coal, oil shale, oil and natural gas, in a region
by region survey with projections to 196s.

TeacHING By MacHINE—Lawrence M. Stolu-
row—Office of Educ. (GPO), 173 p., illus,
paper, 65¢. Monograph examines the potentiali-
ties of auto-instructional materials as aids to
more economical and efficient solutions to edu-
cational problems.

TeacHING HicH ScHooL ScieENce: A Source-
book for the Physical Sciences—Alexander Jo-
seph and others—Harcourt, 674 p., $7.95. Offers
a wide variety of demonstration and laboratory
procedures, and suggestions for projects and
experiments, suitable for many science courses.

TRANSACTIONS OF THE SECOND PRAGUE CoN-
FERENCE ON INFORMATION THEORY, STATISTICAL
Decision FuncTtions, RaANpoM Processes—V. E.
Benes and others; ]J. Kozesnik, Ed.—Czecho-
slovak Acad. of Sciences (Academic Press), 843
p., illus., $22. Contains papers given by Euro-
pean, US. and U.S.S.R. experts.

INVENTIONS

ScieNce News LETTER for September 23, 1961

La Vicroria: An Early Site of the Pacific
Coast of Guatemala—Michael D. Coe—Peabody
Mus., Vol. 53, 162 p., illus., $11; paper, $6.50.
Analysis of cultural materials excavated in an
carly village site, including many figurine heads
of the Conchas phase.

Voices IN StoNe: The Decipherment of An-
cient Scripts and Writings—Ernst Doblhofer,
transl. from German by Mervin Savill—Viking,
327 p., illus., $6. Austrian philologist’s work
explains for the layman, with the help of many
illustrations, the procedures followed by special-
ists in the decipherment of scripts of the past.

WHEELs, SaiLs aND Wings: The Story of
Transportation—Fred Dietrich and Seymour
Reit—Golden Press, 100 p., illus. by Harald
Bukor and others, $3.95. Large-scale picture
book shows boys and girls how man attempts
to conquer time and space.
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Patents of the Week

A photographic system that records the bomb damage
after a nuclear attack, a spraying device for painting flag-
poles and a folding fire ladder have been patented.

» AN AUTOMATIC photographic system
that photographs the amount of bomb dam-
age after a nuclear attack has been patented.

The high-flying camera unit snaps a series
of pictures during the brief time between
the explosion’s bright flash and the forma-
tion of the deadly mushroom cloud, in-
ventor George W. Goddard, Chevy Chase,
Md,, stated in patent No. 2,998,762. Rights
were assigned to Bulova Research and De-
velopment Laboratories, Inc., Woodside,
N. Y.

When a bomb is released from the air-
plane, a timing mechanism opens the lens
shutter while simultaneously closing the
lens port with a dense filter and capping
plate to prevent pre-exposure while the
camera is in the “ready” position. The plate
is automatically raised just before the ex-
plosion.

The atomic explosion’s bright flash is
recorded by a photocell, which raises the
filter and a series of pictures are snapped.

The camera is mounted in the airplane’s
nose and has a wideangle lens necessary
for the large destructive radius of atomic
bombs. The increased damaged area and
the nature of the after effects have made
conventional strike and bomb damage as-
sessment techniques useless in the nuclear
environment, the inventor stated.

The days of the flagpole sitting painter
are numbered, according to patent No.
2,998,801. Arthur F. Edelberg, Cleveland,
Ohio, has invented a spray painting device
that is raised or lowered on the halyard of
the flagpole. Patent rights were assigned
to Kamco Products, Inc., also of Cleveland.

The box-like device which wraps around
the pole is hoisted to the top. Spray guns
are then turned on while the painting unit
is lowered by gravity and controlled by the
halyard. Bristle brushes located at both
ends of the casing smooth the sprayed

paint on the pole while also preventing the
paint spray from leaking out of the unit.

A folding fire escape ladder for homes
and small apartments was invented by Clay-
ton E. Larson, Weston, Conn., who assigned
rights of patent No. 2,998,863 to White
Metal Rolling & Stamping Corporation,
Brooklyn, N. Y. The metal ladder can be
quickly hooked to the window and lowered
to the ground in case of fire. X-shaped
prongs project the ladder outward from the
building, providing sure footing for the
evacuee.

The ladder folds like an accordion into a
compact box and is easily stored, the patent
stated.

A motor vehicle attachment that sup-
posedly prevents hypnosis caused by steady
uninterrupted high-speed travel on modern
highways was patented by Eugene W.
Placek, Cleveland, Ohio. Rights of patent
No. 2,998,799 was assigned to Genie Prod-
ucts Company, Cleveland.

A wedgeshaped plate with fins is
dangled from a wire attached to the side
window near the driver. The plate produces
irregular noises and movement while flap-
ping in the wind, causing the eyes to
constantly refocus on the road.

An improved underground missile laun-
cher that prevents harmful shock waves
from damaging the missile during blast-off
was patented by Karol J. Bialy, College
Park, Md., who assigned rights of patent
No. 2,998,754 to the U. S. Navy. The cone-
shaped bottom of the underground tube
diverts the shock waves away from the
missile.

A large increase in the missile’s thrust
is also provided by using wing tip rollers
or ball bearings that fit into grooves in the
launching tube. The bearing assembly is
cast off as soon as the missile is airborne.
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OPTICAL STAR-
: N FINDER

Direct reading on the night
sky. Easy to use—one eye
sees an illuminated star
% chart, the other eye the ac-
tual stars. Complete with 30
charts $1.98 pp. Guaranteed.
Write for free information.

TRI-G COMPANY
Venice 1, Calif.

FREE CATALOGUES
OF SCIENCE BOOKS

State your interest! Mathematics, physics, history
of science, general science, biology, social sclences,
earth sciences, chemistry, hnmuea philosophy,
engineerin Dover publls}les over 100 books per
year, thty production standards, priced for your
kz;uds‘r:et.HDe‘gt‘YS!\L. DOVER, 180 Varick St.,

OBSERVATION HIVES
Fascinating, Entertaining
FREE BEE LITERATURE

BEE HOBBYIST
Box M-183 — Edmond, Okla.

USED AND APPROVED
BY LEADING UNIVERSITIES
Ld i

¥ DYNASCOPE

™ Reflecting
\\\ X Telescope

Y

includes

these features:
* Electric Drive
* Rotating Tube
* Setting Circles

4 B <
Only o \
5194.95 ) ] Completely
X Portable!
F.O.B. Hartford Entire telescope
Shipping Wt. dismantles in

50 Ibs. Express
charges collect

minutes for
easy carrying.

Easy Terms
Available!

Finest American-made 6-inch reflector in its
price range! Save $100 or more, yet get all
these fine features. f/8 6-inch mirror accurate
to 1 wave * 3 matched eyepieces (75X, 150X,
343X) ¢ 6 x 30 Achromatic finderscope * Heavy-
duty mount with setting circles * Rack & Pinion
eyepiece holder ¢ Sturdy lightweight tripod.

CRITERION MANUFACTURING COMPANY

Dept. NL-91, 331 Church St., Hartford 1, Conn.

[ = === FREE FACTS| MAIL COUPON | == w= s s ¢
| Criterlon Manufacturing Company

I Dept. NL-91, 331 Church St., Hartford 1, conn |

0 Under your unconditional guarantee, plea:

| ship me promptly the RV-6 DY‘\ASCOP |
My payment of $194.95 is enclosed. l

I O Please send FREE LITERATURE on the

| RV-6 Dynascope and your other DYNA- |
SCOPES priced as low as $49 l
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