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Scientists Begin to Study Perseveration

Psychology

NATURE RAMBLINGS

By Frank Thone

Kinsfruits

HERE is a lot of easily-done
botany in a mixed basket of

fruit or berries. One can get con-
siderable amusement determining re-
lationship or lack of it, by picking
them to bits—not neglecting to eat
the specimens after the scientific
exercise has been finished, of course.

The kinship between apples, pears
and quinces is quite obvious, or that
between oranges, lemons, limes and
grapefruit. But it may take a little
more ingenuity to show that cher-
ries, blackberries, raspberries, straw-
berries, and the dry “seeds” that
follow such flowers as agrimony, are
all cousins.

Let us start with the cherry and
the raspberry. Pick the raspberry
into the small pieces naturally
marked off in its flesh. Cut or bite
into one of these pulpy fragments,
and you find a single hard little
seed. The raspberry is a tight-
packed cluster of tiny “cherries.”

Between raspberry and blackberry
the likeness is more obvious.. A
blackberry 1is solid in the center
where the raspberry is hollow, that
is all. The solid, edible center of
the blackberry is the same thing,
essentially, as the tough little stem-
end that remained on the bush when
the raspberry was plucked.

Now imagine the same pulpy
stem-end greatly increased in size,
while the “cherries” on its outside
have shrunk and shriveled until
nothing but their pits remain. That
is the strawberry. The strawberry is
all edible stem-end, as the raspberry
is all outside fruits.

Finally, consider the possibility of
the ‘“cherries” being like those of
the strawberry and the stem-end be
ing like that of the raspberry. Here
would be a fruit all dry and hard,
not edible at all. Such is the fruit
of the agrimony flower.
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HEN little Junior finds ab-
sorbing interest in some mo-
notonous task, such as transferring
endless marbles from one box to
another, and when he refuses howl-
ing to come away from such aimless
pursuits to eat his dinner, young
Junior is displaying “perseveration,”
a trait of human nature that has
been very little explored by science.
Experiments with children, con-
ducted by Dr. Hazel M. Cushing,
at Columbia University, show that
individual children differ conspicu-
ously in the amount of this trait that
they possess. Perseveration may be
explained simply as the tendency of
a child, or an adult either, to con-
tinue an activity when there is no
goal in view. The adult who hums
the same tune over and over is not
very different from little Junior with
his boxes of marbles.

Experiments with seventy children
between two and five years have led
Dr. Cushing to conclude that an
individual has a certain amount of
this trait as an inborn characteristic,
and he continues to display that
degree of perseveration throughout

life. Boys are slightly more inclined
to it than girls, judging by the
seventy youngsters tested.

Dr. Cushing points out that pos-
sibly “much of the behavior at
present ascribed to stupidity, dis-
obedience, defiance, stubborness, lack
of cooperativeness, might be better
explained on the grounds of the
presence to a high degree of a
perseverating tendency.”

Further exploration of this trait,
which has been recognized by psy-
chologists for some years but has
never been intensively studied, is
advocated by Dr. Cushing, who be-
lieves that it may be important in
understanding adults as well as chil-
dren, and that it may be important
in vocational pursuits.
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To teach children to select balanced
lunches in a cafeteria, three public
schools are giving the children tickets
as they pass with their luncheon
trays, healthful lunches being graded
“A,” while others get tickets marked
to indicate deficiencies.

Journal of Morphology and Physiology
The Journal of Comparative Neurology
The American Journal of Anatomy

The Anatomical Record

The Journal of Experimental Zoology
American Journal of Physical Anthropology

journals. Subscription

THE WISTAR INSTITUTE
BIBLIOGRAPHIC SERVICE

is of invaluable assistance to

Investigators—Librarians—Teachers

It. brings to them, in AUTHOR'S ABSTRACT form, a brief review of all
original papers on Biological Subjects which appear in the following journals:

Advance Abstract Sheets

issueq semi-monthly, bearing author’s Abstracts without bibliographic references, offer a
practical means of making research immediately available in abstract form and of purchasing
articles of special interest in reprint form without the necessity of subscribing to all the

The American Anatomical Memoirs

Polia Anatomica Japonica (Tokio, Japan)

Stain Technology (Geneva, N. Y.)

Physiological Zoology (Chicago, IIl.)

Publications of the Biological Survey of the
Mount Desert Region

$3.00 per year

and Analytical Subject Indices. Price_. ..

Thirty=sixth Street and Woodland Avenue

Bibliographic Service Cards

with complete_bibliographic references, printed on Standard Library-catalogue cards, are of
value and assistance to librarians and investigators.

Abstracts in Book Form
Abstracts referred to above are brought together periodically in book form with Authors’

Subscription. ... $5.00 per year

$5.00 per volume

with liberal discount to regular subscribers to the Bibiviographic Service Cards.

Subscriptions to the Bibliographic Service and orders
for reprints should be sent to

THE WISTAR INSTITUTE OF ANATOMY AND BIOLOGY

Philadelphia, Penna. a2 U. S. A.

IS8 (¢

3
Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to |} )2
The Science News-Letter. RIKGJY

®
www.jstor.org



