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What Makes a Scientist?

A study of the factors that influence and motivate
young students toward careers in science is being conducted
by Science Service’s Science Youth Division.

» WHAT MAKES a scientist? A research
study is underway in Washington to un-
cover the factors that lead young people
to decide on a career in science.

Under the direction of Dr. Harold A.
Edgerton, chief of Science Service’s Science
Youth Division, the study aims at recreat-
ing the ingredients that make up a young
student’s mind on becoming a scientist.

Information for the study will come
from men and women who at one time
were eager science-minded youngsters them-
selves. They are the early winners of the
Science Talent Search for the Westinghouse
Science Scholarships.

At least 150 former Search winners for
the years 1942 and 1943 will be interviewed
to try to unravel those factors which con-
tributed to the encouragement and develop-
ment of these persons towards promising
careers as creative scientists.

By collecting data on the why and how
of the former winners, it is expected val-
uable information will be gained that will
help in selecting, encouraging and training
science personnel. One of the chief aims
of the study is to learn at what age young-
sters are motivated toward a science career
and how.

The study is being supported in its first
year by an $18,500 grant from the National
Science Foundation.

The annual Science Talent Search was
started in 1942 with the cooperation and
financial assistance of the Westinghouse
Educational Foundation of the Westing-
house Electric Corporation. Each year, 40
top winners and 260 honorable mentions
are chosen from competing high school
seniors from throughout the United States.
The top 40 are awarded trips to the Science
Talent Institute, conducted by Science Clubs
of America in Washington, D. C.

Since 1942, 640 winners and 4,160 honor-
able mentions have been selected.

Results of the study, Watson Davis, direc-
tor of SciENce Servick, explained, will be
made available to those organizations and
persons interested in utilizing the results
to improve their science personnel program.

White Collar Jcbs

» WHITE COLLAR jobs exert a strong
pull for American youth, according to Dr.
Ralph H. Turner, associate professor of
sociology at the University of California
at Los Angeles, who is making a study of
the social and economic aspirations of high
school seniors.

He reported that of a group of 1,262
Los Angeles area high school males who
filled out his questionnaires, only 25%, of
them indicated an intention of going into

occupations involving manual labor. Yet
48%, of this group comes from families
where the breadwinner does some sort of
manual labor.

Though only 129, of the group’s families
are from professional and semi-professional
backgrounds, 53%, of the sons aspire to
these occupations.

The three-year research project involves
a study of approximately 2,900 high school
and 1,300 college students of both sexes.
Dr. Turner will attempt to identify the
values and attitudes of people who are
striving for a higher social and economic
level than that of their parents. Education
is generally the vehicle used by the young
people in this “upward mobility” process.

Dr. Turner is presently making a parallel
study in England, the results of which wiil
be compared with the American study.

Educators may be particularly interested
in the project because it will indicate the
problems of changing values and ‘“‘compli-
cations in interpersonal relations” which are
likely to develop during the climb up the
social and economic ladder.

It will also help educators by identifying
the kinds of students who are most likely
to strive for a higher level, providing infor-
mation on the students’ relations with peer
groups, and shedding light on the values
of students from different class backgrounds.
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PHARMACOLOGY
Non-Laxative Drug for
Chronic Constipation

» A NEW non-laxative drug that can end
chronic constipation in many cases is re-
ported by Drs. Manuel Correia-Branco,
Manuel Kaufman, Raymond F. McAteer,
Leonard P. Landry and Howard E. Lind
of the Brooks Hospital, Brookline, Mass.

The drug, now being sold without a pre-
scription under the trade name of Regutol,
is technically not a laxative since it does
not increase intestinal motor activity, the
scientists say. .

It acts by purely physical means and is
actually a softener of intestinal obstruc-
tions. The drug is nontoxic even when
used over long periods of time and creates
no adverse side effects.

Tested in 183 cases of chronic constipa-
tion, the non-laxative was fully effective
in 86%, of the patients after the 12th day
of treatment.

The drug is chemically known as dioctyl
sodium sulfosuccinate and releases most
patients from continued use of conventional
laxatives.

In severe cases it is combined with a lax-
ative at first, and then when normal in-
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testinal movement has been restored, the
laxative is eliminated.

The drug can be taken regularly for an
indefinite period of time, the doctors report.

It is particularly valuable in such condi-
tions as abdominal surgery, cardiovascular
disease and pregnancy.

The researchers made their report in
American Practitioner and Digest of Treat-

ment (July).
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In sunstroke, body temperature rises, skin
grows hot and dry, face reddens and a
shooting headache develops, while heat ex-
haustion’s symptoms are low body tem-
perature, cold, clammy skin, pallor, dizzi-
ness and a dull headache.

A ONE-INCH
tover per e 'tox DISPLAY ““AD”

within one year. Circulation of SCIENCE
NEWS LETTER is more than 52,000 copies per
issue—and increasing steadily. Send us YOUR
“copy” instructions, now, for the mnext issue.

AN AD OF THIS SIZE
costs only $15.40 for
a single insertion.
Rates are considerably

Running out of time?

Too much reading? Qur solution for people who have
heavy loads of professional or business reading or who
want to cover more ground in pleasure reading is a
HYPERSPEED READING KIT. Already in use by
hundreds of our customers these kits can double or
triple your reading speed. For example one person
went from 600-1800 words per minute, enough to read
a novel in less than an hour. Your comprehension stays
high and even improves as speed goes up.

The hyperspeed reading kit contains materials like
those in use at leading remedial clinics throughout the
United States. Tested and successful the equipment is
particularly suited to adults working at home without
supervision. You receive a mechanical reading rate ac-
celerator and a complete book describing the method
- .. price of kit with accelerator and texts $28.00 (pp)

Is your child gifted?

The GIFTED CHILD MAGAZINE will help you de-
cide what action to take about special problems such
as extra training in musie, art, or science, selection of
schools, choice of college, .and guide you in the pur-
chase of books, play materials, kits or extra equipment
suitable for the abilities and interests of the gifted
child. Designed for parents and school personnel, psy-
chologists, and all who have contact with gifted chil-
dren_this bi-monthly magazine makes available feature
articles, monographs and abstracts covering all con-
temporary research in the field.
Our subscribers include research groups: United States
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare; school
systems: Beverly Hills; Jackson, Michigan; Erie, Pa.;
ete. as well as hundreds of parents, teachers, psycholo-
Annual subscription. . .$5.00

gists and psychiatrists.
Up to date?

Are you keeping up with these fields? Or would you
like to know more?

Designed for home study, each course comes complete
with a variety of up-to-date texts, charts, and manuals
integrated into a regular series of lessons and exami-

nations. Standards for the certificate of completion are

high. You can begin at your level and go as far as
you want.

If your problem is how to find the time or place to
study a subject you need to know about or want to
know about we can help you.

In addition to the courses listed below we can arrange
individual or group programs of study in technical
fields complete with material. Why not send for our
catalog now? You cannot afford to neglect your educa-
tion for lack of opportunity when it is so easy and in-
expensive to study at home.
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Oliver Garfield Co., Dept. SL 87-A

31 Broadway, New Haven, Connecticut

Please send me information_ about the courses I have
checked below. I understand that there is no obliga-
tion on my part to enroll, and that no one will call
me.

PHYSICS . CHEMISTRY

O College Physics O High School

[0 High School Physics O College

O Television (Color) O Analytic

] Radar . [0 Quantitative

' Nuclear Physics [ Qualitative

] Construction of Robots [J Organic

[J Acoustics i {1 Physical

0 Computer Operation O Biochemistry

[0 Digita

] Analog

[0 Programming
BIOLOGY MATHEMATICS PSYCHOLOGY
[0 High School [J Trigonometry [] Normal
O Human Physi- [J gebra, O Child

nlogy 1 Solid Geometry] Abnormal
[0 Zoology [ Calculus Mental Hy-
[0 Botany [] Statistics giene
[0 Genetics | [0 Programming [J Aptitude Texts
[0 Neurophysi- [0 Numerical [0 Rapid Reading
ology Analysis

/)

A58

www.jstor.org



