NATURE RAMBLINGS

By Frank Thone

W hite Pine

Among the noblest of our winter
evergreens is the white pine, dis-
tinguishable from all other common
pines by the dark, smooth bark on its
upper trunk and branches, even where
these are of considerable size, and
especially by the fact that its long,
fine, soft needles are invariably found
in bunches of five. The trees of the
yellow-pine group have coarser, stiffer
needles in groups of from two to
four, usually two, but with one unim-
portant exception on the Pacific
coast, the yellow-pine needles are
never in fives.

A past generation built very largely
in white pine—*“soft pine” they called
it then. Now it is scarce and very
expensive, and most of it comes from
the Pacific Northwest, where there
are still some great white pine forests,
though these are being devoured by ax
and saw as were those of Minnesota
and Michigan and Maine in the good
old days when people thought that
American forests could never be
exhausted.

In the East, a new generation,
warned of the prospective desperate
shortage of this most desirable soft-
wood, has been setting out plantations
of white pine, and caring solicitously
for the patches of original timber that
are left. But by a tragic irony, just
as the loss by waste was being ended,
greater loss by plague has come in.
For the white pine of the central and
eastern states is threatened with ex-
tinction by a terrible plant disease, the
white pine blister rust. It has been
discovered that this disease depends
on currants and gooseberries for a
part of its life, and both wild and
cultivated bushes of these berries are
being wiped out in the campaign to
save the white pine trees.
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Minot Simplified
Automatic Rotary Microtome

An improved Minot Rotary Microtome is offered by the
Bausch & Lomb Optical Company. Upon the suggestion of
Dr. Howard T. Karsner of the School of Medicine of Western
Reserve University, the best features of the Standard Rotary
Microtome, as sponsored by the late Dr. Charles S. Minot of
Harvard University, and the best features of this type of
microtome formerly made by the International Instrument
Company have been combined to form one microtome of un-
usual features.

Four of its outstanding features are:

1. The Universal Ball and Socket Specimen
clamp, with one screw only for rigidity.

2. The vertical and horizontal bearings fitted
with high grade steel inserts, contacted by
screws conveniently placed to provide
means for taking up wear when necessary.

3. A cog wheel of steel, which feeds two
microns at a time.

4. The base which is very heavy to give great
stability in use.

Write for complete information on this model
No. 3017 model

Bausch & Lomb Optical Company
697 Saint Paul Street Rochester, N. Y.
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