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Patents of the Week

An effective high blood pressure drug has been pat-
ented. Other inventions include a portable magnetic recorder

for diagnosing heart disease.

» A DRUG that effectively reduces high
blood pressure stemming from many dif-
ferent causes has been patented.

A trio of doctors working for the
Schering Corporation laboratories in Bloom-
field, N. J., won patent No. 2,986,573 for a
drug that lessens and helps control hyper-
tension resulting from unknown causes and
certain circulatory or vascular diseases. The
doctors, who assigned the patent rights to
Schering, are John G. Topliss of East
Orange, Nathan Sperber of North Caldwell,
and Alan A. Rubin of Bloomfield, N. J.

“Preliminary clinical work done with
the new drug shows promising results,”
Dr. Rubin stated. “We think this is a
unique drug because it appears to work
directly on the arteries which are especially
affected by high blood pressure.” Less side
effects were also observed compared to
drugs commonly used today, he emphasized.

The drug with the chemical name of 2-
methyl-7-chloro-1, 2, 4-benzothiadiazine-1, 1-
dioxide was first tried on dogs and rats in
the laboratories. Hypertensive rats were
fed small drug dosages daily from four to
cight weeks, appreciably reducing and
mamtammg the lowered blood pressure for
the entire experiment.

Similar experiments on humans bore
similar results. One hypertensive patient’s
blood pressure returned to his previous high

VITAL STATISTICS

“normal” within one week after therapy
stopped.

A magnetic recorder that amplifies heart
murmurs and sounds, thereby aiding doc-
tors in diagnosing heart diseases, was
another medical advance patented. In-
ventors Ralph H. Kruse of Pelham Manor,
Howard N. Fawecett of Briarclif Manor
and James D. Digby of Croton-on-Hudson,
N. Y, won patent No. 2,986,606 and
assigned rights to Cambridge Instrument
Co., Inc, New York.

The portable instrument can be carried
to a patient’s bedside or easily installed
in a doctor’s office. The instrument is
claimed to replace the not always reliable
standard stethoscope and is a convenient
substitute for the more elaborate and
cumbersome instruments housed at large
medical institutions.

The recorder not only tapes the heart
sounds but also simultaneously shows the
electrocardiographic record on a screen.

Music and certain sounds, which lull a
person in a dental chair, supposedly takes
the patient’s mind from the pain resulting
from a dentist drilling. This principle is
used in patent No. 2,986,140 awarded to
Wallace J. Gardner, Cambridge, and Joseph
C. R. Licklider of Arlington, Mass. Rights
were assigned to Bolt Beranek & Newnan,
Inc., Cambridge, Mass.
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Earlier U. S. Marriages

» BRIDES AND BRIDEGROOMS in the
United States are younger and closer in age
at first marriage than those in any other
urban-industrialized country in the world.

Half the U.S. bridegrooms in 1960 were
under 22.8 years and half the brides were
under 20.3 years. More men married at 21
than at any other age and more women at
18.

Men are now marrying about three years
carlier and women two years earlier than
at the turn of this century. The 1890
census showed that half the bridegrooms
were under 26 and half the brides were
under 22.

The U. S. has one of the highest marriage
rates among Western industrial nations,
the Population Reference Bureau in Wash-
ington, D. C., reported.

This nation’s pattern of age at first
marriage is closer now to the Asian pattern
than to the European where bridegrooms
and brides are usually about three years
older than they are in this country.

Canada comes closer to the U. S. pattern

than any other Western country, the
median age being 24.8 for grooms and 21.7
for brides. Ireland has the oldest brides
and grooms, the men averaging 31.4 years
of age and the women 26.5.

In India the marriage partners are young-
est, 20.0 years for grooms and 14.5 years
for Dbrides.
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12 LEPIDOPTERA $"99

(Butterflies to you)

Imported exotic jungle beauties,
dried flat, ready to study, remount
or make into many beautlful decorative items.
Gorgeously colored, genuine wings, exquisitely
shaped by nature; ‘fabulously more colorful than
man’s best efforts. Artificial bodies. Educational,
fascinating for every age. Send $1.00 at once for
12 different butterflies.

H ARRY ROSS Scientific & Lab Apparatus

61-L Reade St., N.Y. 7, N.Y.

ASTRONOMY

For Everyone
Enjoy SKY AND TELESCOPE magazine monthly.
Profusely illustrated. Observing and telescope
making departments, monthly star and planet

charts. Subscription in U. S.: $5.00, year;
$9.00, 2 years. Sample copy, 50¢.
Dept. SNL

SKY AND TELESCOPE  Cambridge 38, Mass.

NEW MODEL. .. All Ball Bearing
ELECTROSTATIC GENERATORS

500,000 VOLTS . . . available in kits
. . . over 36” high, 14” dia. sphencal
charge collector. Pre-assembled alum.
oblates, 14” hemispheres, pulleys, belt.
frame, directior ns ete. Postpaid $87.5
(Other kits to 1,000,000 v.)
200, ooo VOLTS . . . (left) 17” high.
" dla spheroidal charge ~ collector,
C. Complete kit. Postpaxd
!24 95 e Fully Assembled, $39
VACUUM EQUIPMENT: Mechamcal
pélmps, Diffusion pumps, McLeod gauges,
ete

Low_priced Sclence equipment. WRITE
for FREE catal

DEPT. SN-6
MOR 294 ELM ST.
BUFFALO 3, N.Y.

CRASH!

A tragic ending of your air-line flight
could be personally disastrous for
you, but financially disastrous to your
family.

Newly designed for the profes-
sional man, scientist and executive
under 65 years of age is the

‘55’ PLAN

For only $55 it covers for a full
year upon commercial airline flights.
$100,000 Accidental Death

5,000 Max. Medical Payments

50,000 Maximum Disability Benefits

Act today on this special offer.

To: Disability & Casualty Inter-Insurance
Exchange, Box 104, Champaign, llinois

| herewith enclose my premium payment of $55

for the ‘55' PLAN to become effective on first day

of month following receipt and cover for a full
12 months.

(Type or print)

Name

Address

Date of birth

Beneficiary

Signature

(Code No.) SNL-61
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