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President Meets Winners

It is imperative to keep an open mind, and for political
science and physical science to advance and grow together
for mutual understanding, President Johnson tells 40 winners.

By PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON

Remarks to National Science Talent Search
Winners in the Cabinet Room of the W hite
House, March 1

See Front Cover

» [ AM VERY PROUD to welcome you
to the White House this morning. I hope
I spend some time with you. My daughter
Luci is very interested in science—not politi-
cal science either, although she adapts her-
self where necessary to it. She has just been
admitted to Georgetown to enter nursing
school there, and she is very attracted by
that possibility. When I told her this morn-
ing that I was going to meet with you today,
she congratulated me. I have forgotten just
how she put it but she said something like
this: “Daddy, there is just nothing more ‘in’
than brains.” Now, do you all understand
what she is talking about?

So we do here in the White House have
the highest regard for brains and talent, and
especially in science. Dr. Seaborg, one of the
most noted scientists in the world, is head
of our Atomic Energy Commission. Dr.
Hornig, one of the great men in science, is
my Science Advisor and one of the most
stimulating persons that I have come in
contact with. (To left of President on
cover)

Changes Since World War 1

Back in World War I, a representative
of the American Chemical Society called on
the Secretary of War and offered the services
of the nation’s chemists. The Secretary
thanked him and asked him to return the
next day. When he did, the Secretary of
War expressed appreciation for the offer
but that it was unnecessary. He had looked
into the matter and he had found that the
War Department already had a scientist.

So you can see what has happened from
World War I to the present day. I do want
you to know though that the White House
today already has a chemist. Dr. Hornig is
one of the most distinguished. But both he
and many others in your Government are
very anxious to produce all the scientists
that we possibly can in this country.

The first President to live in the White
House was John Adams. His wife used to
hang the family washing in the East Room.
John Adams once made this observation:

“While all other sciences have advanced,
that of Government is at a standstill: little
better understood, little better practiced now,
than 3,000 to 4,000 years ago.”

I mention this because I deeply believe
it is imperative for political science and
physical science to advance together, and
to grow together and to have mutual under-
standing of each other.

The politician who closes his mind to
science 1s a disservice to his people and to
his time. The same is true of the scientist
who closes his mind to politics.

Some of the most interesting meetings
I had during this last campaign during this
last summer were with some of the most
distinguished scientists of this age. So the
end of both politics and science must be
the same—to serve humanity.

In your careers as scientists, I think you
will share in shaping and reshaping our
world today into a new world tomorrow.
Before you are as old as I am, we shall
observe in 1992 the 500th anniversary of
the discovery of the Americas. The dis-
coveries in which you will participate how-
ever will extend the horizons and frontiers
of man much more than the discovery that
Columbus made, because by 1992 the knowl-
edge of man will have multiplied more than
three fold. The test and trial for your gen-
eration will be not quantity, but it will be
the quality of the wisdom with which your
knowledge is used.

By 1992, distances on earth will have lost
all meaning. Man will be moving purpose-
fully among the planets; man will be farm-
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A CLOSER LOOK—Dr. ]J. W. Coltman, director of Mathematics and Radia-

ing the beds of the sea. He will be inhabiting
the reaches of the Arctic and Antarctic. He
will be tlling the deserts and he will be
taming the jungles.

So think about what an exciting age that
you are living in and is just around the
corner. Think about the promise that is
vast and that is bright. Think about your
participation in it, and realize that the pros-
pect for you is neither soft nor easy. Your
generation will be tried and will be tested
more than any other generation to preserve
on earth those qualities which make human
life worth living.

Broad Understanding Important

We must defend freedom not only against
enemies without, but against enemies within.
An understanding of science alone will be
no more adequate training for your tests
than would be a knowledge of politics alone,

Some of the great Presidents who have
lived in this House have found that mis-
understanding in this country and problems
that arose in this country, and leadership in
this country, caused them really more trou-
bles than leadership in the world. That was
true of Woodrow Wilson, that was true of
Franklin D. Roosevelt, that was true of
Harry S. Truman. That was even true of
Dwight D. Eisenhower, although I did all
I could to minimize any of the great dif-
ferences.

Some times though we do find that our
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LIGHT ON FOOD—STSers Nancy Fering, Patricia Lynn Ader, Joe Harabin

and James Truitt observe the effect of ultraviolet light on food particles

during a visit to the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology conducted by Dr.
Frank B. Jobnson, chief of the bistochemical branch.

President, Winners
(Continued from p. 163)

own people must endure tests and must be
tried and must defend freedom, not only
against enemies without, but against folks
who don’t understand within.

So an understanding of science alone will
be no more adequate training for your tests
that would be this politics that I talked
about. If the future demands depth in your
knowledge, it will require breadth in your
understanding.

I have not the slightest doubt that some
of the wars which we have engaged in
have been brought about because of a lack
of understanding, and not just other nations
but among ourselves, among our own peo-
ple, and the fact that we conveyed the
impressions to others which they accepted
and acted upon which were not really repre-
sentative of the views of our country.

The Kaiser may not have thought that
sinking the Lusitania would bring us into
war immediately. After Munich and Cham-
berlain’s experience and some of our per-
formance in this country, Hitler undoubt-
edly thought that he could move as he did
without interference. The Japanese had
questions about what we would do at Pearl
Harbor.

So that is why today we are concerning
ourselves with the education of all of our
people and hoping that they will under-
stand. I watch with the utmost eagerness
every indication of understanding of our
people or lack of understanding, as meas-
ured by various yardsticks.

I believe that every American boy and
girl must be able to receive all the educa-
tion they can absorb. I think that is impor-
tant—every boy and girl in this country
receives all that they can absorb, whatever
their birth, wherever they live, whatever

the income of their parents, regardless of
what side of the tracks they live on.

Tomorrow we hope to indelibly impress
upon the minds of everybody in this coun-
try by a vote from the House Committee
that education is the first priority of our
country and is the first priority of your
Capital and is the first priority of your
President.

Likewise, peace is our first pursuit. I pray
every night and a good many times during
the day that when you have reached that
year of 1992, you will be able to look back
over your lives and have no recollections
of war—not remember two of them as I do.

But that the only memories you will have
will be of peace on earth, good will toward
men. And that must be our purpose, that
must be our objective, and that must be the
pledge of my generation and yours. I think
as a result of your experiences and your
dedication and your diligence and what is
going to come out of efforts that you make,
that that just may be possible; that when
you sit in your rocking chair talking about
what used to be in 1992, that you can say,
“Well, I was at the White House and 1
talked to the President. He remembered a
good many combats, a few offensives that
he engaged in, and he remembered two
wars. But I have lived my life and I haven’t
known any.”

If T could have my wish this morning,
that would be my wish. I think that you
young people perhaps hold that within your
grasp.

I remember in World War II they told us
that these beardless youngsters couldn’t
equal the task of the 50,000 planes
a year that President Roosevelt had pro-
duced. But the scientists and the workmen
produced the planes and the beardless
youngsters learned how to fly them and
our peace was preserved. What we pray

today is that we won’t have to fly those
planes. We'll have them, we’ll be prepared.
We pray we won'’t have to call those young-
sters out of the high schools and the col-
leges, but rather than yield our liberty we
will.

Finally, that in the end of your career,
in the twilight, that you can sit there and
reminisce and say: “I knew only peace in
my time.”
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1 do wish, at this time, on behalf of my
fellow Trustees of SCIENCE SERVICE, to ex-
press our deep gratitude to the authorities
of Westinghouse past and present for their
wisdom and great foresight in making this
outstanding program possible and to the
volunteer judges who have done so much
to make this talent -search successful.

Science ServicE itself has contributed
much during the almost half a century
of its activity to make true scientific in-
formation broadly available to the public
and to encourage appreciation of the im-
portance of science and of the scientific
method in what may be called the gen-
eral thought stream of the American public.

This work of SciENce Service has been
done through newspapers, television, radio
and the provision of great editions of in-
expensive books. SCIENCE SERVICE, by work-
ing with Westinghouse, the National Sci-
ence Foundation, and other organizations
and individuals, has demonstrated that it
has a special function as an endowed non-
profit organization in the active world of
modern American science. It plays a sig-
nificant role in what is now certainly one
oi the most important areas of American
life.

SciENCE SERVICE, again I emphasize as a
nonprofit endowed organization, publishes
Science News Letter, a weekly summary of
current science. It conducts a service called
“Things of Science” by means of which
monthly experimental kits are provided for
schools and individuals all over the world.

SCIENCE SERVICE as its most famous func-
tion also maintains a news report by wire
to send out daily new highlights of sci-
ence. It also provides other science news
services for papers all over America.

But, tonight, we all must remember that
the Science Talent Search is an especially
important part of the great Youth Pro-
gram that SciENce Service conducts. Sci-
ENCE SERVICE has stimulated more than 20;-
000 science clubs in the high schools of
the world. The immense ferment of this
youth program in science and its stimula-
tion of science education involving as it
does now about one million young sci-
ence students and their dedicated teachers
had its beginning in the farsighted pioneer-
ing of the Science Talent Search, which
Westinghouse has made possible.

This is the 24th anniversary of the.Sci-
ence Talent Search and the 44th anniver-
sary of SciENce Service itself. I cannot resist
saying that the distinction of SCIENCE SErv-
IcE is very largely due to the idealism, the
wisdom and the plain old-fashioned hard
work of one man, Dr. Watson Davis.



