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Scientific Gifts for Christmas

These unusual gift suggestions, at a wide variety of
prices, are based on recent studies of the hobbies and “Wish
Lists” of nearly 450 young scientists.

By SHIRLEY MOORE

» IF YOU have a junior scientist in your
house, or among your young relatives or
friends, you may have wondered what sort
of Christmas gift really would please this
kind of youngster.

Some helpful information and unusual
gift ideas have been discovered in a recent
study of the hobbies and “Wish Lists” of
nearly 450 science-minded teen-agers. Final-
ists in the Seventh and Eighth National
Science Fairs, whose ages range from 14 to
19, were asked to name their hobbies and
to list gifts they would choose for their
awards if they should be judged winners at
the Fair.

The amazingly varied interests and wishes
revealed in this SciENCE SErvICE study sug-
gests that the efficient way of gifting a high
school-aged science enthusiast is to find out
what field you are encouraging and what
particular gaps in equipment you might be
able to fill, or to decide what new interest
you would like to spark.

With a little imagination and resourceful-
ness, you can then find a gift exactly tailored
to the youngster you want to please, and for
almost any amount of money you plan to
spend.

Chemistry Gifts

For example, if the feld is chemistry,
there are such stocking stuffers as test tubes
(50 cents a dozen and up), a test tube
brush (35 cents) or rack (60 cents), a lab
apron ($1.45 up), small amounts of chemi-
cals (15 cents up), rubber and glass tubing
(40 cents up) and similar inexpensive
equipment. Sometimes these items are avail-
able at large drug stores, surgical supply
shops or student supply stores near colleges.
Better still, if there is a scientific supply
company in your vicinity, you can usually
order by phone or visit the office to make
your purchase. All the major companies
issue complete catalogues for mail order
service, and many high schools have copies
you might use.

Science News LETTER is a welcome gift
to most young chemists ($5.50 a year) and
they would almost surely enjoy CHEMISTRY
magazine, now especially edited for students
and their teachers ($4 a year).

If you are in no position to buy the
telescope, microscope or binoculars on the
Wish Lists of many teen-agers, look into
the small accessories such as polishing
agents, lens cleaning papers (25 cents to
50 cents), star charts (50 cents and up),
leaflets, books and periodicals in these fields
(10 cents to several dollars).

If you would particularly like to give a

book, but are uncertain about which book,
or the price is beyond your Christmas
budget, how about a gift certificate that will
pay for at least part of the book? Do not
overlook the excellent paperback reprints
of science classics and paper editions of new
and exciting writing in nearly every field
of science.

If you live in a city where there is a fine
museumn, investigate their unusual and
expert publications, color slides, models and
other authentic but relatively inexpensive
materials.

Few of us can give our favorite young
scientists the high-fidelity components, radio
kits or tape recorders they may have been
longing for, but how about tape, or tape
recordings, records, protective plastic en-
velopes for records, radio log books?

Equipment Accessories

Think, too, about film for the camera, a
lens brush, a slide file, the many kinds and
sizes of indispensable files and cabinets,
notebooks, bookends, a pocket hand lens
($1.50 up), a pocket slide rule (75 cents
up), stamp hinges (25 cents to 50 cents),
coin albums (35 cents) and other small
accessories or pocket versions of major
equipment.

If you live in a different part of the
country from your rock and mineral collec-
tor, a small box of specimens from your
area may please him inordinately. This
would be true for collectors of many kinds,
and you may be able to fill empty places
with very little trouble or expense once you
have found out approximately what it is
you are looking for.

The junior high school years, from 12 to
14 or 15, are sometimes the most important
in determining whether or not a youngster
is going to become a scientist. ScIENCE
SErvICE studies show that this is most often
the period when a latent spark of ability
and interest becomes a flame of enthusiasm
and talent. So from this point on, it is
doubly important to be sure that young
people are given every opportunity to be-
come acquainted with the fascinating ad-
venture of science hobbies, and be given full
encouragement to explore whatever catches
their interest.

With this in mind, one of the most
stimulating and original Christmas gifts
you could possibly give an embryo scientist
is a catalogue or two from scientific supply
companies and a check to spend on his own
choice of the highly intriguing materials
available.

In these catalogues and specialized bul-
letins there are photographs of and in-
formation about such captivating subjects
as micropaleontology and mineral fluores-
cence. Basic materials for fluorescent ex-
periments may cost from $2 to $6. (Seven
fluorescent specimens, a label list and an
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argon lamp for a little more than $2; or
a two-watt Stroblite ultraviolet lamp and
six Stroblite ultraviolet liquids for about $6.)
An introductory micropaleontology set of
six slides costs about $6.50; additional slides
are about $1 each.

A subscription to TuiNes of Science or a
selection of one or more of the kits (75
cents each, three for $1.50, a year’s sub-
scription to the monthly kits for $5, from
ScieNce Service) would be another good
“science sampler” gift. Each unit contains
unusual materials of scientific interest, in-
formation about them, suggestions for ex-
periments and exhibit cards so that the
units may be collected and displayed as a
miniature museum. A great variety of
subjects is covered, from gibberellic acid
to plastics, from straightline geometry to
copper, from mollusks to carbon.

These are a few of the scientific supply
companies with catalogues available: Ward’s
Natural Sciencé Establishment, Inc., 3000
Ridge Road East, Rochester, N.Y.; Edmund
Scientific Company, Barrington, N.J.; Fisher
Scientific Company, 7722 Woodbury Drive,
Silver Spring, Md.; or General Biological
Supply House, Inc.,, 8200 South Hoyne
Ave., Chicago 20, IlL

Now that children’s magazines, comics
and TV programs include basic science and
new developments as a mattter of course,
even science-minded kindergartners demand
more from us than “cute” fantasy. They
are insulted by grossly inaccurate toy rockets
and satellites, and they are baffled by books
that misrepresent or overpopularize scien-
tific facts.

Wish List Contents

Nearly 59%, of the teen-agers questioned
list sports hobbies which range from swim-
ming, skin diving and boating through all
the usual competitive sports, camping and
hiking activities to spelunking and flying.

About a third of these teen-agers are
musicians or much interested in music. The
arts in one form or another are leisure time
pursuits of 20%, closely followed by pho-
tography and reading.

Optical equipment leads the field of Wish
Lists with nearly half of the students want-
ing such items as microscopes ($15 to $200),
binoculars ($10 to $50) and telescope parts
($2.50 up).

-Books, including highly technical works
in nearly every field, are listed by nearly
40%. Almost as many mention photo-
graphic equipment and supplies. Precision
slide rules ($3 to $25), radio kits and
equipment and electric and electronic kits,
motors and accessories are listed by a fourth
of the young winners.

Influences that stir productive interest in
science are varied, but many successful
scientists clearly remember having been
introduced to the wonder of the sky or
the earth’s rocks and creatures by a member
of the family or an interested relative or
friend.

If this year’s thoughtfully chosen Christ-
mas gifts inspire even a few girls and boys to
become science adventurers, what invaluable
gifts Santa Claus will have left under the
world’s Christmas tree!
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PRISMS $1.50

WT. % 18.

periscopes. Fine

optically , b on prisms with

vered base. Terrific for all of spectro-
graphic work, in homemade & oth

optical systems for bending Makes unusual

paper weight (paint your name on it) or con-

versation piece for mantel N find ny

other uses. NEW . 8. .
$25 ea. NOW—$1.50 ea. ppd. or 4 for $5.00
ppd. Calif. vrgs uadd sales

tax.
LUME SALES CO.
War Assets Div., Dept. L2-1214

NORMAL PRICE OF
SLIDE RULES

$3to $4

PRACTICAL HELP
for Bigger Pay—

QUICK ANSWERS FOR THE STUDENT
Can you write! Then you can use this slide rule.
For students, mechanics, shop men, teachers, lab
workers, and all who use figures. Rule is full 10
inches long with A, B, G, D, G, and K scales.
Will  figure very quickly, multiplies, divides,

Quaranteed.
ce.

squares, roots, so forth. Satisfaction
Limit of 8 rules per order at this very specia! .
instruction book, to get answers
instantly without pencil or paper,
plus black imitation fibre case.

DIVERSEY SLIDE
2833 N. Burling

3930 Sunset Blvd.  Los Angeles 29, Calif.

YOU READ ABOUT IT IN THE
“WALL STREET JOURNAL"

WORTH YOUR READING TIME
JUST COMPLETED & RELE&::Dd
the fantastic report of how pennies, nie , dimes,
quarters, and eg:lf—dolhrs ve turned into blue-
chip investments.

A Guide to Coin Investment

The most amazing report ever completed on in-
vestment practices within a hobby. A clear, con-
cise, comprehensive book based on findings of gov-
ernment research scientists interested in coin col-
lecting. Seven chapters of detailed descriptions of
how a hobby has turned into an investor’s bonanza.

An interesting well-written book complete with
statistical data derived from an analysis of coin
investing trends over a three-year period, plus a
statistical look into future prices of all U.S.
pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters, half-dollars,
commemoratives, proofs, and gold.

PRICE: $2.50 3%:°% ‘& fostac
and bandling charges).
Send .your order and remittance to coordinating

author:
DR. ROBERT BILINSKI
Box 6254-8 8an Diego 6, California

Acid | Alkaline eesecccccces

Profit by the simplicity and accuracy of
Hydrion pH test papers for mtl;m the de-
", Ikalinity o ety

aree of or

Results to_0.5 pH unit, or less, very In-
formative. Two 15-ft. rolls of 10-color paper
in plastic dispenser $2.00. Or, write for
leaflet Hydrion/SNL.

R. P. Cargille Laboratories, Inc.
117 Liberty St. New York 6, NY.
0000000000000000000000000

RULE co.
[ 14, NI
LINGUAPHONE

hicago
MAKES IT EASY TO LISTEN and LEARN to

SPANISH (Ageriosn or)
GERMAN ¢ ITALIAN * JAPANESE

FRENCH
MODERN GREEK °* ICELANDIC

—any of 34 languages available AT HOME

Only Linguaphone, The World’s Standard Conver-
sational Method, brings 8 to 12 of the world’s best
native language teachers into your home.
. You listen to life-like, conversational recordings for
just 20 _minutes a day. You hear men and women
eak—YOU Understand—You SPEAK. Over a mil-
ion_home-study students of all ages. Write y for
FREE Book and details of FREE TRIAL. No obliga-
ion. Linguaphone Institute, T-31-127 Radio City
New York 20, N. Y.

SAVE 35% AND MORE

ON GERMAN CAMERAS!
Investigate our unique buying plan.

“IMPORT YOUR OWN".
All types of Micro and technical photographic
%qgigmél%“mggdgi. Exakta 11a with waistlevel
view-finder & 58mm/72.0_Automatio Blotar len

189.00
Deluxe case

8.00 (duty
Other _camera-accessory and lens combinations
available.

Parcel post and insurance included. Similar sav-
ings on many other famous makes and accessories.
Brand new, original factory packing. ly the
latest factory production. ce list by return mail.
Specify interests and requirements.

NELSON COMPANY
7810-L Gr d Ave. Washl 12, D. C.

MEMO TO WRITERS:

The priceless ingredients in every book is the
integrity of the publisher. 1f we are convinced
of the quality and sales potential of your manu-
script, we will offer you a fair cooperative con-
tract. Publication will be handled by men of
vision and experience.

Submit your manuscript to:

THE AMERICAN PRESS
Atten: Mr. OHM, 489 Fifth Ave., N.Y., N.Y.

PREDICT YOUR WINTER WEATHER!
1 k Weat te nable
) by 0.8 So. ¢
Ur 1
10¢ Science
WORL
2563 15th St.

Catalog Free to Teacher
D OF ADVENTURE

Denver 11, Colorado

Special Buy!

plus

JOHN SURREY, LTD.,

EXTRA VALUE:
with inside file $5.95

When remitting please add 75¢ for postage & handling

ATTACHE

CASE
Better Than LEATHER

snnnsnnnad

® Waterproof ® Fully Lined

® Scuffproof

® Brass plated ® 17 x 113 x 4
fittings inches

Hardwood frame

construction ® Ginger Tan

| Styled by Executives for the carrying of papers,
documents and small articles. Appreciated by

Students, Salesmen, Accountants, trip takers.
Roomy and durable. Practical and Neat.

o SES

plus 10% Fed. Tax

109% F.T.

11 W. 32nd St., Dept. SN-33, New York 1, N. Y.




