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—EXPLORE THE SKIES!—

COLOR MAP OF THE NORTHERN HEAVENS:
30”x34'2"”, shows stars to magnitude 5.1. $1.00
COLOR CHARTS OF THE MOON: 2 maps of
Ist- and last-quarter, 23”x33”, $2.00
SPLENDORS OF THE SKY: 3é-page picture
booklet designed for the classroom. 50¢

Write for free folder N.
SKY AND TELESCOPE Combridor 36, Mass.

SAFEGUARD YOUR EYES!

Don’t use your binoculars in
R glaring sunlight without this
Flitrol. Raw unfiltered, uncon-
trolled, bright sunshine on des-
ert, mountain or sea will strain
your eyes. This Variable Density
Filtrol (Polaroid) varies the amount of light without
glare you need for best viewing. You alone adjust
exactly how much light reaches your eyes. U. S. Gov,
surplus, Cost over nine times what we ask. Filtrol
to fit over the eyepieces of any binocular: Only $1.00
postpaid, includes instructions.

HARRY ROSS Scientific & Lab Apparatus

61-L Reade St., N.Y. 7, N.Y.

BIND and SAVE Your SNL's

All 52 issues of SNL, for a full
yvear can be permanently filed
sturdy buff-colored,
buckram binders.

Each issue into the
cover with a metal strip. Only
$4.00 complete. Postpaid.

Order now, from

SCIENCE NEWS LETTER

1719 “N” N.W. Wash. 6, D.C.

in these

snaps

Diplomats’ Language Course

Makes YOU Bi-Lingual...
ALMOST OVERNIGHT

Busy diplomats must have an
authentic command of a lan-
guage—in record time. That’s
why they choose Linguaphone
for home study. Only Linguaphone
brings expert native linguists to
your home to converse with you.
And you can’t help but acquire their
authentic pronunciatien. You speak, understand,
read, write with natural fluency, in 20 minutes a day.
Proved by over one million home-study students,
approved by U. S. Gov't for national education.
Choose Any of 34 World Languages including: WEST-
ERN HEMISPHERE SPANISH, EUROPEAN SPANISH,
FRENCH, GERMAN, ITALIAN, JAPANESE, RUSSIAN.
Send for complete information on Linguaphone’s
amazing FREE TRIAL OFFER and FREE BOOK
on 34 languages. No obligation—no salesman,
LINGUAPHONE INSTITUTE
Dept. TD-31-081, Radio City 20, N.Y., N.Y.
World’s Standard Conversational Method
For Over Half a Century
© 1961, Linguaphone Institute of America, Inc.

MICRO-ADS

Equipment, supplies and services of special in-
terest to scientists, science teachers and students,
science-minded laymen and hobbyists.

25¢ per word, payable in advance. Closing date
8 weeks prior to publication (Saturday).

SNL, 1719 N St., N.W., Washington 6, D. C.

GOVERNMENT SURPLUS RADIOS, RECEIVERS,
transmitters, gadgets, parabolic reflectors, infra-red
snooperscopes, aircraft camera lenses. Amazing cata-
log 10¢. John Meshna, Malden 48, Mass.
MICROSLIDES: INSECTS, MARINE LIFE. ZO-
ological Botanical, British Fresh Water Algae. Send
for complete list. Free. Esbe Laboratory Supplies,
459 Bloor St., W., Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINES, 1888-
1960, any issue. Periodical Service, Box 465-SN.,
Wilmington, Delaware.

NEW LIQUID

CASTING T'IC, CLEAR,

Colors. Embed real flowers, mineral, biological speci-
mens, delicate instruments, electronic parts. Also
cold-setting resin and fiberglass for laminating, casting,
molding, coating. Manual 25¢. Castolite Company,
Dept. J-130, Woodstock, Illinois

OLD GOLD—PLATINUM, BOUGHT FOR CASH
by a licensed bonded buyer & refiner., Gold Teeth,
Charms, Rings, Watches, etc. Send insured to: Le-Fay

Company, 1318 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn 26, N. Y.
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SOCIOLOGY

Soviets Fight Crime

» SOVIET RUSSIA’S CRIME rate has
been rising since World War II.

Authorities are striking back with a new
“get tough” policy that includes stiffer
prison sentences and an increase in the
number of crimes punishable by death, the
Bulletin of the Institute for the Study of
the US.S.R., July, 1961, reports.

In May this year, a top-level decree ex-
tended the death penalty to include three
crimes previously punished by imprison-
ment. They are embezzling state or public
property on a large scale, habitually manu-
facturing and selling counterfeit money and
securities, and terrorizing prison inmates
or attacking prison personnel.

The changes, according to Y. Mironenko,
spring from a spurt in both criminal and
political offenses. Political crimes were
called “counterrevolutionary” before 1958
but are now known as “especially dangerous
state crimes.”

The report quotes Soviet State Procurator-
General R. Rudenko, commenting on em-
bezzlement of state property, as saying that
“such plunderers, as well as murderers,
bandits and counterfeiters, must be pun-
ished without mercy, even to the point of
shooting them.”

The decree admits in effect that danger-
ous criminals in prison are capable of or-
ganizing terrorist groups capable of intimi-
dating other prisoners and even attacking
staff members.

Soviet law now allows death by shooting
for the three crimes made capital in the
May decree, plus treason, espionage, sabo-
tage, terroristic acts, banditry and certain
forms of premeditated murders.

PUBLIC SAFETY

The Russians abolished the death penalty
in 1947, but restored it in 1950 for treason,
espionage and sabotage, adding the other
offenses later. Before 1954, a ten-year prison
term was the most severe punishment for
any form of murder.

Additionally, longer prison terms are be-
ing given for many crimes and paroles are
becoming harder to get. Judges who do not
think prison terms are enough for political
prisoners can add two to five years of exile,
served at forced labor in distant, sparsely
inhabited northern and eastern USSR areas.

There is a parallel drive against “anti-
social, parasitic elements” in Soviet society,
begun in 1957. If his neighbors or fellow
villagers meet and decide he has to go, a
man who is not working on the state’s
behalf—or who is “going through the mo-
tions” of work, but actually drawing his
income from a private, unapproved source
—can be sent into exile for two to five
years.

This law is “designed to frustrate the
attempts of the Soviet citizen to escape
from the clutches of the Soviet economic
system,” Mr. Mironenko said. “Any at-
tempt to live on one’s own is a crime and
must be punished.”

Reports from the Soviet press indicate
the existence of a definite class of profes-
sional criminals who have never worked
and do not possess a permanent home.
Since these “pro’s” became adults after the
Soviets seized power, their crimes must be
regarded as “a social consequence of the
Soviet system itself,” rather than an out-
growth of pre-revolutionary conditions.
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Cars Since 1955 Safer

» IF ALL the automobiles on the nation’s
highways were post-1955 models, about
1,900 lives might be saved each year, Auto-
motive Crash Injury Research of Cornell
University, Ithaca, N. Y., has reported.

Improved door locks make the difference.
Beginning with 1956 models, manufacturers
installed modified latch mechanisms less
likely to spring open in an accident. Chances
of fatal injuries are higher when an occu-
pant is thrown from the car.

ACIR studied 14,135 American-made
automobiles involved in accidents injuring
at least one occupant of each vehicle. The
cars included 8,606 manufactured before
1955 and 5,529 manufactured since.

Among the later models, researchers
found, the frequency at which one or more
front doors sprang open was reduced about
339, the frequency of occupant ejection was
reduced about 40%, and the number of
dangerous or fatal injuries was reduced
about 12%,.

They estimate that the modified locks
have achieved about 35%, of the injury re-
duction possible if no doors came open at
all, and the factor of being thrown from a

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to é@q
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car in an accident was under complete
control. On this basis, the annual saving
in lives would total about 5,500 if “perfect”
locks were designed and installed in all
automobiles.

Deaths in U. S. traffic accidents totaled an
estimated 37,800 in 1959, according to the
National Safety Council, and an actual
36,981 in 1958, according to the National
Office of Vital Statistics.

An earlier study by the Cornell group
disproved the widely held theory that being
“thrown clear” of a car during an accident
improved survival chances. Among persons
injured in 3,261 accidents, all involving

pre-1956 vehicles, the percentage of fatalities

was much higher for those who were
“thrown clear” than for those who were
not. Deaths reached 12.19, for ejectees, as
against 2.5%, for non-ejectees.

ACIR also estimates that general use of
safety belts could cut traffic deaths by as
much as 35%,. The belts not only prevent
passengers from being thrown from the car,
but reduce injuries from being “tossed
around” inside.
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