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By Frank Thone

Columbine

In the perennial debate, that never
seems to approach a conclusion, as to
what should be our national flower,
the columbine has always had a solid
bodv of staunch advocates. The
chance resemblance of its name to Co-
lumbia, the poetic title given to the
United States in the later eigheeenth
century, may have something to do
with it. But more probably it is sim-
ply a matter of the recognition of the
beauty of the graceful plant that in
a number of species ranges over a
very considerable portion of our coun-
try.

The commonest columbine of the
eastern United States is the vivid
orange-colored species sometimes called
the Canada columbine. Not that it is
peculiar to Canada, but that in old
French days a good deal of the terri-
tory beyond the Alleghenies was con-
sidered a part of Canada. The Rocky
Mountain long-spurred columbine is
a magnificent blue, and the Yellow-
stone Park area boasts a species that
is appropriately lemon-yellow.

The saltier-minded among our po-
litical commentators might point out
a parallel between the somewhat in-
consistent American temper, which
alternates between truculence and
pacifism, and the two mutually con-
tradictory names of the columbine.
For the Latin name of the plant is
Aquilegia, which comes from the
word meaning an eagle. The name
was suggested by the claw-like clus-
ter of the flower-spurs. And the com-
mon name, columbine, is also taken
from the Latin, but refers to doves!

But to such scoffers it might be
countered that the eagle’s claws are
tipped with beads of honey, and that
this dove-named plant is very hardy
and able to take care of itself in all
wind and weather. It even thrives in
dry places, though it prefers a reason-
able amount of moisture.
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MICROSCOPE FFS, for years

the standard instrument for
the college laboratory, embodies with-
in itself the well-known Bausch &
Lomb precision manufacturing con-
trol. The glass for the optical sys-
tem is made in our own glass plant
so that highest quality can be main-

tained. Precision grinding, precision

testing and inspecting—all are under the constant super-

vision and control of our highly skilled craftsmen.

No less is this true of its mechanical parts. The patented

B & L side fine adjustment, responding to a touch for the

most delicate focusing—the rack and pinion substage and

coarse focusing adjustments all tell the story of careful

manufacture and control of quality for which Bausch &

Lomb is justly noted.

BAUSCH & LOMB OPTICAL COMPANY
Rochester, N. Y.

644 St. Paul St.,

Send for descriptive details of the FFS
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