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Science News LETTER for July 13, 1963

Patents of the Week

A launch for shooting meteorological rockets in vertical
positions from aircraft flying on the level, which earned a
U.S. patent, will aid investigations of weather conditions.

» A METHOD and apparatus for launch-
ing meteorological rockets from aircraft in
motion received patent 3,094,896 from the
U.S. Patent Office.

The device will allow rocketsondes, used
for measuring and transmitting atmospheric
conditions, to be launched vertically from
a plane flying on the level.

Radiosondes have been carried skyward
by balloons or dropped from airplanes. The
rocket-propelled rocketsonde is launched
from ships or from the ground. The new
launching technique developed by three
Pennsylvania scientists carries rocketsonde
development one step farther.

The invention includes an improved sup-
port for holding the rocket in launching
position, which automatically releases after
the rocket is fired and is unaffected by
temperature changes.

The rocketsonde will be able to investi-
gate weather conditions at greater altitudes
and wider areas, because the launching
station can be quickly moved around. It
was invented by Ralph C. Carson Jr. of Wil-
low Grove, Pa.; Salvatore J. Grillo of New
Britain, Pa., and Tor W. Jansen of South-
ampton, Pa. Rights were assigned to the
Secretary of the Navy.

Transonic Flight Line Computer

An airborne computer that calculates
flight data while an airplane is traveling
faster than sound earned patent 3,094,868
for Niels Yde Andersen Jr. of East Aurora,
N. Y, and Hiramie T. McAdams of
Williamsville, N. Y.

The invention includes a pressure probe
or sensing device on the outside of the
plane, transducers to convert the pressure
values on the probe into impulses for the
computer, and the computer that translates
the impulses into accurate measurements
of outside pressure.

The computer measures the free stream
values of static pressure, impact pressure,
angles of attack and sideslip and Mach
number (velocity) of the aircraft. Rights
to the invention were assigned to the
Secretary of the Navy.

Defoliation of Cotton Plants

A method of stripping leaves from cotton
plants by spraying the air with ammonia
vapor gained patent 3,095,298 for James B.
Fisher of Westhaven, Calif., and George W.
Cazaly of Hanford, Calif.

The method involves surrounding the
plant with about two-hundredths to six-
hundredths of a pound of anhydrous am-
monia vapor per cubic yard of air. Con-
tact should last no longer than five seconds.

Ammonia vapor improves on earlier de-
foliants because it aims at the lower part

of the plant where cotton boll rot could
set in if not defoliated, it leaves no residue,
and is only sprayed once. Irrigation of the
cotton may be continued up to one week
prior to defoliation treatment. Rights were
assigned to California Research Corp., San
Francisco.

Other Significant Patents

Patents also include:

A blood circulation device that affects
metabolism by placing part of the body in
a liquid pressure chamber, for which Nor-
man A. MacLeod of La Habra, Calif,
received patent 3,094,983.

A process for manufacturing paper from
synthetic fibers on a conventional paper-
making machine. Richard T. Jackson of
Phillipsburg, N. J., and Donald G. Magill
Jr. of Milford, N. J., were awarded patent
3,095,345. They assigned rights to Riegel
Paper Corporation, New York, N. Y.

A comb and hair brush for discharging
static electricity from hair by a grounded
extension cord attached to the bristles and
teeth of the comb and brush. James R.
Stith of Fort Worth, Texas, received patent

3,095,523 for this device.

A vapor barrier film consisting of wax
dissolved in oil and light hydrocarbon to
be spread on reservoirs to decrease evap-
oration of water, for which George W.
Eckert of Wappingers Falls, N. Y., and
Kenneth M. Hall of Beacon, N. Y., were
awarded patent 3,095,263. Rights were
assigned to Texaco, Inc.
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TECHNOLOGY
Science to Aid Law
Research at Los Angeles

» SCIENCE and technology will be har-
nessed to the administration of justice at
a new law-science research center at the
University of California, Los Angeles.

It will find ways “to prevent the legal
process from becoming so afflicted by the
mass of data that it generates as to jeopard-
ize the maintenance of the rule of law in a
free society,” Prof. Edgar A. Jones, director,
explained.

The center will study the use of com-
puters and other electronic equipment de-
signed for swift and efficient processing,
selection, retrieval and comparative analysis.
It will carry out research on disciplines other
than law in the administration of justice.

Fields to be explored will include engi-
neering, economics, psychology, philosophy,
political science, sociology, mathematics,
systems analysis, institutional organization,
corporations and labor unions.
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Trap Your Own Rainbow
PRISM $8.00 p.p.

Brilliant water-white crystal-——45°-
90°-45°. Flat to highest tolerances.
Wt. 10 _oz. Size 3%” x
21, ” x 1%"” optical glass.
Slight and/or minor im-
%erfections. Cost $30.00.
ntil you have witnessed
the glory of a spectrum
(rainbow) cast by this
prism with sunlight you
have not been truly happy.

2 for $12.00 p.
HARRY ROSS

p.
Scientific & Lab Apparatus
61-L Reade St., N. Y. 7, N. Y.

INSTANT SNUFFERS—Your cigarette stops
smoking instantly—is out in 5 seconds. No
smoldering, burnt tables, rugs, upholstery
or clothing. For home, office or lab, driv-
ing in heavy traffic, hunting or camping in
a fire hazard area. There is a Snuffer for
your smoking convenience that will Snuff
out your cigarette faster, cleaner and safer.
Model #1 for pocket or purse, 49¢; #2
white porcelain fits any ashtray, 59¢; #3
magnetic for auto, 89¢—all for $1.85 ppd.
Stover Co., Box SN, 2831 Castle Dr., San
Jose 25, Calif.

MAKE MONEY WRITING

.. short paragraphs!

You don’t have to be a trained author to make money
writing. Hundreds now making money every day on
short paragraphs. I tell you what to write, where and
how to sell; and supply big list of editors who buy from
beginners. Lots of small checks in a hurry bring cash
that adds up quickly. No tedious study. Write to sell,
right away. Send for free facts. BENSON BARRETT,
Dept. 163-G 7464 N. Clark St., Chicago 26, Iil.

MICRO-ADS

Equipment, supplies and services of special in-
terest to scientists, science teachers and students,
science-minded laymen and hobbyists. |

25¢ per word, payable in advance. Closing date
8 weeks prior to publication (Saturday).

SNL, 1719 N st., N.W., Washington 36, D. C.

EXERCISE WITHOUT MOVING! DO TEN_2-SEC-

ond isometric exercises. Write Mickey Mantle’s

%inutg—A}-{Day Gym, 37 Centuck Stations, Yonkers 33,
ew York.

GOVERNMENT SURPLUS RADIOS, AIﬂI}crérAgg
cameras, enses, Snooperscopes. page ustra
catalog 10¢. Meshna, Malden 48, Mass.

INDEPENDENT THINKERS—INVESTIGATE
Humanism, the scientific personal philosophy! Ethical,
humanitarian, nonﬁolimcal, nonsupernatural. Free_ lit-
erature. American Humanist Association, Dept. SNL-1,

Yellow Springs, Ohio.

SPACE COVERS COMMEMORATING U.S. SPACE
Achievements. Write for brochure. Space Craft Covers,

Box 2296, Huntington, West Virginia.

TENSILE AND COMPRESSION PORTABLE TEST-
ers for research and education described in_8-page
bulletins. Write for bulletins 64-K-C. Research Prod-
ucts Co., Box 1047, St. Petersburg, Florida.

THEORY OF SPACE—ALTERNATIVE TO RELA-
tivity., Booklet 35 cents. Mackintosh, 15809 Kings-
bury St., Granada Hills, Calif.

www.jstor.org



