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?‘Magjo:l Egg” Compliment
To Be Taken Literally

IF YOU call 2 man a “good egg” the
compliment is to be taken literally.
He probably did start out in life as a
better-than-average egg cell, and has
kept this advantage throughout his de-
velopment.

This was among the points developed
by Dr. George L. Streeter, director of
the department of embryology of the
Carnegie Institution of Washington, in
a lecture delivered in that city. The ex-
haustive studies on mammalian ova
conducted by his department have
shown that these first cells in the devel-
opment of the body are of very uneven
quality. Many ova get started but never
reach birth. Others are responsible for
puny infants that die off during the cru-
cial first year.

“If we reach the fifty to sixty yeats
figured on by insurance actuaries, we
can count ourselves as average eggs,”
said Dr. Streeter. “And if 2 man at-
tains fourscore, we can regard him as
an extraordinarily good egg.”

In Dr. Streeter’s laboratory the dif-
ficult task of finding and studying the
eggs of various mammals has been con-
ducted with more success than it ever
has been elsewhere, and many facts
about the earliest stages in the develop-
ment of the higher animals and man
which have hitherto had to be inferred
from the embryology of non-mam-
malian animals are now being ascer-
tained by direct study.

The eggs of such animals as rabbits,
mice, guinea pigs, cats and hogs have
been obtained in considerable numbers;
and two weeks ago the researchers suc-
ceeded in finding for the first time the
living dividing egg of a monkey con-
sisting of 12 cells. As yet, however,
no human stage younger than about
eleven days has been found. At this
stage the embryo already contains
some hundreds of cells and has made a
considerable advance in its develop-
ment.

A powerful weapon in this research
has been the motion picture camera.
Focussed through a high-power micro-
scope and rtaking its exposures at the
slow rate of six a minute, the camera
has produced a film that condenses
hours of development into minutes of
projection, enabling the scientists to
study changes that in nature proceed so
slowly that they would not be seen by
direct observation.
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At $100 Per Solve

IN ASMUCH as
Christmas giving is inevitable, persons of discrimination en-
deavor to make gifts which are at once an appeal to good
taste and of genuine value—at once aesthetic and utilitarian.
Any good book has that excellent balance. And if books,
why not books just a bit out of the ordinary? Expensive?
Certainly not. Here is a selection which will enable you to
solve several Christmas problems “at $1.00 per solve.”

The Lure and Lore of Archaeology

By RarpH vD. MaGoFFIN. A swift view of a most fascinating sci-
ence—its charm, its excitement, its marvelous funds, its remaking
of history, its methods and technique. Published December 1.

Animal Autobiographies

By E. H. WiLLiams. Four stories: the lives “and letters” of
Messrs. Jackrabbit, Woodchuck, Crow and Flying-Squirrel. De-
licious reading and sound zoology. If there’s an intelligent
youngster on your list—

Nature Narratives

By Austin H. Crark. Some of the many marvels of curious
living things. Fifty “nature stories” culled from the world’s
nooks and crannies.

Research Narratives

Compiled by ALrrep FLinN. A decidedly “perfect” solution for
the boy or young man (any age) interested in what is happening
now in the world of discovery and invention. Three volumes each
with fifty stories of modern achievement. Any of the three
makes an attractive gift; all three a really noteworthy one.

The Beaver: Its Works and Its Ways

By E. R. Warren. A beautiful book with its many illustrations.
And a convincingly told tale of the beaver as he is, not as the na-
ture-fakers have imagined him.

Animal Life of the Carlsbad Cavern

By VernoN BaiLey. The unusual fauna of today and of long
past ages that have lived underground in America’s most spectac-
ular cave.

You Really Can’t Go Wrong On *“Dollar Books”

THE WILLIAMS & WILKINS COMPANY
BALTIMORE, U.S. A.
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