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Doctors Are Reading—

» THE LIFE of at least one child out of
101 affected by brain disease following lead
poisoning was saved by surgery.

The brain is affected in about one-fourth
of lead poisonings among children, Drs.
Joseph Greengard, David C. Voris and Ray-
mond Hayden of Cook County Children’s
Hospital in Chicago reported in the Jour-
nal of the American Medical Association,
180:660, 1962.

“Of 101 acute lead encephalopathies
(brain disease) observed at this hospital
during the years 1959-1961,” the doctors
said, “25 were operated upon.”

Deaths among these “most-severely-ill
children was 64%, as compared to 31.6%,
over-all mortality in the 101 encephalopa-
thies,” they reported, concluding that sur-
gery “in selected cases” has a place in
treatment of brain disease caused by lead
poisoning.

An accompanying editorial points out that
lead poisoning is “essentially a problem of
big cities with slum areas where deteriora-
tion of housing has occurred.” Lead intoxi-
cation in the young child is a total com-
munity problem “of great magnitude,” the
Journal commented (p. 687).

University Without Walls

Better medical care for the nation would
result through a comprehensive program
of continuing medical education, another
editorial points out. A “university without
walls” was recommended as a challenge to
doctors and a benefit to citizens (p. 684).

Supporting evidence that there is prog-
ress toward a national, coordinated agency
to further continuing medical education
appeared in a report of the Joint Study
Committee in Continuing Medical Educa-
tion (p. 676).

Dr. Bernard V. Dryer, study director and
a member of the faculty of Western Reserve
University School of Medicine, Cleveland,
wrote the report, which cited “a serious gap
between available knowledge and applica-
tion in medical practice.” It said “the phy-
sician must be a lifedme student if he would
maintain his full professional competence.”

Television would be part of the teaching
mechanism of the university without walls,
and a series of voluntary examinations
would be developed along with each “core
curriculum” to let the participating physi-
cian assess his own progress.

Medical centers, community hospitals and
general or special medical societies would
be used for bedside teaching and group
clinics along with group discussions and
conferences.

New Cold Hypersensitivity

A new form of cold hypersensitivity was
reported by Drs. Walter B. Shelley and
William A. Caro of the University of Penn-
sylvania School of Medicine. They termed it
“cold erythema” (redness of the skin that
is sometimes serious) (p. 639).

One patient, aged five, became rigid and
cried out piercingly on any significant ex-
posure to cold.

“We believe that the clinical syndrome
exhibited by this patient represents a previ-
ously unrecognized type of cold hypersensi-
tivity,” the physicians said. The patient was
treated with drugs, but warmth was the
sovereign remedy. The disease appears to
be congenital and nonallergic.
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RADIOLOGY

Radiation Affects
Mammals’ Nerve System

» RADIATION EFFECTS on the nervous
system of mammals have been detected for
the first time after 60 years of working
with ionizing radiation, two scientists
at the U. S. Naval Radiological Defense
Laboratory, San Francisco, reported.

Sleeping rats will awaken within 12
seconds after exposure to a very low dosage
(three roentgens) of ionizing radiation.
The dosage is less than a person receives
through his feet from a shoe store fluoro-
scope.

Dr. Donald J. Kimeldorf, head of the
laboratory’s physiology-psychology branch,
with Edward L. Hunt, reported the
findings.

“Inasmuch as radiation is capable of
arousing the sleeping animal,” the scientists
said, “his behavior and emotional reactions
in a radiation field might well be altered.
This is one of the earliest responses to
radiation exposure known and its relation-
ship to the development of radiation sick-
ness requires investigation.”
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Lithium when present in small amounts
in the soil or irrigation water produces a
characteristic mottling on citrus leaves.

MICRO-ADS

Equipment, supplies and services of special in-

terest to scientists, science teachers and students,
science-minded laymen and hobbyists.

25¢ per word, payable in advance. Closmg date
3 weeks prior to publication (Saturday).

SNL, 1719 N St.,, N.W., Washington 6, D. C.

(xOVLR\ML\'T SURPLUS RADIOS, AIRCRAFT
cameras, lenses, snooperscopes. 50 page illustrated
catalog 10¢. Meshna, Malden 48, Mass.

INDEPENDENT THINKERS—INVESTIGATE
Humanism, the scientific f)ersonal philosophy! Ethical,
humanitarian, nonpolitical, nonsupernatural. Free lit-
erature. American Humanist Association, Dept. SNL-1,
Yellow Springs, Ohio.

MAGAZINES. 1888-
Service, Box 465-SN,

NATIONAL
1961, any
Wilmington,

GEOGRAPHIC
issue. Periodical
Delaware.

OBSERVATION BEEHIVES FOR HOME OR
School. Educational, entertaining. Free literature. Bee
Hobbyist, Box M-183, Edmond, Oklahoma.

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS ANALYZED
by Prof. Charles Maney, scientist, and Richard Hall,
1916 17Lh Street, N.W., Washington 9, D. C
Price $3.50
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How To Get Things none

BOARDMASTER VISUAL CONTROL
Your operations are pictured at a glance.
You save time, money and prevent mixups
by Seeing What is Happening at all times.

Ideal for Production, Maintenance,

Inventory, Scheduling, Sales, Etc.

Easy to Use. You write on cards,

snap on metal board. Over 750,000 in Use.

24-Page BOOKLET No. Vv-30
Mailed Without Obligation

GRAPHIC SYSTEMS
925 Danville Road ¢ Yanceyville, N.C.

GEM CARBIDE SCRIBER $1.50 p.p.

Tipped by the hardest metal made by man. Stays

harp 50 times longer than other metals. GEM CAR-
BIDE SCRIBER pencils can engrave on hardened
steels, metals, glass, gems, ceramics, plastics, etc.
USED BY: jéwelers, artists, craftsmen, designers, die
cutters, glass cutters, machine shops, laboratories and
model bmlde'rs FREE pocket chp FREE instructions.
GENUINE DIAMOND SC ER $4.00
Hardest, natu.rally sharpmt, zenume crystal octahe-
dron diamond. Weight 2 points. Mounted in powdered
metal matrix allowing full safety against pressure and
stress. Fastest cutting, non-breaking material under
most working conditions.

HARRY ROSS Scientific & Lab Apparatus

61-L Reade St.. N.Y. 7. N.Y.

UNITRON
ASTRONOMICAL TELESCOPES

N OBSERVER'S GUIDE

UNETRON

With artificial satellites already launched and
space travel almost a reality, astronomy has
become today's fastest growing hobby.
Exploring the skies with a telescope is a
relaxing diversion for father and son alike.
UNITRON's handbook contains full-page
illustrated articles on astronomy, observing,
telescopes and accessories. [t is of interest
to both beginners and advanced amateurs.

CONTENTS INCLUDE:

Observing the sun, moon, planets and wonders of the sky o
Constellation map « Hints for observers « Glossary of telescope
terms « How to choose a telescope < Astrophotography

UNITRON

INSTRUMENT COMPANY « TELESCOPE SALES DIV.
66 NEEDHAM ST., NEWTON HIGHLANDS 61, MASS.

Please rush to me, FREE of charge,
|UNITRON S OBSERVER'S GUIDE and TELESCOPE
: CATALOG # 5C-1
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