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Current U.S. Patents

» A FLOATING RUNWAY may one day
zip in and out of busy harbors carrying
ready-tofly airplanes as passengers.

Equipped with jet engines, the hydrofoil
runway would skip over the water, reach-
ing speeds of 100 miles an hour or more.

Two Demarest, N.J., engineers, Fred H.
Wilken and Herman Roberts, were awarded
patent 3,191,566 by the U.S. Patent Office
in Washington, D.C,, for the runway, which
they believe will solve the ever-increasing
problem of lack of adequate airport space
in crowded urban areas.

The floating runway would be about 200
feet long and about 40 feet wide. It would
be able to pull into a port, pick up one
loaded plane at a time, take the plane out
into the water away from crowded areas,
and while speeding along, let the plane take
off from it.

With the radar equipment available today,
it would also be easy for a plane to land
on the speeding runway, Mr. Wilken told
SCIENCE SERVICE.

The aircraft cannot run out of or over-
shoot the runway because the hull forming
the runway travels along with and under
the aircraft as long as needed for takeoff
and landing. Aircraft noise problem is also
eliminated, Mr. Wilken noted.

Food Irradiator

A system for pasteurizing food by giving
it a dose of radiation could one day prove
to be a significant tool in food processing.

Two Brookhaven National Laboratory
scientists, Otto A. Kuhl, Northport, N.Y.,
and Adolph B. Oltmann, Bayport, N.Y.,
were awarded patent 3,192,054 for the irradi-
ator, which is now being used on a develop-
mental scale in Gloucester, Mass., with vari-
ous seafoods, such as shrimp.

Patent rights were assigned to the Gov-
ernment through the U.S. Atomic Energy
Commission.

Other Interesting Patents

A newly patented space probing system
would take pictures of the moon or a planet
and send the information back to earth.
The camera, which peeks through a window
in the space vehicle, goes into action when
light from the moon triggers a photoelectric
eye. Harold D. Nuffer, China Lake, Calif.,
and Richard G. McCarty, Santa Barbara,
Calif., earned patent 3,192,476 for the sys-
tem. They assigned patent rights to the
Government through the Secretary of the
Navy.

An electronic lip reader that can detect
the position of the lips and teeth during
speech earned patent 3,192,321 for Ernie G.
Nassimbene, San Jose, Calif. To be used
with voice recognition machines, the reader
distinguishes between letters that sound
alike by catching the reflection from a light
beamed at the speaker’s mouth. Patent rights
were assigned to International Business Ma-
chines Corporation, New York.

Snake-proof trousers, lined by a special
plastic material, have been invented to help
save outdoorsmen from snake bites. Robert
F. Martin, Selma, Ala., was awarded patent
3,191,185 for the snake-proof pants.

A tiny heater mounted inside a car door
can keep the door locks from freezing up.
The lock heater can be thermostatically con-
trolled so that if the temperature drops
below a certain point, the heater will go on
automatically. William H. Swindall, Jack-
son, Tenn., was awarded patent 3,192,359
for the heater.
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Vestiges of a city believed to be the
capital of the Mali Empire, founded in
the 13th century by the Mandinga people
from the Sudan have been unearthed in
Guinea.

Controlled explosions indicate that un-
derground rocks in the western United
States are hotter than those in the East,

consistent with the hypothesis that the-

West is geologically young.
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80,000 CANDLEPOWER

SKIN DIVERS’
"%EE;E«%“S UNDERWATER
oEEAM BEAM LIGHTS
CUTS thru AS LOW 5695
FOG & SMOKE AS and

Uses six regular flashlight
batteries in 3-cell length
Made to pierce murky depths and withstand pres-
sures of underwater operation. On land its beam
leaps out for twenty miles. 80,000 candlepower
illuminates objects clearly a mile away. Pierces
smoke-filled areas. Stands alone on special foot.
Floats in water. You can jump on this flashlight.
Lightweight, used by police in squad cars.

$10.95 for 1 .. s % o PlaS ¥ SRR
$9.95 ea. for 2 (total 19.90) ..... 2 SEEEE B
$8.95 ea. for 3 (total 26.85) ................
$6.95 ea. for 6 (total 41.70) .

All Prices Postpaid—Order by Mail.
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The STEEL SUNFLOWER
attachment fits on elec-

tricdrill—Replaces scrap- (Eg A\

ing and sandblasting. &¥ %

Grinds concrete. Use o N
boats, pools, trucks, /

houses, tanks, etc.

postpaid
$l4-9s Fits all 14" drill motors.

Extra heavy duty model for 38" drill.
$l 5°95 postpaid
All Prices Postpaid—Order by Mail

COUNTRY CLUB PRODUCTS

210 West 8th St. Kansas City S5U, Missouri
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ALL DRIVERS NEED NEW

‘HAPPY BACK’

NOW you can stop driving yourself—and start
driving your car! Forget aches and strains that
spoil long-distance motoring—Ileave you ex-
hausted! New and improved model of famous
“Happy Back” is orthopedically contoured to
relieve painful nerve-pinch, give back firm sup-
port! Also great for watching TV, reading,
lounging, cards. Top quality foam rubber hand-
somely upholstered in long-lasting vinyl; 13x
10”. Specify Blue, Brown, Green, White or Red.
11700 “Happy Back”. $2.98; 2/5.50 ppd.

BRECK’S OF BOSTON
Z73 BRECK BLDG. BOSTON, MASS.
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0 Make Layouts Faster
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GRAPHIC LAYOUT BOARD

You cut your work in half for most Office
Forms, Charts, Brochures, Catalogues, Ads,
Etc. Printed scales on edges of your copy
save measuring time. Produce better /o3
layouts in half the time with this new ( Se
form. Available in several sizes and &2
weights of quality stock. Write for literature.

lllustrated Brochure No. 26-E
Including Samples
GRAPHIC SYSTEMS

925 Danville Road ¢ Yanceyville, N.C.

SILICONE HIGH
TEMPERATURE PAINT

New one coat High Temperature paint meets
household, industrial, automotive needs. With-
stands up to 1200° temperature. Won't flake,
blister or peel. Stays bright.
tects. Made in 5 colors, available in 16 ounce

Insulates. Pro-

spray container, gallons and

bulk.

pints, quarts,

For Complete Details and Prices Write:

R C INDUSTRIES INC.

Box 356, Medina 16, Ohio Phone (216) 725-4144
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