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Patents of the Week

A chemical spray for higher fruit production of apple-
trees, a water “staircase’” for easier salmon migration over
dams and a beacon for airplane rescues have been patented.

» A CHEMICAL SPRAY patented in
Washington causes apple trees to yield a
large amount of fruit each year instead of
every other year.

Normally, such apple trees as Baldwin,
Cortland or Golden Delicious have an “on”
and “off” year, producing more fruit one
year and more leaves the next.

Robert H. Beatty of Philadelphia, in U.S.
patent No. 2,978,838 assigned to Amchem
Products, Inc. of Ambler, Pa., claims that
solutions of various derivatives of trichloro-
benzoic acid, sprayed on the apple trees
when the fruit buds bloom during the “on
year, produces annual instead of biennial
bearing.

The inventor said that if the chemicals
were applied to fruit trees during a certain
period in a tree’s growth, “the growth is
so altered that fruit buds are formed where
one would normally expect to find vege-
tative buds.” Previous methods of thinning
fruit trees by hand or by chemical means
have, in general, proved unsatisfactory, the
patent claims.

SALMON STAIRCASE

A spiral water “staircase” for salmon
hurdling over dams during their migration
upstream to spawn received another patent.
The invention of James M. Wardle of Ot
tawa, Ontario, Canada, won patent No.
2,978,873. Rights were assigned to North-
west Power Industries Limited, Ottawa. A
series of steps, or pools, provide a passage-
way for both the spawning salmon and
their returning fingerlings, with every 12th
pool designed as a stop-over, or resting
place.

A ventilating and cooling system for au-
tomobile seats provides relief during warm
months. Invented by Wesley F. Hake of
Terre Haute, Ind., the system was awarded
patent No. 2,978,972. An air scoop gathers
up the air, and ducts circulate the air
throughout the seats.

A better way to hold dental plates in
place in a person’s mouth is promised by

Murray W. Rosenthal of New Brunswick,
N. J., and Herbert A. Cohen of Brooklyn,
N. Y., in patent No. 2,978,812, assigned to
Block Drug Company, Inc, of Delaware.
The fixative, which contains an ethylene
oxide polymer, comes as a powder, film or
paste that may be easily applied to the den-
tal plates.

A portable beacon that guides rescue par-
ties to an airplane crash by the distress
signals it gives off won patent No. 2,979,608
for Janis Alfreds Sirons of Springfield, Ohio,
who assigned the patent to the U. S. Army.
The beacon transmits both high frequency
signals for ground, automatic direction-
finding networks, and ultra high frequency
signals for air-borne equipment that pin-
points the crash area. The device is auto-
matically ejected from an airplane hitting
an obstacle and parachutes to the ground.
The set begins broadcasting automatically
on impact with the ground.

A chemical spray that prevents early
blight disease on tomato plants has been
patented by Arthur Lawrence Fox of Green-
wood, Va. and Irving Joseph Krems of
Vienna, Austria. Rights to patent No.
2,979,436 were assigned to Colgate-Palmolive
Company of New York. The spray contains
a metal salt (alkyl benzene sulfonate) that
maintains a high resistance to the blight
disease even after a heavy rainfall, the
patent claims.

An improved “multi-stage flash evapora-
tor” for de-salting the oceans is the subject
of patent No. 2,979,443, granted to Adolf
Frankel of Gosforth, Newcastle-on-Tyne,
England, who assigned the patent rights
to Richardsons, Westgarth & Co. Limited,
of Northumberland, England. Most of the
pure water that is distilled is siphoned off,
but some of the water that is not so pure
is recirculated to a boiler for re-use, ac-
cording to the inventor.

An intravenous method of administering
drugs for relaxing muscles during surgical
operations was patented by Edwin J. de
Beer of Tuckahoe, Charles H. Ellis of Scars-
dale, and Walter Ide of Eastchester, N. Y.
Awarded patent No. 2,979,055, assigned to
Burroughs Wellcome & Co. (U.S.A.) Inc.
of Tuckahoe, N. Y, a small electric current
is periodically sent through a muscle pierced
by an intravenous needle. Each time the
muscle contracts, it absorbs some of the
drug.

A long handled, portable “scoop” for
gathering leaves and trash without doing
much stooping over was awarded patent
No. 2,978,731 for Fred V. Belluomini of
Jackson, Calif. The scoop opening is auto-
matically clanged shut by a grate when not
in use to prevent leaves or trash from
blowing away.
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BRUSH-OFF GOGGLES

Use that ounce of prevention.
%aro your eyes.

alking in woods or country side?
Keep brush, twigs, leaves, bram-
bles out of your eyes. Prevent
wood-chopping wood-chip eye in-
juries. Brush-off Goggles sturdily
made of fine wire screening and
black cotton strapping. Fits over glasses. Same as used

by Dept. of Forestry.
Each $1.00 p.p. 6 for $5.00 p
HARRY Ross Scientific & Lab Apparatua

61-L Reade St., N.Y. 7, N.Y

PRISMS $1 50

WI.% 1.

Made for U. 8. govt. for tank periscopes. Fine
optically ground, big precision prisms with
silvered base. Terrific for all types of spectro-
graphic work, in homemade telescopes & other
optical systems for bending rays. Makes unusual
paper weight (paint your name on it) or con-
versation piece for ma ntel.  You’ll find many
other uses. NEW, PERFECT! Cost U. S. govt.
$25 ea. NOW—S‘I.SOea ppd. or 4 for $5.00.
Qame as above—l” long (no sﬂver backing)
1. for $4. Postage paid on prepaid orders.
(ahf res add sales tax.

Volume Sales Co., War Assets Div., Dept. C171
3828 Sunset Bivd. Los Angeles 26, Calif.

GIAN
o

Largest Distributors of U.S. Govt. Surplus Balloons in the
USA. Inflate u&to Giant 30 ft. diameter with air or gas. Fun
at the Beach, Water Sports, etc., Flying Advt. visible for
miles. Terrific for attracting crowds at Openings, Fairs,
Roadside Stands, Gas Stations, Sports Events. Made of Du-
rable Neoprene ‘Rubber. New, never used. No C.0.D.’s.

2 ft. (Beach Ball Sizei . . 2 for 30c (S for $1.00)

i S59cea. (2for$1.00)
$1.00 ea. (6 for $5.00)
. $2.00ea. glu- 30c postage & handling

30 tt. size illus. for $20.00—Exp. collect
NOVEL MFG. CORP. %&w55as"NEw vank 6-3631

MICRO-ADS

Equipment, supplies and services of special in-

terest to scientists, science teachers and students,
sc|ence~mmded laymen and hobbyists.

25¢ per word, payable in advance. Closing date
3 weeks prior to publication (Saturday).

SNL, 1719 N St.,, N.W., Washington 6, D. C.

CHFMICAL AND PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF

The Elements. 28 pp. booklet alpbabetlcally
tabulates properties of 102 elements. Single co, ms
$1.00. Quantity discounts. Columbia Associates,
591, Hudson, New York.

GOVERNMENT SURPLUS RADIOS, RECEIVERS,
transmitters, gadgets, parabolic reflectors, infra-red
snooperscopes, aircraft camera lenses. Amazm¢ cata-
log 10¢. John Meshna, Malden 48, Mass,

INDOOR OBSERVATION BEEHIVES—FASCIN-
ating, entertaining, educational. Free bee literature.
Bee Hobbyist, Box M-183, Edmond, Oklahoma.

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINES, 1888-
1960 ,any issue. Periodical Service, Box 465-SN.,
W llmmgton Delaware.

PERIODIC CHART—POCKET SIZE! PLASTIC
laminated. All elements, atomic weights, densities,
valences, etc. Send $1.00. R. and S. Laminating Co.,
Box 111, Dept. 3, White Plains, New York.

ROCKET BUILDING INFORMATION SHEET, 15
drawings of proven methods, 50 cents. Rockets, P. O.
Box 90391, Los Angeles 45, Calif.

WANTED: MICROSCOPIC PARTICLES OPAQUE
or Chromophilic 5 to 40 microns in size 5 micron
increments. Needed by research project. Funds avail-
able. Write Murco Research, Inc., P.O. Box 6006,
Jacksonville 5, Florida.
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