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Best Book
Contest 1060

$16800 Cash Awards glus 409% return. All types of

manuscripts Invited. For Contest rules and detalls of
famous publishing plan, write for free Brochure SN.

Pageant Press, 101 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 3

EYE MIRROR Magnifies 5X

for “‘Iri-diagnosis’
Permits direct viewing of the cap-
illaries in your own eye or for
treating cysts. Greatly helps re-
move dust from the eye or un-
wanted hair from the area, also
for eye make-up. Front-surfaced
mirror of finest optical glass pol-
ished to highest perfection. Alum-
inized. Brilliant reflectivity. Use-
ful, beautiful. Diameter 18 ” (40
mm). Packaged in lucite. $2.50

Scientific & Lab Apparatus
63 Reade St., N. Y. 7, N. Y.

HARRY ROSS

MICRO-ADS

Equipment, supplies and services of special in-
i teachers and students,

terest to scientists. r
science-minded laymen and hobbyists.
25¢ per word, payable in advance. Closing date
3 weeks prior to publication (Saturday).

SNL, 1719 N st., N.W., Washington 6, D. C.

ASTRONAUTICS—SATELLITE SIGNALS

AUTHENTIC RADIO SIGNALS FROM FOUR-
teen Satellites & Luniks, on 45 RPM record with
identification and launching dates, $2.95. E. L. Mel-
ton Co., 2901 E. Meyer Blvd., Kansas City 32. Mo.

BIOLOGICAL STAINS

BIOLOGICAL STAINS FREE PRICE LIST. ESBE
Laboratory Supplies, 450 Bloor St., W., Toronto,
Ontario, Canada.

CHEMISTRY—BIOLOGY—ASTRONOMY

NEW 52 PAGE CATALOG OF CHEMICALS,
Microscopes, Telescopes & Lab Equipment. Send 25¢
to: Winn Chemicals, Dept. 200, 124 West 23rd
Street, New York 11.

\

Avoid confusion of scraps of paper . . . lost
opportunities . . . forgotten duties and ap-
pointments. Use the MEMOGENDA. Permits
constant survey of work ahead . . . results in
working without strain. Checks out completed
tasks and builds valuable history of activity.
Users say they gain more time for living by
making the best use of their working hours.
MEMOGENDA is a 96-page book, wire bound
in a flexible leather-like covering. The right
hand pages (82 x 11) have numbered lines,
one for each item. Opposite pages are for
additional memos . . . includes instructions
for use, an annual reminder, 3-year calendar,
and active telephone list.

Price $30 a dozen F.O.B. factory, or send $3
for sample, postpaid. Full refund if it isn't
the best investment you ever made.

KANO LABORATORIES

1010 Thompson Lane, Nashville 11, Tenn.

ScieNce News LETTER for December 12, 1959

TEXTILES
"’Electrocuted’’ Cotton
More Absorbent

ELECTRICITY is being used in the labora-
tory to make cotton seed and fiber more
water absorbent and cotton yarn stronger.

Exactly how the weak electric current acts
on plant material has not yet been deter-
mined, U. S. Department of Agriculture
scientists reported, but experiments are
under way to compare the strength of irra-
diated yarn with that of commercial yarn
chemically treated for this purpose.

Seed and fiber are placed in a large glass
tube in which there is a partial vacuum
and a current of between ten and 50 milli-
amperes is passed through the tube. As the
current flows through the tube, the gases
in the tube glow and act on the seed and
fiber.

Examination of treated cotton fiber
shows its normal wax coating has been
pierced in many places; fiber surface is
also roughened. This roughened surface
influences the yarn’s breaking strength,
USDA scientists pointed out. There was
more than a 209, improvement in strength
over untreated yarn.

The increased absorption of water by
the electricity-treated cotton seed may have
some relation to seed germination, survival,
growth and vyield of cotton. A three-year
test is now in progress in three states to
evaluate the electrical treatment.

The glow-discharge treatment, as the
process is also called, holds promise for
killing weed seeds mixed with crop seeds
since seeds differ in their radiation tol-
erance. Experiments with the apparatus
showed corn seeds exposed to electrical
radiation germinated somewhat faster and
more uniformly than unexposed seed. Field
trials of treated seed did not show signifi-
cantly increased yields, however. Purple
top turnip weed seed was fully inhibited.

The experimental treatment, developed by
Russell B. Stone Jr., is being investigated by
the USDA in cooperation with the Tennes-
see Agricultural Experiment Station.
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GENERAL SCIENCE
AAAS Science Meetings
In Chicago Dec. 26-31

CHICAGO will be the scene of the annual
science meetings of the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science be-
tween Christmas and New Year’s Day.

Science educators will have sessions from
Sunday, Dec. 27, through Wednesday, Dec.
30, at the Sherman Hotel.

ScieNce Servick, three of whose trustees
are nominated by the AAAS, will partici-
pate in the meetings, by reporting for news-
papers served and the Science News LETTER
as it has since 1921 the several thousands
of scientific reports presented. Its science
youth program staff will also be in attend-
ance at the meetings for elementary, junior
and senior high school teachers and college
teachers in science education.

Science Clubs of America, an activity of

Gf]
Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to éﬁ 22
The Science News-Letter.

ScIENCE SERVICE, is urging as many of the
25,000 Science Clubs of America sponsors
as possible to attend the science sessions.
It joins with the following science teaching
societies in this invitation: American Na-
ture Study Society, National Science Teach-
ers Association, National Association of
Biology Teachers, National Association for
Research in Science Teaching, and the
Central Association of Science and Math-
ematics Teachers.

SciENCE SERVICE also joins with AAAS
Section X7 in sponsoring an address on
“Writing and Science” by Watson Davis,
director of ScieNce Service, on Wednesday
afternoon, Dec. 30, at 2:00 p.m. at the
Hotel Morrison.
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