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Additive Suit Dismissed

» THE SUIT against the Government
brought by the manufacturer of battery
additive AD-X2 has been dismissed “with
prejudice.”

Dr. Allen V. Astin, director of the
National Bureau of Standards, said this
was the first ime that a suit referred to
the U. S. Court of Claims by Congress
has been dismissed with prejudice, which
means the suit cannot be brought again.
The complaint claimed damages of about
$2,400,000 because of the alleged actions
of the National Bureau of Standards in con-
nection with the battery additive.

The suit against the Government was
referred in 1957 to the Court of Claims by
the House of Representatives, following a
long and often bitter controversy over the
additive.

Dr. Astin said he was particularly happy
because the Department of Justice achieved

PUBLIC HEALTH
Have CholeraVaccination
If Going to Philippines

» ALL AMERICANS going to the Philip-
pine Islands are advised to take precautions
against possible cholera contacts, Dr. Ralph
W. McComas, foreign operations chief,
Division of Foreign Quarantine, U. S. Pub-
lic Health Service, told SciENce Service.

Vaccination against cholera is advised,
although the present outbreak in the Philip-
pines does not appear to be a true cholera,
but a paracholera, Dr. McComas said.
People leaving the Islands, must also have
valid certificates against cholera.

So far, the outbreak, which has been of
epidemic proportions in rural areas of the
Philippines since October, is not believed
to be serious enough to be internationally
quarantinable, Dr. McComas said, but rou-
tine precautions are being taken.

The Philippines Embassy in Washington,
D. C., said some volunteer teams in the
Philippines were going into the central
and southern areas to give vaccination
against cholera.
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RADIO

Radar Yardstick to Sun
Most Powerful in World

See Front Cover

» THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL results in a
long-term study of radar reflections from
the sun have been announced by the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology. The meas-
urements were made with a new very high
frequency space radar system recently in-
stalled in Texas by MIT’s Lincoln Labora-
tory. The first radar contacts with the sun
were made by the Space Radioscience Labo-
ratory of Stanford University, but this is the
first time extended regular measurements
have been possible.
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dismissal of the suit without resorting to
expensive trial procedures. The dismissal
was requested by the plaintiff after being
advised in pre-trial conferences of the na-
ture of the Government’s defense of the
suit.

In April, 1953, Dr. Astin was dismissed
as director of the National Bureau of
Standards by then Secretary of Commerce
Sinclair Weeks because of displeasure over
a report on storage battery additives. After
much furor, Dr. Astin was temporarily
reinstated. Then, after a thorough investi-
gation by the National Academy of Sciences,
Dr. Astin was permanently reinstated.

Secretary Weeks accepted and endorsed
the Academy’s report giving the National
Bureau of Standards a clean bill of health
with respect to the battery additive tests,
then resigned slightly later.

Both the Post Office Department and the
Federal Trade Commission as well as the
Senate Small Business Committee were in-
volved in the controversy concerning the
battery additive during the mid-1950’s.
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RADIO ASTRONOMY

West Ford Needles
Could Orbit 100 Years

» THE COPPER NEEDLES of Project
West Ford could stay in earth orbit 100
years if they ever are ejected from their
canister and spread into an earth-circling
band of reflecting radio waves as originally
planned.

The century lifetime was estimated by
Dr. S. F. Singer of the University of Mary-
land, now at the University of California’s
Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Pasadena, Calif.
He reports in the British scientific journal,
Nature, 192:1061, 1961, that the lifetime of
the needles could be 100 years if their charge
is only one-tenth of a voltage unit more
than expected.

The canned copper wires were carried
into orbit aboard a Midas satellite on Oct.
21 from Point Arguello, Calif. The project
was bitterly opposed by many astronomers,
particularly radio astronomers, and received
a vote of opposition by the International
Astronomical Union at its Berkeley meeting.
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—(uestions—

GEOPHYSICS—How far above the earth does
the helium halo extend? p. 427.

MEDICINE—Which wrong d-agnosls
made in cases of spinal tumors? p.

PUBLIC HEALTH—What groups are considered
high influenza risks? p. 429.

was
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ucts, Inc.
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MICRO-ADS

Iiquipment, supplies and services of special in-

terest to sclentlsts science teachers and students,
science-minded laymen and hobbyists.

5¢ per word, payable in advance Closing date
8 weeks prior to publication (Saturday).

SNL, 1719 N $t., N.W., Washington 6, D. C.

GOVERNMENT SURPLUS RADIOS, AIRCRAFT
cnmem. lenses, snooperscopes. 50 page illustrated
catalog 10¢. Meshna, Malden 48, Mass.

INDEPENDENT THINKERS — INVESTIGATE
Humanism, the scientlﬂc personal philoeophy! Ethical,
humanitarian ; natural. Write:
American_Humanist Assomuhon. De'pt. SNL, Yellow
Springs, Ohio.

INTERLINGUA AT SIGHT. BOOK WILL
enable you to understand and read the international
langu: $2. 00 postpaid. Book Department, Science
Service, 1719 N Street, N.W., Washington 6, D. C.

POLAROID Jr. acsmom $2:29
Fe Attachment
This accessory shows: Colorless crystals and ﬂbrea in
brilliant colors; Conv your microscope into a
polarizing mstrument. Opens the whole world of
polarized light to y
Limited stock at 1/3rd of original price.

Polaroid Jr. set pl
with full instrectione $2.00 p.p.

HARRY ROSS  Ssigntific & Lab Apparatus

61-L Reade St.,

—ASTRONOMY——l

I For Everyone
Enjoy SKY AND TELESCOPE magazine monthly
Profusely illustrated. Observing and telescope
making departments, monfhl s'rar and plane!
charts. Subscription in .00, year;
$9.00, 2 years. Sample copy, SO¢

SKY AND TELESCOPE  componis 36 Moss.

UNITRON

ASTRONOMI(A[ TELES(OPES

UNITRON

With artificial satellites already launched and
space travel almost a reality, astronomy has
become today’s fastest growing hobby.
Exploring the skies with a telescope is a
relaxing diversion for father and son alike.
UNITRON’s handbook contains full-page
illustrated articles on astronomy, observing,
telescopes and accessories. It is of interest

to both beginners and advanced amateurs.

CONTENTS INCLUDE:

Observing the sun, moon, planets and wonders of the sky e
Constellation map « Hints for observers « Glossary of telescope
terms < How to choose a telescope « Astrophotography

UNI/ITRON

INSTRUMENT COMPANY « TELESCOPE SALES DIV.
66 NEEDHAM ST., NEWTON HIGHLANDS 61, MASS.

Please rush to me, FREE of charge,
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