OBSTETRICS
Study Reveals Mothers
Like ‘‘Rooming In’’

» MOST MOTHERS like “rooming in,”
the modern system in which a newborn
baby is cared for by the mother in her
hospital room.

This is revealed in a study of 100 new
mothers, conducted by Sharon Ringholz
and Miriam Morris of the University of
California, Los Angeles, School of Nursing.

Even mothers with several children, who
might be expected to look forward to a few
days “rest” at the hospital after the new
baby arrives, like the system.

“Rooming in” is not a brand new con-
cept. Mothers “roomed in” from paleolithic
times to the early part of this century. Then
babies were isolated and lined up in rows
in a central nursery, and proud fathers
pressed their noses against the glass of the
nursery’s viewing window. Under this
system the baby is handled very little by
either parent until time comes to go home.

Not long ago medical circles started
worrying about psychological effects of this
unnatural separation of parent and child.
And along came an increasing problem of
drug-resistant germs, which could cause
sweeping epidemics in the hospital nurs-
eries. Thus “rooming in” was reborn.

In this system a newborn may remain
with his or her mother in her hospital
room, usually as long as the mother de-
sires, and according to the UCLA study,
mothers generally find it a satisfying experi-
ence. Only four mothers interviewed ex-
pressed fatigue or inability or unwillingness
to care for their babies.

One factor that appeared to strongly in-
fluence the mother’s acceptance of “rooming
in” was the enthusiasm of the professional
staff. Although there may not have been
formal instruction by the staff in child
care, a positive attitude toward “rooming
in” seemed to be contagious and was ab-
sorbed by the mothers.
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PUBLIC SAFETY
Accidental Deaths Fewer
By Two Percent in 1961

» DEATHS BY ACCIDENT in the United
States dipped again in 1961. For the first
time the toll has been below 50 deaths per
100,000 persons, according to the National
Safety Council in Chicago.

Reductions in motor vehicle, home, work
and public accidents resulted in a two per-
cent decrease (from 93,000 to 91,000). This,
combined with a two percent population
increase, lowered the death percentages to
an all time low for recent years.

The cost of the total accident toll is esti-
mated at $14 billion for injuries and deaths,
the Council reported. Of this, $6.8 billion
is attributed to motor vehicle accidents, the
nation’s primary accidental killer.

The traffic toll claimed 38,000 lives and
disabled another 1,400,000 persons, but re-
mained far below the record high of 1941.
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or anywhere

in between

Focus on any classroom specimen—

and see it in just the size you want. Bausch & Lomb Stereo-
Zoom® Microscopes give you continuously variable power.
Just a turn of the knob gives you an infinite choice of repeat-
able magnifications throughout the entire stereo range of

your instruments.

There’s a new “Power Pod” design, too. Completely encloses
the optical system in a single unit—eliminates image jump
and blackout and keeps out dust, dirt, and sticky fingers.

Bausch & Lomb StereoZoom Microscopes are priced well

within your budget. See
one soon in a free class-
room demonstration.

BAUSCH & LOMB
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BAUSCH & LOMB INCORPORATED
16027 Bausch St., Rochester 2, N. Y.

[0 Please send Catalog D-15 with complete in-
formation on B&L StereoZoom Microscopes.

[0 Please arrange a free clasroom demonstra-
tion at my convenience.
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