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Meningitis Increasing
Fast in United States

STEADY increase in cases of

meningitis, with no signs of any
let-up, is worrying health officers all
over the country. Health authorities do
not like to hazard any predictions but
they believe cases of the disease will
continue to increase.

The increase seems to have started
just a year ago. Reports from state
health officers to the U. S. Public Health
Service show that the number of cases
in the country last year were mote than
double the number for the preceding
year. Reports for the current year indi-
cate that there are now double the num-
ber there were last year.

Latest figures available are for the
week ending Feb. 29, 1936. There were
307 cases during that week. The cumu-
lative figures are impressive. For the
first six weeks of 1935 there were 539
cases, and for the first six weeks of
1936 there have been 998 cases. The
total number of cases in 1935 was 5,-
583. The total in 1934 was only 2,295.
At the same rate, there will be over
10,000 cases during the current year.

The meningitis now so prevalent in
the country is caused by a “germ’” called
the meningococcus. Thete is a serum
for use in treating the disease which is
fairly successful. Preventing the dis-
ease, however, seems to depend on iso-
lating the patients and on avoiding
crowded living conditions, especially
crowded sleeping quarters.

Starts With Chill

The disease starts very suddenly with
a severe chill, headache, fever, explosive
vomiting and finally stiffening of the
neck. A physician should be called at
once and his advice acted on immedi-
ately.

Most people, fortunately, are not sus-
ceptible to the disease, but an unfortu-
nate feature is the fact that these in-
susceptible persons can carry the germs
without knowing it and it is in this
way, chiefly, that the disease spreads.

Control of meningitis, Dr. Adolph
Weinzirl of the Baltimore City Health
Department says, is probably a matter of
remedying economic conditions respon-
sible for large numbers of persons liv-
ing and sleeping under very overcrowd-
ed conditions.

No one knows why the disease has
increased so markedly in the last year.

Bcience News Letter, March 14, 1936

173

Which of these sciences
are YOU most interested in?

These six books are
NEW PLAN texts at
the University of Chi-
cago, adopted in many
other schools for class
instruction, and also

read widely by the
non - academic public
for their unusually in-
teresting presentation of
the sciences.

HIGHLIGHTS or ASTRONOMY

by WALTER BARTKY

Since Hipparchus made the first charts of sky
and earth twenty centuries ago, men have been
searching the heavens in an effort to determine
the nature of the universe, its history, its future.

. . This book explains the phenomena of as-
tronomy and interprets it in the light of every-
day experience. Easily understood charts enable
even a tyro to follow the stars and the planets
not only through the present, but into the past
and future centuries, without the use of mathe-

matics. 280 pages, illus. Text edition, $2.50;
trade edition $3.00; postpaid $3.15.

THE STELLARSCOPE is an ingenious device
which makes it easy to locate and identify stars
and constellations, with 24 sky maps on. mo-
tion picture film, illuminated and magnified.
Made’ of bakelite, with chromium-finish flash-
light. $2.00; postpaid $2.10.

A MATHEMATICIAN
EXPLAINS

by MAYME I. LOGSDON

This book is an eye opener for everyone who has
a healthy curiosity concerning this basic scis
ence. “‘This book can be highly r;comngended,

says The Scientific Book Club Review, *‘for those
who wish to acquaint themselves with the fun-
damental ideas underlying mathematics . . .
and perhaps equally to those who have familiar-
ized themselves with the fields of mathematics

and would enjoy learning something of their
historical background and their current applica-
tons.”” Illustrated with many line drawings.
First edition exhausted. New edition ready
March 17 with added chapter on Mathematics
and Life.

Text edition $1.75; Trade edition $2.50; post-
paid $2.60.

FROM GALILEO 10 COSMIC RAYS

by HARVEY BRACE LEMON

This “‘new look at physics’’ has aroused extraor-
dinary enthusiasm from press, public and .e.du-
cational world. The New Republic call.s it “"An
extraordin, and notable volume, a ‘textbook
on one of the most abstruse of the sciences that
can actually be read, enjoyed and depended
upon.” And the Scientific Book Club Review

THE STORY OF THE
PLANT KINGDOM

by Merle C. Coulter. Essentials of bo-
tanical science told for the enjoyment
of plant life or to lay a foundation
£°r6 advanced study. $2.50; postpaid
2.60.

MAN AND THE
VERTEBRATES

by Alfred S. Romer. Acclaimed for its
comprehensive treatment of human
evolution. $3.00; postpaid $3.15.

M »

comments that ic leaves the reader with *‘a

maximum of enlightenment and a minimum of

bewilderment.’’ 450 pages, illustrated with hun-

dreds of amusing drawings by Chichi Lasley and

50_stereo-photographs. Text edition, $3.75 ; post-

g:ld, $3.90; Stereoscope $0.75. Trade edition,
xed, with stereoscope, $5.00.

EXPLORING IN
. PHYSICS

~ by Reginald J. Stephenson. “Com-
panion volume to From Galileo
2o Cosmic Rays . . . uses the same
style of clever illustration and
make-up but concentrates on ex-
amples and problems.” — Science
News Letter. Paper-bound. $1.50;
postpaid $1.60.
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