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Screwworm Border Patrol

» AN UNUSUAL border patrol will be
stationed in south Texas for the purpose of
combating a million-dollar-a-year insect pest.
The guards are the male insects.

Sterile male screwworms are being pro-
duced in a new “factory” located at an old
Air Force base near Mission, Texas. They
are to be spread as an artificial barrier along
the Mexican border, U. S. Department of
Agriculture scientists told ScCIENCE SERVICE.
They are part of a multi-million dollar pro-
gram to stop infestation by these livestock
pests.

The barrier patrol will actually consist
of three main parts, of which the sterile
male flies will be a part. Two-thirds of the
money, however, will be spent for con-
trolling animal movements in, out or
through the strip and surveillance and treat-
ment of animals residing in the area.

The new screwworm-fly-rearing plant
will be capable of producing 50,000,000 to
75,000,000 sexually sterile flies each week
within a month after dedication on June
16, the scientists said. It replaces a tem-
porary rearing plant located near Kerrville,
Texas, which has been producing about
25,000,000 flies a week.

Officials do not yet know how wide the
artificial barrier must be to control the na-
tive screwworm population. They are un-
sure of the numbers of flies needed in each
square mile. But the effectiveness of a
former Florida campaign to destroy the
insects has given scientists a good estimate.
From this they must experiment and decide
the effective width.

The screwworm flies lay eggs along mar-
gins of wounds of warm-blooded animals,
especially in the navel of newborn livestock.
The larvae eat the tissue or blood of these
animals, causing damage and death to the
host.

GENERAL SCIENCE

In the winter most of the flies die. Those
which over-winter breed and give rise to a
new generation of pests. If the female mates
with irradiated males, the eggs do not hatch
and the species is eventually wiped out.

This procedure has been successful in the
Southeast and originally on the Dutch
island of Caracao in the Caribbean Sea,
USDA officials explained. These successes
and new advances point to complete elimi-
nation in the heavily-infested overwintering
areas of Texas by the spring of 1963.
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ENTOMOLOGY
Paper Cup Becomes
Gypsy Moth Trap

» FROM PICNIC table to the war against
the gypsy moth is the path taken by the
common paper cup.

The paper cup modified into an insect
trap is open at both ends and lined with
water resistant polyethylene. Devised by the
American Can Company, they are less ex-
pensive and easier to handle than the old
type metal traps.

The gypsy moth, introduced from Europe
93 years ago, has spread over 40,000,000
acres in the United States. Now confined to
the northeast part of the country and a
small part of Michigan they threaten to
spread to the Ozarks and the Midwest.

A key part of the fight against these
moths is a trapping program conducted by
the Department of Agriculture. The male
moth is lured by a synthetic chemical into
the paper cup traps placed on branches of
trees. Expecting to find a female moth in
the cup, it is caught in the tanglefoot spread
on the inner surface.
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News From Science Clubs

» AS THE 1961-62 school year ends, science
clubs are reporting their successful science
and community activities to Science Clubs
of America.

SPARTIFIC SCIENCE CLUB at Hilo
Intermediate School, Hilo, Hawaii, has co-
sponsored a science camp and sponsored a
school science fair, lectures and field trips.

FRANKLIN SCIENCE CLUB at the
Franklin Senior High School, Stockton,
Calif., sent Science Demonstration Teams
to other schools and held a Science Open
House for their parents.

The members of the BI-PHY-CHEM
CLUB at the Warren High School, Bowling
Green, Ky., worked together for funds for
the club to visit the U.S. Atomic Energy
Plant at Oak Ridge, Tenn.

The COCHRAN SCIENCE CLUB of
Cochran Junior High School, Johnstown,
Pa, sent a gift subscription for Science

News LETTER to a student in Indonesia with
other books and materials.

THE SCIENCE CLUB members at the
Tottenville High School, Staten Island,
N. Y., have made classroom demonstrations
and tutored other students in biology.

The most successful activities of the
SHOW ME CLUB at the District High
School, Enfield, Ill., has been bird watching
and taxonomy for the community.

The most successful activities of the
GENERAL SCIENCE CLUB at the Cat-
balogan I Elementary School, Samor, Philip-
pines, have been community improvements,
making science gardens, soliciting donations
for the Science Museum and science demon-
strations.

PLAN to affiliate your club with Science
Clubs of America for 1962-63. Address:
1719 N Street, N.W., Washington 6, D. C.
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EYE MIRROR Magnifies 5X
for ‘‘Iri-dlagnosis”
Permits direct viewing of the cap-
illaries in your own eye. Greatly
helps remove dust from the eye or
unwanted hair from the area, also
for eye makeup. Front-surfaced
mirror of finest optical glass pol-
ished to_highest perfection. Alum-
inized. Brilliant reflectivity. Use-
ful, beautiful. Diameter 1% " (40
mm). Packaged in lucite. $2.50
Scientific & Lad Apparatus
61-L Reade 8t., N.Y. 7, N.Y.

HARRY ROSS

~~~~~VENUS FLY TRAP~~
EATS LIVE FLIES

Bulbs grow into exquisite
house plants that catch and
5| eat live insects! Bear white
flowers on 12” stems. Green
leaves form rosettes. Each
leaf tipped with pink trap,
holding nectar. When insect
is in trap, it snaps shut,
absorbs him, reopens. Also
eats raw beef, or feeds
normally thru roots. Easy to
grow. Develops in 3-4
weeks.

3 Bulbs $1.00 Ppd.
18 Bulbs $5.00 Ppd.

Send check or money order
Satisfaction Guaranteed

CS-62 Spencer Bldg.,
~~~SPENCER GIFTS Riianuic ciy, N. 4.

BIND and SAVE Your SNL's

All 52 issues of SNL, for a full
year can be permanently filed
in these sturdy buff-colored,
buckram binders.

Each issue snaps into the
cover with a metal strip. Only
$4.00 complete. Postpaid.

Order now, from

SCIENCE NEWS LETTER

1719 “N” N.W. Wash. 6, D.C.

MICRO-ADS

Equipment, supplies and services of special in-
terest to scientists, science teachers and students,

science-minded laymen and hobbyists.
25¢ per word, payable in advance. Closing date
3 weeks prior to publication (Saturday).

SNL, 1719 N St., N.W., Washington 6, D. C.

BRIEF GRAMMAR OF INTERLINGUA IN THE
International Language and list of words frequently

in seven languages. Free. Send stamped self-
addressed envelope to. Interlingua, 1719 N Street,
N.W., Washington 6, D. C.

FIRST TIME ON 8MM FILM—SCOTT CARPEN-
ter’s space ﬂlght from blast-off to plckui) Projection
time: ten minutes. John Glenn’s ﬂ:ght also available.
Both remarkable films only $10.50, or $5.50 each.
New Era Films, Box 579, Santa Momca, California.

GOVERNMENT SURPLUS RADIOS, AIRCRAFT
cameras, lenses, snooperscopes, 50 page illustrated
catalog 10¢. Meshna, Malden 48, Mass.

INDEPENDENT THINKERS—INVESTIGATE
Humanism, the scientific personal philosophy! Ethical,
humanitarian, nonpolitical, nonsupernatural. Free ln-
erature. American Humamst Association, Dept. SNL-1
Yellow Springs, Ohio.

MAGNETIC RECORDING TAPE: 1 MIL MILAR;

1800’ on 7” reel. Highest quality, government surplus

Scotch_and Ampex. $24/dozen, postpaid; or $2.40

iglch dJ Spicer, 524 Palmetto Drive, Miami Springs,
orida.

OBSERVATION BEEHIVES FOR HOME OR
School. Educational, entertaining. Free literature. Bee
Hobbyist, Box M-183, Edmond, Oklahoma.

RADIOISOTOPES, ONLY $3.00 EACH, SAFELY
encapsulated in transparent plastic disks. ‘Box 5092,
Elmwood Station, Berkeley, Calif.

www.jstor.org



