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ANTHROPOLOGY

Anthropologists Called On
To Observe Baby's Eye Color

HAT color are a baby's eyes?
W This simple-sounding question
has attracted the attention of Dr. Knight
Dunlap and Dr. W. C. Beasley, psy-
chologists at the Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity. In trying to answer it, they have
discovered that science knows almost
nothing about the color of eyes at birth,
and still less about the changing color
of the iris as it takes its final form.

The psychologists are sure of one
thing, emphatically. There is no truth
in the old saying, “all white infants
have blue eyes.”

Trying to answer that simple question
about eye color, the two psychologists
have found themselves embarked on a
major series of investigations, which will
require cooperation of experts in other
fields of science. Chemists, physicists,
oculists, and embryologists are to be en-
listed in solving the problems of eye
color.

Dr. Dunlap and Dr. Beasley expect
to have a preliminary report ready by
the end of summer.

“We now would like very much to is-
sue an appeal to anthropologists,” said
Dr. Dunlap, explaining the program to
Science Service. “There is no systematic,
reliable information as to the color of
the eyes at birth in the various races of
the earth. We are anxious to get the co-
operation of field workers in anthrop-
ology who are stationed in, or plan ex-
peditions to, various parts of the world,
in obtaining data on the iris coloration
at birth and on changes during the first
year. Of special importance will be data
on racial stocks which have been hy-
bridized very little during recent times.”

Dr. Dunlap stated that he will be
glad to send a list of color terms and
other details to any anthropologist, will-
ing to assist in the enterprise.

“The classical generalization that ‘all
white infants have blue eyes’ is still
widely quoted,” Dr. Dunlap said, “al-
though any obstetrician, midwife, or
nurse who has noticed the irises of many
newborn infants can recall that some are
totally brown, some are blue-green, and
some are mixed brown-and-blue or
brown-blue-green.

“It is well known also that in early

babyhood, significant changes in iris
coloration occur, especially in those
which are initially some type of blue.
No positive information seems to be
available as to whether the initially
brown irises desaturate, and whether in
the extremes of such cases they become
finally some type of blue with or with-
out partial brown patterns of streaks,
flecks, or rings.

“Just how rapidly the major changes
ir coloration occur is unknown. General
opinion is to the effect that the ‘final’
color is attained some time between the
first month and the first year of life.
However, general observation again re-
veals that throughout life marked
changes occur.”

The two psychologists are now ob-
serving new babies in the Obstetrics De-
partment of the Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity Medical School.
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Announcement!

THOMAS A. EDISON
by

WALTER RUSSELL
For the first time educational insti-
tutions can procure the bust of one
of the most famous and best-loved
men of science—Thomas A. Edison—
whose benign head will prove an in-
centive to budding scientists.
P. P. Caproni and Brother have the
honor of the exclusive rights of this
work of Walter Russell.
The bust can be furnished (F.O.B. Boston)

In ivory finish ... $28.00
In bronze finish ... 35.00
Send us your order now
P. P. CAPRONI & BROTHER

1916 Washington Street
BOSTON a2 MASS.

YOU WILL NEED:

1—No. S338A Insect Net, Student Form.

18” deep. $1.50 each, $15.00 doz.

Sizes 0o o 1 2
Per 100........... .25 .25 .25 .25
Per 1000........... 2.50 2.50 2.50 2.50
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No. 8348

Braun-Knecht-Heimann-Co. Ltd.
San Francisco, Calif.

1—No. 8374 Insect Killing Bottle, 8 oz., each
1—No. 9356 Spreading Board, adjustable, 515" wide, 13” long, each 1.00

1 t : This net consists of a 12"
strong metal ring firmly inserted in a 30” varnished wood handle.
Metal ferules strengthen ends of handle; strong, fine mesh net bag

1—No. 8332 Insect Pins, stiff black, yellow head.

Mounting cases for insects range in price from 2c. each for the smallest
size, consisting of wood frames to be assem-
bled by the student, to $4.75 each for the
16x19 inch demonstration exhibition case
with sponge rubber, air-tight seal.
for complete listings.

Specimen mounts as illustrated at the left or
of other similar forms may be supplied in
sizes up to 12x16” at from 2z2o0c. to $1.00.
8 \ Write for complete listings.

Life History Mounts, showing two splendid specimens, (male and
female) protective coloration, metamorphosis, larvae, pupa, the
St = eggs, food plant, and in some cases injurious results, make excel-
lent demonstration material for pointing out to the student the
most desirable procedure in insect collecting and mounting.

We can supply all additional material such as forceps, preservative
material, passe partout paper, etc.

ENTOMOLOGICAL MATERIAL

The collection, preserving, classifying, and mounting of insects is not only instructive but often
becomes so interesting to the student as to become a hobby carried on through life.

INSECT
KILLING
?OTTLE

4 5 6
.25 .25 .25
2.50 2.50 2.50

Write

( WELCH

No. 8374

AN INSECT BREEDING CAGE IS VERY DESIRABLE IF
YOU WISH TO STUDY THE METAMORPHOSIS OR LIFE
HISTORY OF LIVING INSECTS

W. M. WELCH MANUFACTURING COMPANY
General Offices: 1515 Sedgwick St., Chicago, Ill., U.S.A.
Branches: New York City; Nashville, Tenn.; Kansas City, Mo.; Austin, Tex.
Pacific Coast Representatives:

Braun Corporation, Ltd.
Los Angeles, Calif.
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