EDUCATION
Claim Unfair Treatment
For Low-Income Students

» THE AMERICAN public school system
discriminates against children from low-
income families and helps build social and
economic class barriers, a New York sociol-
ogist believes.

The findings of Mrs. Patricia Sexton,
assistant professor of educational sociology
at New York University, are based on her
study of school policies in an unnamed
Midwestern “Big City,” described as one
of the country’s largest.

Mrs. Sexton opposes use of IQ tests to
segregate class work by determining which
students are “slow” and which “fast.”” IQ
scores rise as incomes rise, but there is no
proof that the tests are “valid measures of
native intelligence.” She said wording of
questions is biased because it assumes
reading and vocabulary skills low-income
youngsters cannot acquire, with no books
at home and no one to read to them.

Commenting on a picture identification
test given at “Big City,” Mrs. Sexton said,
“It would be an extremely rare child
from a low-income neighborhood who
would know about and be able to recog-
nize pictures of a castle, a steeple, a
lighthouse, a dwarf, a violin, or most of
the other objects.”

She is also critical of special courses for
“gifted” children and other courses aimed
only at preparing low-income children for
low-paying “blue-collar” jobs.

Mrs. Sexton’s book is titled, “Education
and Income: Inequalities in Our Public
Schools.” (See p. 380, SNL, June 17, 1961.)
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BIOCHEMISTRY
Soil Microbe Enzyme
Removes Hair From Hides

» AN ENZYME that removes natural
hair from hides and produces a better
quality leather has been discovered by sci-
entists at the Rutgers Institute of Micro-
biology in New Brunswick, N. J.

Dr. Walter J. Nickerson and Dr. Joseph
J. Noval reported that keratinase, a com-
plex enzyme, speeds up the digestion of
proteins, in this case hair, wool and
feathers.

The enzyme is produced by Streptomyces
fradiae, a microorganism found in soil.
The process by which this organism digests
wool is strikingly similar to the digestion
of wool by the clothes moth.

The enzyme, recently extracted in pure
crystalline form, does its job of dehairing
by attacking the base of the hair shaft, a
spot particularly sensitive to the dissolving-
digesting action.

The new enzymatic approach to hair
removal is superior to the traditional lime
and sulfide method because it does not
damage the hide and eliminates the prob-
lem of what to do with the chemical
wastes produced by the older technique.

Keratinase is now being field tested by
Merck & Co., Inc., and will be marketed
under the trade name “M-ZYME” within
a few months.
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BAUSCH & LOMB
STANDARD TEACHING
MICROSCOPES

Standard size and oper-
ation, with optics of
laboratory microscope
excellence.

BAUSCH & LOMB
TRI-SIMPLEX
MICROPROJECTOR

Projects mounted spec-
imens or living organ-
isms on screen or trac-
ing pad.

BAUSCH & LOMB
BUNSEN
SPECTROSCOPE
This basic tool of chem-
ical analysis shows

spectra of elements.

BAUSCH & LOMB

Costs are far less
when you buy
Bausch & Lomb!

You get extra years of use out of this all-time best
selling school microscope. And your investment
is protected for life.

STANDARD TEACHING MICROSCOPES take all
the punishment your students can give them—
proved by years of maximum use. And now the
new exclusive Bausch & Lomb force-proof clutch
and lifetime ball-bearing focus make them even
more student-proof!

Like all B&L instruments, they’re made in Amer-
ica, to the world’s highest standards. They’re
guaranteed for life against defects in workman-
ship or materials. A nation-wide network of B&L
dealers provides you with prompt service.

That’s why it costs you far less to buy B&L.

GET YOUR FREE cory!
of this data brochure covering the
world’s finest teaching tools for
the balanced science program.

- .
instr ]
UMentas. !
g,
e

Made in America, to the world’s highest standards.

BAUSCH & LOMB INCORPORATED
16018 Bausch Street, Rochester 2, N. Y.

Please send Brochure D-152, “Recommended Instru-
mentation for Life Science Teaching.”
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