Fascinating books about the world |
of SCIENCE and NATURE

Boy's Book of
TURTLES and
LIZARDS

Morris. Just published! This beautifully
illustrated book is a complete guide to
understanding the habits and ways of
American turtles and lizards. Gives full
information for identifying each animal.
Covers color and markings, structure
and size, choice of habitat and food,
natural enemies, etc. 83 ills. (143) $4.50

:
-

BOY’'S BOOK OF SNAKES. Morris. Don’t believe
all you hear about snakes. Here are the true, sur-
prising facts about these misunderstood, often useful
creatures. Book tells how to identify them, how to
catch and handle harmless varieties. Includes infor-
mation on poisonous snakes. 62 ills. (144) $4

BOY’'S BOOK OF FROGS, TOADS, AND SALA-
MANDERS. Morris. Introducing an intriguing group
of animals that are easy to capture, safe to handle,
and thrive in captivity. Book describes their habits,
appearance, and life history. 131 sparkling photos
aid in identifying the different kinds. (145) $4

WAYS OF MAMMALS

Moore. Here are the facts—in con-
trast to myths—about all kinds of
interesting mammals, from waltz-
ing mice to lords of the jungle.
Based on the observations of noted
zoologists, the book includes sev-
eral sections by authorities on par-
ticular aspects of animal behavior.

(146) $3.50

MICROBES OF MERIT. Rahn. The “hero’” microbes
to whom we owe bread, cheese, plastics, explosives,
penicillin, etc. Explains bacteria in terms of man
and the world about him; traces the growth of
bacteriology, and its possible future developments.
101 ills. (147) $4.50

THE ATOM AT WORK. Sacks. A wealth of infor-
mation on present and future applications of atomic
energy in aviation, land transportation, atomic sub-
marines, pilot electric power plants, etc. Book
details current uses of radioactive isotopes in chem-
istry, biology, medicine, agriculture, industry. Rev.
Print. 55 ills. (148) $5.50

PHYSICS TELLS WHY

Luhr. Simple but exact ex-
planations of principles of
television, radar, atomic
energy, etc. Without using
higher mathematics, book
clarifies the basic laws of
physics. 195 lively illustra-
tions. Rev. Ed. (149) $5

SKYSHOOTING. Mayall-Mayall. How to photo-
graph the heavens with your own camera. Complete
information on how to ‘‘shoot’ aurorae, nebulae,
meteors, planets, stars, sun and moon — produce
high-quality pictures with simple, amateur equip-
ment. 60 ills. (150) $4.50

TAKE A NUMBER. Lieber. An entertaining word-
and-picture guide to the fundamentals of mathe-
matics. Extremely readable, book serves as a tool
by which everyone can increase his capacity for
clear thinking, analysis, and logical reasoning.
47 ills. (151) $3.75
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ASTRONAUTICS

Russia Hits Moon

A successful strike on the moon has been achieved by
Russian Scientists in what they describe as an interplanetary
victory that will lead to international cooperation in space.

NOW THAT the moon has been hit by a
missile from the earth, scientists are worried
about possible contamination of the moon
by viruses and bacteria from the earth.

If the Russians did not sterilize effectively
the inside of their moon rocket before fir-
ing it, mankind may never know whether
the moon, prior to the Russian hit, had
viruses upon it as dormant molecules.

International Negotiations

Last year when serious plans for hitting
the moon were being made by both United
States and Soviet scientists, there were nego-
tiations between the Soviet and U. S.
scientists to prevent importation upon the
moon of biological material from earth.
(SNL, May 24, 1958, p. 323). The Soviet
scientists are reported to have taken the
precaution of having their space instru-
ments sterile, just as instruments in a hos-
pital operating room are germ-free. U. S.
scientists hope that this was done, for the
sake of future scientific studies.

The friction of the air would make the
outside skin of the rocket missile sterile but
the inside should have been fumigated prior
to launching.

The moon is lifeless, scientists are quite
sure, unless there are viruses there surviving
from a time when the moon may have been
part of the earth and therefore in contact
with possible life in the early stages of the
solar system several billions of years ago.

Contaminating the Moon

If the Soviet missile did dirty the moon,
it may never be known for sure whether
this was the case.

Another fear of scientists, that the first
rocket to the moon would set off a gigantic
explosion of powerful lunar chemicals,
seems to have been disproved by the lunar
missile landing. (SNL, July 12, 1958, p. 22.)

It was considered that the otherwise
barren surface of the moon is coated with
a highly reactive cosmic “dust” consisting
in large part of unstable free chemical radi-
cals, frozen out of action against the moon’s
extremely cold surface. A foreign substance
might trigger these unfinished compounds
into violent reaction, particularly if the sub-
stance were organic, like rubber or plastics.

Cosmic Explosion

That a major explosion did not occur
from the impact of the Soviet rocket does
not necessarily disprove this theory as the
suitable triggering kind of earthly chem-
icals may not have been in the missile.
Later reports may even indicate that there
was more effect from the landing of the
rocket than could have been caused by the
impact alone.

Details currently available as this issue of
the Science News LETTER went to press are
the following:

Size and shape: 854.8 pound sphere.

Time of moon hit: 5:02:24 p.m. EDT,
Sunday, Sept. 13. The Russians are said to
have placed the USSR emblem of the ham-
mer and sickle on the moon’s surface.
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