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THE ReratioN BETWEEN MORALITY AND IN-
TELLECT—Clara F.Chassell—Columbia, $4.50.

Tue RerurN To ReELiGiIoN—Henry C. Link—
Macmillan, $1.75.

SELF-CONSCIOUSNESS, SELF TREATED—Roback
—Sci-Art, $2.50.

Sociar Psycuorocgy—Ellis Freeman—Holt.

SociaL PsycHoLoGy—Herbert Gurnee—Farrar,
$2.50.%

SociaL PsycHoLoGy—R. T. LaPiere and P. R.
Farnsworth—McGraw.

A Stupy orF CHANGE IN MeENTAL ORGANIZA-
TION—Solomon E. Asch—Archives of Psy-
chology, 80c.

Stupy oOF MasturBaTION—Meagher—Wil-
liams & Wilkins, $2.

TororocicaL PsycHorocy—Kurt Lewin—Mec-
Graw.

Trarr-Names: A PsycHoLExicaL  Stuby—
Gordon W. Allport and Henry S. Odbert—
Psychological Review, $2.50.

TweNTIETH CENTURY PsycHIATRY—William
A. White—Norton, $2.

WorkBook IN PsycrnoLocy—Higginson—~Mac-
millan.

WorkBoOK IN PsycHoLocy—C. H. Wedell—
Wiley, $1.25.

A WorLp oF CHANCE — Edward Gleason
Spaulding—Macmillan, $3.

Zoology

Anatomy oF THE RaT—Eunice C. Greene—
U. of Pennsylvania, $5.

ANIMAL MicroLogy—Michael F. Guyer—U.
Chicago, $2.50.%

Aquarrum Boox ror Boys anp GirLs—Al-
fred Morgan.—Scribner, $2.

Birps aND Birp Cruss—George S. Foster—
Christopher, $2.50.

Birps 1N THE WILDERNESS—George M. Sut-
ton—~Macmillan, $3.50.

Birps oF AmMEericA—T. Gilbert Pearson, ed.—
Garden City, $3.95.

Book oF DoGs—Stanley West—A ppleton, $4.

CoLLEGE ZooLoGy (rev. 4th ed.)—Robert W.
Hegner—Macmillan, $3.50.*

CompENDIUM OF CULTURE METHODS FOR
INVERTEBRATE ANIMALS—Various authors—
Comstock.

TuE CrRANIAL MUSCLES OF VERTEBRATES—
F. H. Edgeworth—Cambridge (Macmillan),
$30.
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NOMENCLATURE

NATURE
RAMBLINGS

by Fnank Thone

Jumbled Names

NAMES are supposed to be, in effect,
brief definitions. Things called by
the same name are supposed to be alike;
things that are not alike are supposed to
be given different and distinctive names.
But because we are often a bit fuzzy in
our ideas of what things are alike, and
what are unlike, we fall very easily into
a very Babel-confusion of misnaming.

Sometimes the error arises through
lack of the technical knowledge needed
to split superficially similar things into
classes that represent their real differ-
ences. Frequently this lack will be in a
very simple and elementary department
of knowledge, where the average man
is as well equipped to know (and hence
to distinguish) as the scientist or philos-
opher.

Thus, of the long-eared, long-legged,
leaping animals we commonly know
simply as rabbits, there are two distinct
classes or groups. The animals in one
class never dig burrows, and their
proper name is hares. Those in the other
class do dig burrows, and they are the
real rabbits. All species of native Amer-
ican “‘rabbits” are non-burrowers, and
should therefore be called hares. But
they never will be, of course.

A more frequent cause of misnaming
is an easy-going pragmatic habit of call-
ing things by the same name if there
is a superficial resemblance, even when
it is realized that there really is a basic
difference. Our American robin, for ex-
ample, was named by homesick English
settlers for its resemblance to the red-
breasted little bird they had known at
home. Really the two birds do not even
look very much alike; and in the orni-
thologist’s lists of species they are yards
apart.

Another source of nomenclatural con-
fusion is the lumping of things found
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in the same place, or having similar
general habits. We all know that oys-
ters, clams, and other creatures we call
shellfish are not fish, but because they
live in the water we keep on calling
them by the name of an entirely differ-
ent class of animals that also live in the
water. Similarly, we give false ichthio-
logical tags to such diverse and utterly
un-fishlike things as cuttlefish, jellyfish,
and starfish.

There is no use scolding ourselves
about this laxity in handing out wrong
names, even though it actually does a
certain amount of harm in fixing wrong
notions in people’s heads. It is too old a
habit, and of too long standing, to do
anything about it. But it might never-
theless be a wholesome thing if we were
to stop once in a while, in the presence
of almost any object, and ask ourselves,
“Is this thing really what I am call-
ing it?”

Science News Letter, April 11, 1936

Mﬁ?gﬁt-llluminated Museum
Offers “Spooky” Sights

See Front Cover

CARY folk, who shiver at skeletons

even in broad daylight, had best
keep away from the neighborhood of
museums at night. Else they may be
treated to a view of a spooky-looking
array of bones apparently suspended by
magic in the lurid light within. Actu-
ally, of course, the thing is nothing but
the skeleton of some sea creature hung
from the ceiling to spare floor space.
The picture was taken through the win-
dows of the U. S. National Museum in

Washington.
Science News Letter, April 11, 1936

A California dairy company delivers
“ice cream” in pint bottles, like the
dairy milk; and by freezing the mix-
ture in an electric refrigerator, a quart
of ice cream is produced.
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