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® First Glances at New Books

Better than
a Christmas Card!

E haven’t anything particular

to say against a Christmas
card, except that maybe here is a
better suggestion:

Give fifty-two consecutive issues
of Sciexce Negws LrrTer as a
Christmas greeting. Such a greeting
will last—and will be worth much
more in a practical way, and even
if it does cost more than a card,
maybe you would like to send a
subscription to one or two of your
friends.

Subscription rates are $5 for one
year, $7 for two years. Here is the
special offer to encourage Christ-
mas giving: Instead of one two-
year subscription at $7, we invite
you to send us two ONE year sub-
scriptions at $3.50 each, total $7.
One of the subscriptions may, if
you wish, be your own renewal, the
other a gift subscription; or they
can both be gift subscriptions. Nor
will we restrict you to TWO! We
shall be delighted to have you send
us as many subscriptions as you
like at $3.50 each.

As Christmas cards, SciENCE
News LrrrEr subscriptions might
be a bit expensive, but think now
of some one or two who should get
gifts from you, who would like
Science News LeTTER.

And put their names and ad-
dresses here

[---—-——mmm———m—m—

1 Christmas Subscription Blank |
! To Science News Letter :
1 " 2ist and B, N. W.
l Washington, D. C. 1
§ Please enter for [] 1 year [] 2 years the 1
following subscriptions to Science News |
{ LerTter and bill me: 1
: GIFT TO 1
’ Name ...vvviniininnineneenneennsens ]
Street i
§ Address ....oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaaeas
] City and . I
' SHALE v eeeeieiii i e ]
§ CIFT TO |
i NAME tovveerernnnneennnonneasananses :
1 Strecet
Address ..ooeveiiiiiiiiirnranaaraaann I
1 City and 1
’ State ..eviiiii ittt I
4 My Name and Address—Send Bill to: I
: NAME  teveeerrrnneennernnanasonnsnnss i
Street
I oAQdress «ovvviiriieinerenrinneneins 1
I cCity and 1
State eceeceriiriirrieriaeeassaneanen I
i
| Prices: 1 year, $5.00; 2 years, $7.00 I
Two or more subscriptions, $3.50
I each. l
I No extra charge for postage to anywhere |

in the world.

GENERAL SCIENCE

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF
REGENTS OF THE SMITHSONIAN INSTI-
TUTION FOR 1929—U. §. Government
Printing O ffice, 622 p., $1.75. It has
been said that if the layman were to get
but a single scientific volume a year, he
should choose the Smithsonian Report.
This new issue fully bears out this claim,
for in its ample appendix of 447 pages
are contained articles on a wide variety
of scientific topics by leading authorities,
many with illustrations.  Original
articles by Dr. R. E. Snodgrass, on
“How Insects Fly,” Herbert W. Krieger
on "The Aborigines of the Ancient Is-
land of Hispaniola,” by Carl. W. Mit-
man, on “The Beginning of Mechanical
Transport in the United States,” and by
Frederick L. Lewton, on “A Brief His-
tory of the Sewing Machine,” are the
work of members of the Institution staff.
The other twenty articles are reprinted
from various sources, and include Sir
James Jeans on ‘“The Physics of the
Universe,” Dr. Arthur H. Compton, on
“What Is Light?” Dr. F. G. Donnan,
on “The Mystery of Life,” Dr. H. J.
Muller, on “Heritable Variations, Their
Production by X-Rays,” and Dr. C.
Leonard Woolley, of “Ur of the Chal-
dees.” The Institution has a limited
number of copies available for free dis-
tribution to those interested.
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Commercial Geography

Our Foobp—]Josephine Worthington
and Catherine Victoria Matthews —
Owen, 256 p., 96c. An extremely in-
teresting book for children of grade
school age. Tells where our food comes
from, how it is grown, harvested, trans-
ported and prepared for the retail mar-
ket. Many illustrations add to the in-
terest. Adults as well as children can
doubtless find many bits of new in-
formation about their favorite foods.
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Mathematical Tables

BarLow’s TaBLEs—L. J. Comrie,
editor—Spon. 208 p., 7 s 15 d. It was
in 1814 that Peter Barlow published
the first edition of his famous tables of
squares, cubes, square root, cube roots
and reciprocals of integer numbers up
to 10,000; and ever since they have en-
joyed a wide and well deserved popu-
larity among computers. One reason for
this was their freedom from errors. In
1840 a second edition appeared, edited
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by A. de Morgan, and the stereotype
plates of this edition have been used for
all subsequent printings until now. Thus
the third edition is rather an event in
mathematical publication, and it is par-
ticularly fortunate that its preparation
has been placed in the capable hands
of Dr. Comrie, superintendent of the
British Nautical Almanac, probably the
leading authority on mathematical
tables. Several tables of the original,
that were omitted in the 1840 edition,
have been restored, notably of higher
powers, and scveral new ones added,
such as the square root of 10n, thus
giving the square root of every tenth
number from 10,000 to 100,000, and
the printing of differences for the tables
of roots and reciprocals. The excellent
typography facilitates reference to the
tables.
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Mining-Geology

FUNCTION OF NATURAL GAS IN THE
PropbucrioN ofF OiL—H. C. Miller—
American Petroleum Institute, 267 p.,
$1. Natural gas and oil are intimately
related beneath the ground and the
driller in oil fields must consider .and
utilize both of these ready-made
products of the earth. This technical
report of the U. S. Bureau of Mines,
prepared in cooperation with a divi-
sion of the American Petroleum Insti-
tute, brings together current knowledge
of the relationship.
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Sociology

CIVILIZATION AND THE CRIPPLE—
Frederick Watson—John Bale, Sons and
Danielsson, 120 p., 10s. 6d. A book on
what the author calls “social orthopz-
dics.” In it are discussed various ways
and means for turning the physically
handicapped child into a useful and
happy person.
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Magic

Houpinr's EscapEs—Walter B. Gib-
son—Harcourt, 317 p., $3. Houdini
was an acknowledged leader among
magicians when it came to escapes from
confinement, and in this book are given
what purport to be explanations of his
methods. If the book can be taken at
face value, most of his most spectacular
escapes were performed with prepared
apparatus, but one wonders whether all
of the secrets have really been given.

Science News Letter, November 29, 1930

®
www.jstor.org



