INVENTION

Science NEws LETTER for January 16, 1965

Current U.S. Patents

A computer located in a plane, satellite or missile
traveling faster than sound can avtomatically adjust a camera
inside to take sharper pictures of the land below.

» CLEARER PICTURES can be taken
from airplanes, satellites or missiles with the
aid of a computer that automatically moves
the camera on target.

The computer, one of the 1,003 patents
granted by the U.S. Patent Office, adjusts
the camera or synchronizes the camera film
to compensate for the movement of the
plane, which is traveling at a supersonic
speed and at a high altitude.

It earned patent 3,163,098 for Friend H.
Kierstead Jr., Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, and
patent rights were assigned to his employer,
the Goodyear Aerospace Corporation, Ak-
ron, Ohio.

The computer, which is connected with
a number of classified materials, is now
being used for Government surveillance
work,

Located in the plane along with the cam-
era, the computer will move the camera
so that it will look at the same terrain area
during the time that the shutter is open,
regardless of the forward movement of the
aircraft or its height, Mr. Kierstead reported.

The system will measure the velocity-
height ratio to an accuracy of 99.9%, or
better.

Pistol Trainer

A device that helps teach policemen how
to shoot a pistol with very high accuracy
has earned a patent.

The training aid, which is now being
used by the Fairfax County, Va., police, con-
sists of a piece of steel wire that keeps the
shooter’s wrist from wobbling as he pulls
the trigger. The gun stabilizer, which
earned patent 3,162,966 for Gregory M. La
Coss, Falls Church, Va., is attached to the
gun handle on both sides and cradles the
lower part of the arm and wrist.

Shooters lose most of their accuracy by
an unwanted wrist movement, Mr. La Coss
told Science Service. The stabilizer is de-
signed to give the trainee the correct idea
of how to shoot a gun, and once he learns
he will not forget. The device helps to teach
anyone to shoot a gun accurately in a very
short period of time, Mr. La Coss said.

Suvitcase With Wheels

A newly patented suitcase-with-wheels lets
travelers roll their heavy suitcases rather
than dragging them.

The builtin wheels blend into the con-
tours of the suitcase, yet are wide enough
to give good rolling action over irregular
surfaces, reports Charles Leavell, Lombard,
Ill., inventor.

Two wheels are exposed at the base on
one side of the suitcase and a handle is
attached to the opposite side so that the
traveler can push or pull the suitcase around

like a wheelbarrow. The suitcase with
builtin wheels earned patent 3,163,268 for
Mr. Leavell.

Jettisoned Instruments Recovery

Two Atomic Energy Commission scien-
tists have come to the aid of their agency
as well as others who would like to recover
instrument packages from rockets or mis-
siles, or from airplanes about to ditch at
sea.

They have devised an improved flotation
bag that automatically sends out radio or
other signals after it hits the water. Ira T.
Holt and Harold E. Widdows of Albu-
querque, N. Mex., assigned rights to patent
3,161,896 to the Government through the
Atomlc Energy Commission.

Other Patents Issued

A process for preparing wheat in a form
widely used in the Middle Eastern countries
was patented. Known as bulgur, the prepa-
ration can be ready for table use within five
minutes after mixing with hot water, com-
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pared to the usual 20- to 40-minute cooking
period.

Robert E. Ferrel of Richmond, Calif,,
assigned rights to patent 3,162,535 to the
Government through the Secretary of Agri-
culture.

A new launching system permits a con-
tinuous flow of guided missiles from a
magazine to a launching apparatus, adapt-
able for either single or salvo firing. The
Government was assigned rights to patent
3,162,088 through the Secretary of the Navy
by Sven Landstrom of Stockholm.

A trainer for conditioning astronauts to
work in space earned patent 3,161,968 for
Marvin F. De Boy of Buffalo, N.Y., and
Ralph E. Flexman of Tonawanda, N.Y.,
who assigned rights to Bell Aerospace Cor-
poration.

A gate that can be adjusted to fit the doo:-
way or passageway earned patent 3,163,205
for Robert Gottlieb, Jackson Heights, N.Y.
The gate needs no rivets, bolts or screws
to be fastened to the walls, but uses press-
fitting contacts that hold the gate in posi-
tion.

An earring chain that keeps earrings from
getting lost earned patent 3,163,026 for John
M. Kenny, Weehawken, N.J. It consists of
a tiny chain with a hairpin in the middle
and an earring attached to each end.

For a list of registered patent attorneys
and other Patent Office information, write
the Commissioner of Patents, Washington,
D.C. 20231, or call 202-967-4058 for specific
information.
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AMAZING LOW PRICE

reports,

Does Twice ;As Much
At Half the Cost

NOW—A TRUE FIDELITY-ALL TRANSISTOR
EXECUTIVE RECORDER

FITS IN PALM OF YOUR HAND AND IN YOUR POCKET
N 45 Minute recording m Weight—1 1b. (ap-
W Fully transistorized rox.)
el $3995 L

A MINIATURE MEMORY MACHINE. Automatically stores your ideas,
memos Repeats

on the go. Sensafional value compares with unconditionally
recorders selling at much
fingertips—instant record: mg stop, reverse, playback,
move recorder from case. St

for 90 days against defects in material or workmanship.

Unbreakable hand- stant reeordmg ine

some metal case stant playback

(black & silver) L ] Uneondltlonally
guaran

them on demand. A ‘‘Must’ for the man
ranteed
at your
No need to re-

Unconditionally guaranteed

higher prices. All functional controls
urdily crafted.

J COMPLETE with Conference microphone,
remote control switch, private ear phone.
reels, magnetic tape, batteries, leather
carrying case and strap, microphone case.

ALSO INCLUDES: SECRET TIE-CLIP
MICROPHONE for on the spot record-
ing at no charge. Provides sensitive
pick-up range to 35 feet or more.

LAND AND SEA

- BEAM
 LIGHTS

80,000
CANDLEPOWER

Made to pierce murky depths and withstand pres-
sures of underwater operation. On land its beam
leaps out for 20 miles, 80,000 candlepower illu-
minates objects clearly a mile away. Pierces
smoke-filled areas. Stands alone on_special foot.
Floats in water, Unbreakable lens. You can jump
on this flashlight. Used by police in squad cars,
skin divers, boatsmen, hunters, fishermen, ship-
pers, watchmen, firemen

TREMENDOUS PIERCING BEAM_ ON TAND
CUTS THROUGH FOG AND SMOKE. Un-
conditional money back guarantee. Send check or
money_ order.

7 $10.95 for 1

3 $9.95 each for 2 (total $19.90)

STANDARD AMERICAN BEAM
Dept. 116 SNB, 1 Park Ave., New York, N.Y. 10016

10 DAY FREE TRIAL — ORDER TODAY

STANDARD AMERICAN SUPPLIERS, Inc.
Dept. 116 SNR, 1 Park Ave.,
New York, N. Y. 10016
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lgels of tape If not deli hted I
Inay retum (in xood condmon of course) for

O Telephone any
phone and clearly records conversations $4 95

=] gzreseols of mylar tape—3 hours recording time
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CITY.
Add $1.25 for postage & handling per Executive l
Recorder
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