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Over-Population Threat

More public information concerning the dangers of
overpopulation which threatens is needed together with in-
formation on other major social problems facing the nation.

» ONLY IF the American people under-
stand the nature of over-population can this
threat to the nation’s survival be eliminated,
Dr. Chauncey D. Leake, president-elect of
the American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science, has warned.

He urged the nation’s scientists and
leaders to take the people into their con-
fidence on over-population and give the
public knowledge on major social problems.
Nine other major problems listed by Dr.
Leake are:

1. Control of nuclear energy;

2. Water and air pollution;

3. Conservation of our natural resources
and preservation of the inherent beauty of
the earth;

4. Removal of the continuing threat of
authoritarianism;

5. Preservation of the dignity of individ-
ual human beings;

6. Promotion of individual responsibility
for self-sufficient old age;

7. Promotion of optimum physical and
mental health;

8. Preservation of our comforts, conven-
iences and cleanliness, with equal oppor-
tunities for all in decent living; and

9. Understanding and controlling of our

PUBLIC HEALTH

individual and group prejudices, fears,
anxieties and ambitions, so that we can en-
joy the good life possible for us.

These problems, Dr. Leake said, are
amenable to a scientific approach. He sug-
gested that they be handled in this general
way:

“Top priority should be given to more
support, sympathy, appreciation, and better
social recognition for basic scientific re-
search. Basic science is concerned with get-
ting verifiable information about ourselves
and our environment.

“It is essential then to analyze and in-
terpret this scientific knowledge freely for
the benefit of the peoples of the world. This
is a major scientific problem confronting us,
dealing with the essentials of information
theory, and of effective communication. We
have to translate what science is about and
what it is doing to our people in the
language that they can understand.”

Dr. Leake spoke at a luncheon marking
the publication of “Perspectives in Virol-
ogy,” sponsored by the Institute of Micro-
biology, Rutgers University, under a grant
by the Hartz Mountain Products Corpo-
ration, New York.
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Ancestors Felt "Fallout”

» OUR ANCESTORS of 200 or more years
ago probably bumped into as much radio-
activity as we do today.

Scientists do not have definite proof, but
they suspect former generations were ex-
posed to radioactivity as much as people
living in the atomic age, James Terrill,
assistant  chief, division of radiological
health, U. S. Public Health Service, said.

Until fairly recently, sanitary conditions
were such that people did not bathe, or
even wash their hands frequently. Since
radioactivity can be washed off the body,
present day sanitary facilities would tend
to reduce the amount of radioactivity on
the body.

Likewise, the lack of facilities years ago
probably means that although there were no
atomic blasts and fallout, a person still car-
ried radioactivity on his body in granules of
dust, soot and accumulated dirt, Mr. Terrill
pointed out.

Pre-atomic age radioactivity was caused
by naturally occurring radioisotopes and
cosmic radiation.

The radiological health expert spoke at
a meeting at which Arthur S. Flemming,
Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare,

described the maximum permissible limits
for lifetime exposure of the individual to
specific radiation and radioactive materials,
at the present time. (See p. 199.)

The strontium-90 level for permissible
concentration is 80 micromicrocuries per
liter of water or milk. A curie is the amount
of radioactivity in one gram of radium. A
micrimicrocurie is one millionth of a mil-
lionth of a curie.

In other words, lump together all the
foods an individual eats in his lifetime. If
the average concentration for strontium-90
does not exceed 80 micromicrocuries for
each 2.2 pounds of the food, the radio-
activity for strontium-90 is within the now
permissible level.

The degree of fluctuation in concentra-
tions is demonstrated in the data for stron-
tium-90 levels of milk in the St. Louis, Mo.,
area. There was an increase from 12.2
micromicrocuries in October, 1958, to 20.1
in November, 1958, which then dropped
back to 15.6 in December.

The average for the year ended October,
1958, was 11.4 compared with 12.5 as the
average of the year ended November, 1958.
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MODERN JUDO

and Self-defence

by HARRY EWEN

Basic principles of judo expertly explained by
use of split-second photographs. Instructions for
every throw, lock and hold by an experienced sue-
cessful coach. For the beginner as well as the
experienced judoka. Particular attention paid te
needs of those wishing to learn jude at home.
“Clearly written instruction.”=——Library Journal.

Lavishly illustrated ORDER NOW'!

$3.95 Postfree ¢ 10-Day Money-Back Guarantee

EMERSON BOOKS, inc., Dept. 648-L
261 West 19th Street. New York 11

TRU-HOLE LEVEL

® Guldes rour drill straight
when drllling angles or 90°
holes.

® Becomes a permanent part

of any portable electric drill
—always ready to use.

Small, 1%” diameter, has
etched guide circles and a
bubble, reassures you that

you're drilling at the angle
desired—up, down, right or
left—leaves no room for

error. A practical time-saver

for any craftsman. Comes m
with instructions and dia-

grams. Mount TRUE-HOLE

on any equipment: judges s‘.o
planing of fast boats, for

control and listing of sail delivered
boats, for camera and sur-

veyor’'s tripod, hedge trim- 3 for $2.85
mers, etc.

Satisfaction guaranteed or money back.
Write for our FREE catalog of fine tools.

THE DRUMCLIFF COMPANY

DEPT. 624, TOWSON 4, MARYLAND

MEREONCOPL

MICROSCOPE
for the budget-minded !

Designed and sturdily built for
educational or industrial use,
UNITRON Model MSL has the
same optical and mechanical
features found in higher priced
instruments

o Erect, three-dimensional image
Coated optics and prisms

e Achromatic 2X paired objectives,
paired wide field eyepieces

Working distance 75mm.

Vertical binocular body with inter-
pupillary and diopter adjustments

Total focusing excursion 70mm

Heavy base, removable glass stage
plate, stage clips

o Choice of one magnification 10X, 20X
or 30X, extra eyepieces available

Complete in fitted hardwood cabinet
FREE 10 DAY TRIAL

ALSO AVAILABLE
Model MSL-A with magnifications —
5X or 10X or 15X $120.00
Extra eyepieces Pair $19.50
Model LS Stereoscopic Microscope Lamp

$14.75

UNITRON

INSTRUMENT DIVISION of UNITED SCIENTIFIC CO.
204-206 MILK STREET « BOSTON 9, MASS.

l Please rush to me, UNITRON's Microscope Catalog. 5-04 l
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