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Irish Population Decline

» IRELAND has a population problem in
reverse.

Our youthful, vigorous President John F.
Kennedy will visit a country whose people
are not as productive as their farmland.

The Irish population has been declining
since the potato blight in the 1840’s. Not
counting the leprechauns, the population
was an estimated 3,000,000 in 1760. It
jumped to 8,000,000 by 1841, and since
that time has decreased to the 1760 level.

East Germany and North Viet-Nam are
the only other countries with declining rates
of growth. They owe their losses to
emigration.

Emigration is only a part of Ireland’s
problem.

As its young people have left the Emerald
Isle to seek better prospects in England and
on the Continent, the marriage rate has
sunk. There are, according to 1959 sta-
tistics, 5.4 marriages per 1,000 population—
the lowest marriage rate in the Western
world.

More than one-fourth of Irish women are
still single at the age of 45. The average
marrying age is 28, While a dim marital
future drives women to other lands, poor
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economic prospects send the young men off
the farm.

After the devastation of the potato fam-
ine, farmlands were consolidated and the
principle of primogeniture established. This
meant that the oldest son, who would in-
herit the land, had to wait until his parents
died before he could make a living for
himself. The younger sons, inheriting no
land under the system, had to leave to
find jobs elsewhere.

The young people followed a pattern set
at the time of the potato famine when emi-
gration was the only alternative to disease
or starvation.

Since that time, the population has never
regained an upward rate of growth—de-
spite the fact that Ireland is more than 909,
Catholic and that its women, when they do
marry, have more children than married
women in Italy, France, Spain or the United
States.

Now, at a time when overpopulation has
become a major world problem, the Irish
have a chance to make it their problem too.
Small factories have been springing up in
the countryside. With industrialization there
are jobs for the young people and incen-
tives to stay and marry in their homelands.
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News From Science Clubs

» MANY national and local organizations
give opportunities for additional science ex-
periences to students. The following have
been reported to Science Clubs of America
at 1719 N Street, N.W., Washington 6, D.C.

The Brooklyn’s Children’s Museum in
Brooklyn, N. Y., has formed the Junior
Astronomical and Geological Societies for
any interested students between the ages
of 12 and 17. The only requirements are
keen interest and curiosity about the stars
and space or mineralogy, oceanography and
other related fields of geology. Classes in
telescope-making and use of the Museum’s
telescope or earth science laboratories, lec-
tures and field trips are scheduled.

The South Shore Astronomy Society of
Weymouth is conducting a free astronomy
course and a telescope-making class at
Bricknell Junior High School. For informa-
tion, contact: John Nicholson, Director, 200
Winter St., Weymouth, Mass.

Branson High School’s physical educa-
tion department, Branson, Colo., cooper-
ates with the school’s Mu Alpha Mu Omega
Science Club in holding a junior high and
an eclementary basketball game with a
neighboring town. A pie auction is held
between games. The science club receives
all proceeds from the fund-raising activity
to help finance their club program.

To facilitate a Specimen Exchange Pro-
gram for teachers in the United States and
elsewhere, Ward’s maintains a file listing
the names of those who wish to participate.

You may enroll by giving your name, school
address, specimens you wish to obtain and
those you could supply others in exchange.
For information, write: Ward’s Educational
Service Department, P. O. Box 1712, Roch-
ester 3, N. Y.

Projects in school conservation programs
are featured in “Your Club Can Open the
Door to Conservation Education,” an idea-
packet booklet, issued by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture. Club sponsors may ob-
tain a free copy from the Forest Service,
U.S.D.A.,, Washington 25, D. C.
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EDUCATION
New Learning Program
For the Retired

» A PROGRAM of learning for learning’s
sake to meet the needs of the growing
older-age group in the United States is being
started by the newly established Oliver
Wendell Holmes Association, New York.

The plan calls for retired professionals
and laymen to get together and renew their
contacts with the academic world of science,
culture and public affairs.

The first of the educational institutes will
be held this summer at Rensselaerville,
N. Y., Dr. Kirtley F. Mather, Harvard Uni-
versity geologist and president of the new
association, said. A series of pilot projects
is planned.
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El AKUAINS

Order by Stock No.—Send check or M.O. Shipment
same day received—Satisfaction or money back.

Highly Sensitive “‘Wide-Angle™
TAYLOR UNI/MAG BAROMETER

Exciting Breakthrough in
Barometer Design—2 '
More Pointer Action

Tremendous advance in local

! & weather forec ng. Accurate
i 2 at any elevation—sea level to
10,000 ft. Gives 2 times more pointer action for

every degree of change in barometric pressure. Tem-
perature compensated. High utility-and-interest value
for homes, businesses, farms—forecasts weather changes
12 to 24 hrs. in advance. Attractive design. Simu-
lated brass finish. Brown leatherette front panel.
Forecast Chart on back of case—guide to quick, easy
reading. 5” x 5% ” x 2% ”. Directions included. ®
Stock No. 70,593-Q $11.95 Postpaid

War Surplus!
American-Made 7x50 Binoculars

Big savings! Brand new! Crystal-
clear viewing — 7 power. Every
optical element is coated. An excel-
lent night glass—the size recom-
mended for satellite viewing. Indi-
vidual eye focus. Exit pupil 7 mm.
Approx. field at 1,000 yds. is 376
ft. Carrying Case included. Ameri-
can 7x50’s normally cost $274.50.
Our war surplus price saves you real money.
Stock No. 1544-Q............ only $74.80 pstpd.
(Tax included)
7x35 AMERICAN MADE BINOCULARS
Stock No. 964- $60.50 Ppd. (tax included)
x 80 Binoculars—similar to above and a terrific

bargain.
Stock No. 963-Q....$33.00 pstpd. (Tax included)

19 TRANSPARENT GEOMETRIC SOLIDS

Precisely constructed, transparent
plastics. Edges outlined in red—
easily marked. Cube 2-15/16";
Sphere 2 %2 ” dia.; Rt. Circ. Cone,

2% ” dia., 5” high—others in
proportion. Imported. Includes:
Reg. Tetrahedron (4 sds)—Cube

Reg. Octahedron (8 sds)—Reg.
Dodecahedron (12 sds)—Rt. Cire.
Cone—Reg. Icosahedron (20sds)
—Frustrum of Rt. Cire. Cone—Rt. Cire. Cylinder—
Sphere—Rt. Prism, w/Sq. Base—Rt. Prism, Rect.
Base—Rt. Hexagonal Prism—Rt. Triangular Prism—
Oblique Parallelepiped—Triangular Pyramid — Reg.
Sq. Pyramid—Rg. Hex. Pyramid—Frustum of Quad,
Pyramid—Frustum of Sq. Pyramid. 3
Stock No. 70,314-Q $39.50 Postpaid

(1 Cu. Inch) SOLIDS
Se $2.50 Pstpd.

SIX EQUAL VOLUME
Stock No. 60-250-Q—One B e s
SIX PLASTIC BASIC GEOMETRIC SOLIDS SET
Stock No. 60,249-Q $1.00 Postpaid

DRAPES OF THE STARS

Give your den, office
hobby room or lab
an astronomical at-
mosphere with slip
covers and window
draperies featuring
this unusual Gali-
lean motif. Guaran-
B i teed vat colors and
pre-shrunk. Residual shrinkage 19 ; can be safely
dry cleaned or laundered. 48” to 50” wide. Scene
repeated a)ggox every 20%”.
Stock No. SR & S e e per yard $2.50 Ppd.
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BUILD A SOLAR ENERGY FURNACE

A fascinating new field. Build your own Solar
Furna for experimentation—many practical
uses. KEasy! Inexpensive! Use scrapwood! We
R furnish instructions. This sun powered furnace
will generate terrific heat—2000° to 3000°. Fuses
enamel to metal. Sets paper aflame in seconds. Use
our Fresnel Lens—14” diameter . . . f.1. 14”.
Stock No. 70,130-Q. . .Fresnel Lens. . .$6.00 Pstpd.
11” Sa. Fresnel Lens F.L. 19”. Slight 2nd.
Stock No. 70,533-Q

1(
.............. $4.75 Pstpd.

CRYSTAL-GROWING KIT

Do a crystalography project illus-
trated with large beautiful crystals
you grow yourself., Kit includes
the book “‘Crystals and Crystal
Growing’’ and a generous supply
of the chemicals you need to grow
large display crystals of potassium
aluminum sulfate (clear), potas-
(purple), potassium sodium tartrate
(blue green) or
i (red).

sulfate
(clear), nickel sulfate hexahydrate

sium
heptahydrate (green), potassium ferricyanide

and copper acetate (blue green).
Stock No. 70,8336-Q............. $9.50 Postpaid

TEACHERS! Write for Educational Catalog Q-2
Edmund Scientific Co., Barrington, N. J.

MAIL COUPON for FREE CATALOG “Q"
1

New! 1,000’s of BARGAINS

EDMUND SCIENTIFIC CO.
Barrington, New Jersey
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