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Larger Families Wanted

» AMONG COUPLES where parenthood
is perfectly planned, there is a tendency
for the better off to want the most children.
And young couples today want larger fami-
lies than did the young people before World
War II.

This is indicated on the basis of a survey
made by a Princeton group of a sample of
100 young couples in Camden, N. J., who
have already had their second baby. The
survey was reported to the International
Union for Scientific Study of Population
meeting in Stockholm, Sweden.

The young couples studied were asked
about their preferences on size of family.
About equal numbers want a total of two,
three and four children. Very few want
more than four. The average is just a little
over three. This is in sharp contrast to the
size of family preferred by city dwellers
before World War 1II.

Those who want just three children are
those whose first two babies are of the same
sex. Those with two girls want a third,
hoping for a boy; those with two boys want
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another because they hope to have a little
girl.

The couples included in the study live in
a large metropolitan area. All but nine re-
ported that they use the rhythm method or
some other form of contraception.

There is a tendency for more children to
be wanted by the higher occupational, edu-
cational and income groups.

Couples who want the largest families
are those who are happy in their work and
marriage, who go to church frequently and
have the least personal conflict or anxiety.

The survey was reported by Drs. Frank
W. Notestein, Elliot G. Mishler, Robert G.
Potter Jr., and Charles F. Westoff, of the
Office of Population Research, Princeton
University, Princeton, N. J.

If all the white women in the United
States who already have two children were
to go on to have the number of children
desired by this sample group, there would
be no worry about their replacing them-
selves, the report indicates.
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New Anti-Drinking Drug

» AN ANTI-DRINKING DRUG for alco-
holics less violent in its reaction than pres-
ently used Antabuse has been found. The
protection it gives alcoholics is reported in
the Canadian Medical Association [ournal
(Aug. 1) by Dr. John D. Armstrong, Uni-
versity of Toronto, and medical director,
Alcoholism Research Foundation.

Called CCC, short for citrated calcium
carbimide, the new compound is still under-
going clinical trials but appears to cause
less of such distressing side effects as
drowsiness, skin rashes and impotence,
which have sometimes been noticed with
the older drug.

Both drugs cause the body to react more
or less violently within minutes after the
patient has taken an alcoholic drink. They
produce headaches, a pounding heart, a
feeling of chest constriction and possible
loss of consciousness.

When Antabuse first came into use, it
was thought that it would play a far greater
role in curing alcoholism than it has been
able to do, Dr. Armstrong reports.

Part of the drug’s failure can be blamed
on its unpleasantness although this is not
the whole story.

The real value of both Antabuse and CCC
lies in the alcoholic’s knowing what will
happen to him if he decides to start drink-
ing again.

Neither of the drugs is perfect, although
each has its own particular value. CCC is
best for patients who have had bad side
reactions with Antabuse or who want a
milder-acting drug than Antabuse. On the
other hand, there is a substantial group of
alcoholics who lean toward the extremes
and want the security of knowing that the

earlier drug will give them a severe re-
action.

With CCC, sensitivity to alcohol occurs
in a few hours, while with Antabuse it
takes seven to ten days to be sure of an
adequate reaction.

More research should be done to find a
drug that would be reliable and would
cause the alcoholic to vomit immediately
after drinking. This type of drug would
be preferable to both Antabuse and CCC,
which cause potentially dangerous reactions
in the blood system.
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PSYCHOLOGY
Army Studies Flickering
Light as Combat Weapon

» THE EFFECT of flickering light as a
possible military weapon against enemy
troops was reported by Dr. L. M. N. Bach,
professor of physiology at Tulane Univer-
sity, to a conference of Army and civilian
scientists in New Orleans.

The studies were made by Tulane Uni-
versity under Army contract to see if the
well-known distracting effects of flickering
light could interfere with the mental ability
of enemy troops.

The most disturbing effects come from
white light at maximum brightness which
is flickering at a rate of nine times per
second, Dr. Bach said.

Subjects exposed to this kind of flicker-
ing reported such sensations as “falling
asleep,” “feel hypnotized,” and “drowsy,”
but only two subjects actually fell asleep,
he said. Women were hit the hardest by
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the flickers, with headaches and feelings of
nausea more common to them than they
were to men.

In rifle-firing experiments, Dr. Bach re-
ported, the flickering light could reduce the
accuracy of opposing marksmen by as much
as 50%, if it were put behind the target, that
is behind friendly troops. But experienced
marksmen were only temporarily confused
by it when firing at moving targets, and
their scores soon returned to normal after
an initial reduction.

On the whole, the research was not too
productive. The sensations produced by the
flickering light do interfere with mental
function but apparently not enough to be
effective.

The conference was sponsored jointly by
the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers Re-
search and Development Laboratories, Fort
Belvoir, Va., and Tulane University, New
Orleans, La.

Associated with Dr. Bach in the studies
were Drs. C. J. Sperry Jr. and J. T. Ray,
also of Tulane University.
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SEQUEX LABELS

Ngmbered 1 to 5,000 (Self-Adhesive)
]i For consecutively
¢ numbering anything

Write for samples and prices

CARGILLE SCIENTIFIC INC.
117 Liberty St. New York 6, N. Y.

Can you think faster
than this Machine?

Control Panel of GENIAC set up to do a problem
in check valve research.

Be careful before you answer. GENIAC, the first elec-
trical brain construction kit, is equipped to play tic-
tac-toe, cipher and encipher codes, convert from binary
to decimal, reason in syllogisms, as well as add, sub-
tract, multiply and divide. Specific problems in a
variety of flelds — actuarial, policy claim settlement,
physics, etc., can be set up and solved with the com-
ponents. Connections are solderless and are com-
pletely explained with templates in the manual. This
Sovgrs 33 circuits and shows how new ones can be
esigned.

You will find building and using GENIACS a won-
derful experience; one kit user wrote us: ‘‘this kit has
opened up a new world of thinking to me.” You
actually see how computing, problem solving, and
game play (Tic-tac-toe, nim, etc.) can be analyzed
with Boolean Algebra and the_ algebraic_ solutions
transformed directly into current diagrams. You create
from over 400 specially designed and manufactured
components a machine that solves problems faster than
you can express them.

.SEND for your GENIAC kit now. Only $19.95
with over four hundred components and parts, fully
illustrated manual and wiring diagrams. e gmran-
tee that if you do not want to keep GENTAC after
one wee:;rs you can return it for full refund plus ship-
pIing costs.

SEETETTT"TMAIL THIS COUPON—=—————=
SCIENCE KITS, Dept. SL 87-E. Oliver Garfield Co.
126 Lexington Ave., N. Y.

Please send me:

1 GENIAC Electric Brain Construction Kit and
anual.

M.
$19.95 (East of Mississippi) = ...... ..
$20.95 (Elsewhere in United States) ...... .
$21.95 (Outside the United States) ........
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