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Death Teaches Lessons

A study of letters to the editors of newspapers through-
out the United States shows the American people’s varying
responses to the assassination of President John F. Kennedy.

»THE AMERICAN PEOPLE learned a
lesson from the death of President John F.
Kennedy. But it was not a single lesson.

The assassination seemed to give voice
to many individual points of view that had
up to that time been held silent.

This is the main conclusion drawn from
a sampling of letters to the editors of news-
papers in seven different geographical sec-
tions of the United States: Austin, Texas;
Birmingham, Ala.; Cleveland, Ohio; Den-
ver, Colo.; Evansville, Ind.; Knoxville,
Tenn.; Roanoke, Va.

Of a total of 396 letters, 61 explained
the moral lesson to be learned from the
tragedy.

One put it this way: “Three men died
this week because of a lack of respect for
law and order and a lack of respect for
the dignity of man,” and urged Americans
to reexamine their attitudes toward their
fellow men. One said: “Hate will destroy
this nation unless we the people stop it
now.”

One said: “Let us make use of this loss
of life as a point to start from and remem-
ber to practice the golden rule daily . . .
and ask what I can do for you not what
you can do for me.” And another said: “Let
us go back 185 years and through education
teach our children true patriotism.”

In 61 of the letters, emotion was poured
out. Some expressed personal feelings of
loss. Other tried to give voice to the mood
of the people. They grasped for compre-
hension of the event.

There was poetry. Rhyme was used in
171 communiques as a vent for feelings.

One wrote:

“Silent faces pass the bier of their late-
fallen chief

SOCIOLOGY

Saddened eyes of men all reflect their
grief ”

Another said:

“Etch this black deed upon our minds,
With all its searing pain,

Let men cry out from anguished hearts,
He shall not have died in vain.”

Many persons had advice to give. Some
of these 27 criticized the Dallas police, some
said the press should have emphasized or
deemphasized such and such. Others said
the people were not behaving in a manner
befitting the occasion. Eleven letters com-
plimented the media on their coverage of
the assassination and funeral.

Mr. Kennedy was eulogized in 26 letters.
One of these said:

“He had riches and material comforts,
yet he chose a life of service and devotion.
He was endowed with fame and fortune,
yet he preferred to minister, enlisting in
the service of our country and humanity.
He was of high state, yet he loved and
cared for the less fortunate without regard
to color, race, creed, religion or origin. He
was a true American hero and a man of the
world.”

Letters from foreign friends accounted
for 11 of the number. “Today England
is mourning. We are torn apart inside and
are emotionally exhausted.” Thus they
showed their sympathy.

There were five letters expressing anti-
Kennedy sentiments, and five letters about
the new President, Lyndon Johnson.

Nine letters expressed sympathy for and
commended the courage of Mrs. Kennedy.

Nine letters were for the other two
widows, Mrs. Tippit and Mrs. Oswald.
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Widow's Troubles Studied

» WIDOWED WOMEN, and women who
become head of a household, have their
share of trouble in this world—but differ-
ent kinds of trouble depending on where
they live.

In India, for example, widows of the
low caste of street sweepers are allowed by
custom to remarry, but only to the brothers
of their dead husbands. This means com-
plications in many cases, because often the
new husband of such a widow is still a
child, Dr. Pauline M. Kolenda of Syracuse
University, Syracuse, N. Y., told the Ameri-
can Anthropological Association meeting in
San Francisco.

Still, this kind of widow, if she finds a
suitable groom in a grown brother of her
former husband, is far better off than her

“sisters” of higher castes who frown on
any kind of remarriage, Dr. Kolenda said.

Marriages in India are mainly dictated
by custom. No officials keep records of
them and they are generally arranged by
the family. If a deceased street sweeper
has no brother a remarriage with someone
outside the family is arranged, Dr. Kolenda
said.

In contrast, women in the Western
civilization who become heads of the house-
hold often have problems in finding a place
to live, Dr. Helen Icken Safa, another
Syracuse University anthropologist, said.

Even in getting public housing facilities,
such a woman is discriminated against in
favor of families with a man at the head.
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SCIENCE BARGAINS

Order by Stock No.—send check or M.O. ahlgmem
same day received—satisfaction or money back.

NEW! SCIENCE FAIR PROJECT KITS

Edmund Kits are carefully planned
to give any boy or lthe fun
and excitement of dlscovenng 8ci-
ence facts. Such carefully planned
projects can_ lead the student to
awards or scholarships. Adults too
find them an excellent intro-
uction to the various fields of
science. Write for Free Bul Ietln
47-Q ‘““Your Selence Project’’ co

ering all phases of Science Falr

pr .
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MOLEGULE KIT—This low-priced kit
be used to make many molecular
and crystal modell onsists of 50
sponge-rubber balls, 1 inch in diameter

and 50 wooden sticks 6” x ” that

can be cut to any desired length. Balls

> inted, after assembly, to
standa,rd mole(mlar colors. With this one

kit, molecules with up to 50 atoms can be made.
Several kits can be used to make up more complex

models.
Stock No. 30,418-Q.............$2.50 Postpaid

BUILD A SOLAR ENERGY FURNACE

A fascmatg.mz new fleld. Bmld your own Solml'
Furnace for experimentation—many practical
Inexpensive! Use 8CTa; o%rdl We
furnish instructions. This s ered furnace
i t+—20 00‘ to 30 Fuses
. Sets paper aflame in sewnd.s. Use
our Fresnel Lens—14” dm etzr .1,
1t.ocks No. 70,130-Q. $6 00 Pstpd.
e .se 00 Pstpd.

esnel L
esnel Le sFL 19”. Shght
Stock No. 70,533-Q....

s

SCIENCE TREASURE CHESTS
For Boys—G@Girls—Adults!
Sclence Treasure Chest—Extra-powerful
magnets, poilﬁ oompnss, on:
wa,y-mmor m, A

ing and lots of ther items for :mn
ol eﬂglents. plus a Ten-Lens

etc. Full tmctlons included.

Stock No. 70,342-Q..... «eeo...$5.00 Postpald
Sclence Treasure Chest Deluxe—Everythmg in Chest
above plus exciting addxtional items for more advanced
experiments inclu crystal- kit, electric
i:ngstor. molecular models set. first-surface mirrors, and
0!

Stook No. 70,8348-Q............$10.00 Postpaid

WOODEN SOLID PUZZLES

12 Different x]fml” tbat will stimu-
late your ab think and reason.
Here is a
wood puzzl

t.hat will provide hou.rs
of pleasure. Twelve different go

animals and geometric forms take

ﬁart. and reassemble, give a_chance for

the family, young or old, to test

patience and best of all, to stim-

ulate abx.hty to think and reason while

having lots of fun Order yours now.

Stock No. 70,205-Q. vee...$8.00 Ppd.

CRYSTAL-GROWING KIT
Do a_crystalography project illus-
trated with large beautiful crystals
you grow yourself. Kit includes
the book ‘‘Crystals and Crystal
Gro > and a generous supply
~of tho chemicals you need to grow
1arge display crystals of potassium
aluminum sulfate (clear), potassium sulfate (purple),
potassium sodium tartrate (clear), nickel sulfate hex-
ahydrate (blue green) or heptahydrate (green),
sium ferricyanide (red), and copper acetate (blue

green) .
Stock No. 70,336-Q.............$9.50 Postpaid

Terrific Buy! American Model

OPAQUE PROJECTOR

Projects illustration up to 3” X
31%” and enlarges them to 35” X
80” if screen iy 6% ft. from pro-
jector; larger g;ctu.res if screen is
further away. No fllm or negatives
needed. Projects charts, dja a,
glctures. photos, letterin
color or black-and-white. Opem on 115 VO, mcflA G
ud

current . . . 6-ft. extension i

Opera bes on, '60 watt bulb, not includefip lgz ”

87X 4 an wde. Weight 1 b5 R
. .31 95 Postpaid

Stock No. 70,199-Q..........
TEACHERS! Write for Educational Catalog Q-2
Edmund Scientific Co., Barrington, N. J.

MAIL COUPON for FREE CATALOG “Q”

Completely new & enlarged 148
pages. Nearly 4000 BARGAINS.
EDMUND SCIENTIFIO CO.
Imlnm. New Jorsey

Please Rush Free Onhlm “Q”

Name......o0o0eienesncnncanaey
Address. ... ccccccoesroacoscssocf
City.o.coeeee. . Zone, . .Stat8.ccoceee
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