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Tomato

» TOMATOES are botanically members of
the deadly nightshade family, Solanaceae,
and for many centuries were considered
poisonous.

Today tomatoes are a major crop in
the United States and are used most every-
where in the form of juice, salad, catchup,
paste and sauce. Just recently, tomato juice
was designated the official drink of Ohio.

The nightshade family includes plants
that have a special pungent smell when
crushed, with star-shaped flowers and many-
seeded round fruits. The plants are often
narcotic and extremely poisonous, but some-
times harmless and edible. The potato, to-
mato, tobacco and petunia are all members
of this same family.

Like the potato, the tomato, Lycopersicon
esculentum, originated in South America in
an area now known as Peru, Ecuador and
Bolivia. Here it was cultivated by the
ancient Indians, and about 2,000 years ago
was carried into Central America and Mex-
ico. The Aztec Indians gave it the name
tomatl. When early explorers from Europe
discovered Central America, they then
carried tomato plants, with many other
treasures, to their own countries. Here many
people considered the tomato poisonous, and
it was grown for many years as a decorative
plant. About mid-16th century, Italians may
have been the first Europeans to eat the
tomato, and by the 18th century, it was
well accepted in Italian cooking. So back
again across the Atlantic Ocean came the
tomato in the form of sauces and stews, and
gradually the tomato plant became accepted
—although many people still hesitated to
eat the fruit until about 1820,

Although the edible tomato berry is
botanically a fruit, a decision of the U.S.
Supreme Court in 1893 labels it a vegetable
for purposes of trade.
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ZOOLOGY
Angora Mouse Joins
Cats, Goats and Rabbits

» AN ANGORA MOUSE has joined the
long-haired cats, goats and rabbits named
for the Turkish city now called Ankara.

The sport, or mutation, appeared among
hundreds of thousands of inbred mice in
the famous Jackson Laboratory mouse fac-
tory in Bar Harbor, Maine.

Dr. Margaret Dickie, who discovered the
Angora mouse, says she wonders why it
did not appear earlier because it already
had appeared in so many other species. It
is a recessive, or hidden, mutation.

Unlike Funnyfoot, the mouse with mus-
cular dystrophy that appeared in the labora-
tory in 1950, Angora is not being used for
resecarch work other than linkage tests to
show the relationship of genes.

It is important scientifically that the An-
gora mouse did appear as a mutation.
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GEOLOGY
Seawater in Lakes
Trapped Centuries Ago

» LARGE AREAS of Norway are believed
to have been flooded by the sea about 10,000
years ago, after the last great glacier dis-
appeared.

This conclusion is drawn from recent
discoveries of salt water in the bottom layers
of two Norwegian lakes. Writing in Nature,
207:156, 1965, Dr. Hans Holtan, Norwegian
Institute for Water Research, concluded that
the salt water “originated from seawater left
behind after the last glacial period.”

The lakes are Tronstadvatn and Birke-
landsvatn in southwestern Norway. The for-
mer is about seven miles from the coast and
is about 323 feet deep. The latter is about
22 miles inland with a depth of about 227
feet.

Dr. Holtan’s calculations indicate that
the present sea level in the area is about 132
feet lower than it was during the last stage
of the glacial epoch.
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PUBLIC HEALTH
Asthma Seen a Syndrome
Instead of Disease

» THE CAUSES of asthma, long believed
to be psychosomatic—related to the mind
as well as to the body—are to be studied in
New York under the direction of a psy-
chriatist with a $700,000 grant.

The grant is from the National Institute
of Mental Health, Bethesda, Md., and is
expected to cover seven years. Dr. Marvin
Stein, professor of psychiatry at Cornell
University Medical College, who has been
studying psychophysiologic factors in asthma
10 years, will direct a research team that
will use a many-sided approach. Since a
variety of causes have been found to start
asthmatic attacks, he regards asthma as a
syndrome, or combination of symptoms
rather than as a disease.

Both human beings and animals will be
studied from physiological, endocrinological,
immunochemical, and neurophysiological
as well as psychophysiological angles.

When asthma occurs at night, for ex-
ample, is it because of an antigen or aller-
gen, or is it because the person is dreaming?
The Cornell group will work with both
apparently healthy and asthmatic persons,
taking electroencephalograms or brain
waves, measuring heart rates, respiration
and perspiration during sleep.

One research team will study the effect
of the central nervous system on experi-
mental asthma and oversusceptibility in the
guinea pig. They will create stressful situa-
tions, including cold and high intensity
sound as well as the stress produced by the
development of a conditioned fear response.

Asthmatic patients  undergoing psycho-
therapy will also be studied. The therapy
sessions of some of them will be tape
recorded, while at the same time, their
respiration, heart rate and amounts of per-
spiration will be measured.
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VENDOR

® America’s first and fore-
most continvous tape mag-
azine. 3%'’ reel loaded
for 3, 5, 8, 12 and 15
minutes at 3% ips. Fits
most standard reel record-
ers. New dust-proof plastic
package for protection and
easy storage. At your
dealers.
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ELECTRONICS CORPORATION
DEPT. SL
1941 Franklin Ave., Toledo, Ohio 43624

DOCTORS TRIM 2 INCHES
OFF FLABBY WAISTS!

German_Doctors at famous Max-Planck Institute
have discovered an instant-trim method that re-
duces waistlines 2 inches in 30 days . . . puts
you back in shape fast. No sweat, strain or tir-
ing repetition. Just 10 simple, motionless ‘‘Iso-
metric Contractions.” Acclaimed internationally
by scientists, coaches, athletes and actresses.
Results guaranteed. Free, illustrated info. Write
AWARD-WINNING MINUTE-A-DAY GYM, Dept. E,
37 Centuck Station, Yonkers, N. Y. 10710.

MICRO-ADS

Equipment, supplies and services of special in-
terest to t1st. i teachers and student:
science-minded laymen and hobbyists.

25¢ per word, payable in advance. Closing date
3 weeks prior to publication (Saturday).

SNL, 1719 N st., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036

AMBER WITH FLIES, WHALETEETH, BOAR &
hippo tusks.—Tribal artifacts, featherwork—Brazil,
N. Guinea, Australia. Seven Seas, 1254 K. Miner,
Mayfleld Hts., Ohio 44124.

BINDERS FOR SNL—BUFF-COLORED BUCK-
ram. Snap-in metal strips hold 52 copies. $4.00 pp.
Send order with remittance to Science News Letter,
1719 N Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036.

BOOKS ON WILDFLOWERS. FREE LIST. LEW’S,
2510 Van Ness, San Francisco, Calif.

SURPLUS OPTICS-ELECTRONICS CATALOG. 72
pages 20¢. Meshna, Nahant, Mass.
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