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Toadstool Is Mushroom

» BRIGHT flowers and uncurling fern
leaves are not the only spring offerings of
woods and fields. A lower order of plants,
the fleshy fungi, puts in its sudden and puck-
ish appearances, popping up from the
damp leaf-mold and out of the moist sod
after every night of rain. They challenge
us to gather and cook and eat, and at the
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same time warn of toxic tummy-aches, if
not worse.

How to tell the good from the bad, in
this group of plants, is a practical and peren-
nial spring problem. Every person with any
local reputation for a knowledge of na-
ture lore is certain to be asked, many times,
“How can I tell mushrooms from toad-
stools?”

The answer is easy. If it has a more or
less round cap and a supporting stalk it
is a mushroom. It is also a toadstool. The
words are synonyms; either designates a
fungus of that description.

Such an answer, however, is bound to
leave the questioner unsatisfied. To him,
“mushroom” means a fleshy fungus that
is good to eat; “toadstool” one that is
poisonous. Learning that he has been under
a misapprehension regarding the actual
meaning of the words only adds to his
confusion, and certainly does not solve his
problem. What he wants to know is: Can
I, or can’t I, safely eat this thing?

Unfortunately, there is no safe rule-of-
thumb for distinguishing between edible
and poisonous mushrooms—or toadstools
Poisonous species do not turn silver spoons
black. Whether the skin of the cap peels
off easily or not is no criterion. Nor is a
black underside of the cap a sign of danger;
indeed, the common mushroom offered for
sale on the market is black underneath,
and the deadliest of all mushrooms, the
amanitas, are innocently white! You just
have to learn your mushrooms, species by
species—or get acquainted with a compe-
tent botanist.

It is easy, however, to identify the ama-
nitas, which are at once the commonest and
most dangerous of all the poisonous mush-
rooms. If the stalk arises out of a cup at
the base, and is encircled with a loose ring
of fungus tissue, then it is an amanita,
and should be shunned. Some other mush-
rooms have cup only, or ring only; ama-
nitas have both.
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AMERICAN FouNnpaTiONs aND THEIR Fi1ELDs—
Wilmer Shields, Rich and Neva R. Deardorff,
Eds.—Raymond Rich Associates, 6th ed. 284
p., $6.00. Revision of this standard reference
book giving purposes, methods of operation,
direct activities and financial data, of Ameri-
can foundations.

THe A. R. R. L. ANTENNA Book—The Ameri-
can Radio Relay League, sth ed. 288 p., illus.,
paper, $1.00. Latest information on principles

of antennas and transmission lines and
specific designs for the various amateur
bands.

BiocHemicaL EvoLution — Marcel Florkin,
edited, translated and augmented by Sergius
Morgulis—Academic Press, 157 p., illus,
$4.00. Intended to show that evolution and
the classification of animals can be con-
sidered from a biochemical viewpoint.

Causes oF INDUSTRIAL PEace UNDER CoLLEC-
TIVE BARGAINING: Case Studies 5 Sharon Steel
Corporation—United Steelworkers of Amer-

HOUSES OF EARTH

The ground you stand on is your best
building material. Easy to build—insulated
against heat and cold. Ratproof—Sound-
proof—Termiteproof and Fireproof. Book
based largely on findings of the Bureau of
Plant Industry, Soils and Agricultural En-
gineering. Low Building and Upkeep costs.

“HOUSES OF EARTH”

42.page booklet containing complete build-

ing instruction and 18 illustrations. Mailed

upon receipt of $1.00. Add postage foreign
orders.
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ica—]. Wade Miller, Jr.—National Planning
Association, 59 p., paper, $1.00. Telling what
made for peace.

“E” Galvanometer Saves
Space And Time In Lab

Calibrating reference junction coils is one
of the many ways in which we use the Type
E Galvanometer in our own plant. Formerly

requiring a wall-type galvanometer, this
routine operation is now carried out more
conveniently, in less space, with the Type E.

Comract and self-contained, Type E is the
“just right” answer—in sensitivity and speed
—for a variety of null measurements.
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COMMUNICATIONS RESEARCH 1948-1949—Paul F.
Lazarsfeld and Frank N. Stanton, Eds.—
Harper, 332 p., $4.50 Studies by Columbia
University’s Bureau of Applied Social Re-
search on what children think about the
comics, what listeners want to hear on the
radio and what newspaper readers like about
their favorite daily, and including an analy-
sis of domestic broadcasting in the USSR.

THE CorN PranT or Topay—Edgar Anderson
—Pioneer Hi-Bred Corn Company, 20 p.,
illus., paper, free upon request to publisher,
Des Moines 9, lowa. Facts about corn basic
to an understanding of how to raise better
crops.

ELEMENTS OF AERODYNAMICS OF SUPERSONIC
Frows—Antonio Ferri—Macmillan, 434 p.,
illus., $10.00. For aeronautical engineers and
those working on high-speed projectiles.

ELEMENTs oF AppLiED HyproLogy—Don John-
stone and William P. Cross—Ronald, 276 p.,
illus., $5.00. An undergraduate text.

EvVALUATION OF CHEMOTHERAPEUTIC AGENTS—
Colin M. MacLeod, Ed.—Columbia Univer-
sity Press, 205 p., illus., $4.00. Papers of a
symposium of the recently established section
on Microbiology of the New York Academy
of Medicine.

FricHT InTO HisTorY: The Wright Brothers and
the Air Age—Elsbeth E. Freudenthal—Uni-
versity of Oklahoma Press, 268 p., illus.,
$3.75. The story of the race between men for
the honor of being the first to fly.
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Frances Stern, o below will bring a copy
M.A. and . immediately.
Joseph Rosen- e
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-
$2.50 B PICTURES

150 PAGES— 137 ORIGINAL ILLUSTRATIONS

J. B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY
last Washington Square, Philadelphie 5, Pa.

I enclose $2.50. Please send me “Diabetic
Care in Pictures.”
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HanDpBoOoK OF FLUORESCENT GEMs AND MIN-
ErRALs—Jack DeMent—Moineralogist Publish-
ing Company, 68 p., paper, $1.50. A practical
guide for the gem and mineral collector.

Meetr THE Prastics—Clark N. Robinson—
Macmillan, 172 p., illus., $3.75. Explanation
for the layman of the basic chemistry of
plastics, the ingredients and special character-
istics of each, and its uses and processing
methods.

THE New INTERNATIONAL 1949 YEAR Book:
Events of 1948—Henry E. Vizetelly, Ed.—
Funk & Wagnalls, 688 p., illus., $10.00. Re-
view of the year’s outstanding events.

PLANNING THE UNIVERSITY LiBRARY BuiLDING
—TJohn E. Burchard, Charles W. David, and
Julian P. Boyd, Eds.,—Princeton University
Press, 145 p., illus., $2.50. Recommendations
of a Cooperative Committee on Library Plan-
ning financed by the Rockefeller Foundation.

REPORT oF THE COMMITTEE ON A TREATISE ON
MARINE EcoLocy AND PaLEoEcoLocy—Harry
S. Ladd, Chairman—National Research Coun-
cil, 117 p., paper, $1.00. A highly specialized
report by the Division of Geology and
Geography Committee of the National Re-
search Council. Includes research reports.

THE SaricyLaTEs: A Critical Bibliographic Re-
view—Martin Gross and Leon A. Green-
berg—Hillhouse Press, 380 p., illus.,, $6.00.
A review of over 4,000 titles on these widely
used medicines.

SEQUENCE IN LAYERED Rocks—Robert R.
Shrock—McGraw-Hill, so7 p., illus., $7.50.
A study of features and structures useful
for determining top and bottom or order of
succession in bedded and tabular rock bodies.

THe SHow ofF VioLENcE—Frederic Wertham
—Doubleday, 279 p., $3.00. An analysis of
the inadequacy of our laws to deal with
murder and its problems.

TEMPERATURE AND Human Lire—C. E. A.
Winslow and L. P. Herrington—Princeton
University Press, 272 ., illus., $3.50. This
book analyzes how heat and humidity affect
human life and what artificial controls are
most effective.

UNRESTING CeLLs—R. W. Gerard—Harper, 439
p., illus.,, $4.00. Introducing the layman to
new adventures in the land under the micro-
scope. Striking illustrations.
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Percy A. Morris

This new book disposes once and for all of
those wild yarns you hear about snakes, giv-
ing you instead the true and far more interest-
ing facts about their habits, haunts, and char-
acteristics.

A most interesting book . . . filled with
invaluable information in text and pic-
tures.”—Saturday Review of Literature

“Has any number of photographs of
American snakes and those of foreign
parts, and any amount of information such
as men or boys can use in the field to recog-
nize and wunderstand serpents”’—N. Y.
Herald-Tribune $3.00

EXPLORING ELECTRICITY

Hugh H. Skilling

The complete story of electricity, revealing
little-known and fascinating facts about the
men who contributed to its advance.

“Takes on a live, vital quality in telling
the stories of the men who make up elec-
tricity’s family tree. Not only is this a book
which anyone who has any interest whatso-
ever in electricity should read, it is a book
that should be collateral reading for all
whose studies take them into that field.”—
The Scientific Monthly. Illustrated.  $3.50

SUNSPOTS IN ACTION

Harlan True Stetson

The strange, wonderful, highly readable
account of how sunspots, those periodic ex-
plosions on the sun’s surface, affect radio,
television, the weather, plant and animal life,
and even the business cycle. Told by a sci-
entist of international reputation. A4 stimu-
lating, pleasurable experience””—N. Y.
Herald-Tribune. Illustrated $3.50

ROCKS AND RIVERS OF
AMER'CA Ellis W. Shuler

Here’'s a book that strips the technical
jargon from geology to give you the full
scope, cultural interest, romance and wonder
of the science. Richly illustrated with photo-
graphs from every state, it tells the story of
the soil, caves, sinkholes, lakes, canyons and
mountains of America. 105 illus. $4.00

PLANT GROWTH

A workbook on how to grow plants and
experiment for improvement successfully.
Gets down to essentials of soil, water, tem-
perature and air, and their influence on plant
growth. Includes diseases, weeding, hybridiz-
ing, hormones, and plant culture theories.
Illustrated. $3.00
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