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Nature’s Editor Urges
Science in Social Problems

Scientific Studies in Realm of Social Biology
Declared More Important Than Physical Science Work

HEN an entomologist looks at an

ant-hill and writes learnedly and
interestingly about what happens in
that insect community, that, admittedly,
is science. But when social workings of
a nation or the world are viewed with
a critical, scientific mind, the cry is likely
to arise:

“That’s not science.”

Physicists, chemists and biologists
have been reluctant to admit economics,
political theory and practice, history and
sociology into the category of “‘science.”
But an increasing volume of scientific
voices has warned that those who give
new command of natural forces have
an obligation to see that research is put
to socially safe uses.

An eminent British man of science,
Sir Richard Gregory, Bart., editor of
Nature, is the latest to urge (Nature,
June 13) that “it is the duty of men of
science to assist in promoting more
worthy uses of the new powers they are
continually placing in the hands of the
community.” Otherwise the world seems
likely to be reduced to “a place of dust
and ashes.”

“The impacts of science with society
are now so numerous that scientific
studies in the realm of social biology
are even more necessary for civilized
life than researches in the physical
sciences,” Sir Richard contends.

Ironical Comment

“It is an ironical comment upon
modern civilization that the social re-
action to the gifts of plenty made pos-
sible by the progress of scientific knowl-
edge is not a corresponding increase of
human welfare but distress and unem-
ployment and the prostitution of scien-
tific effort to purposes of destruction.

“In so far as science has brought
about increased control over the forces
of Nature, it accepts responsibility for
these conditions. It insists, however,
.that such deplorable consequences are
not essential, but are due to the neglect
of the application of scientific methods
to the solution of social problems.

“Our distributive and economic sys-
tem remains on the basis of a pre-

scientific age, wholly unadjusted to the
needs of a changing world, and unable
to bear the burdens placed upon it by
the problem of new and almost in-
credible abundance.

“Science can provide the world with
everything required for the maintenance
of a growing population in a rising
standard of comfort; but there are no
accepted principles for the right use
of the new powers, and international
agreements are mainly adjustments of
national interests conceived in confined
political atmospheres and determined by
expediency. While this spirit prevails,
the prospect of finding a formula which
will unite civilized peoples for the
general well-being of humanity seems
almost hopeless.

“A regenerative influence is required
to save civilization from disaster, and
the mission of science in the changing
world of today should be to introduce
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it into the field of social biology, and
thus enable us still to believe in the
highest destiny of man.”
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n:cdjel Indicates Cosmic Ray
Path About the Earth

See Front Cover

TO EXPLAIN the magnificent spec-
tacle of the aurora borealis it was
long ago suggested that our planet con-
tinually receives a bombardment of high
speed electrically charged particles. At
that time, however, no other evidence
for such electrical showers existed.

When that subtle influence called
cosmic radiation was discovered, and
found to consist, in part anyway, of fast-
flying electrical particles, this explana-
tion of the aurora was verified.

For some of these charged particles
(those of lower energy) are concen-
trated by the earth’s magnetism around
the magnetic poles. Breaking up atoms
as they stream through the polar atmos-
phere, the luminescence known as the
Northern Lights is produced.

Possibly originating in stars, this
cosmic rain of electricity gives us a new
contact with the material universe and
may hold many secrets pertaining to
stellar constitution.

The effect of the earth’s magnetic

PATH OF COSMIC RAYS

Here is a daylight view of the model shown on the cover.

They demonstrate

strikingly the bending of cosmic rays by the magnetic field of the earth. The

inner glass sphere represents the earth. The outer sphere is a vacuum bulb.

The “cosmic rays” are streams of 100-volt electrons which can be deflected
by the small magnet in the center.
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field on the trajectories of high speed
cosmic ray particles can easily be demon-
strated in the physical laboratory. The
pictures on the preceding page and on
the cover show a device which was de-
signed by Dr. W. F. G. Swann of the
Bartol Research Foundation of the
Franklin Institute.

A three-inch glass sphere containing
an electromagnet represents the earth.
Through the evacuated space around it
is shot a beam of electrons. Unlike bil-
lion volt cosmic rays, however, these
electrons are of only 100-volt speed and
can readily be deflected by the small
magnet.

Imagining, in the pictures, that the
luminous beam represents positively
charged cosmic ray particles, we are
looking straight down upon the north
pole of the earth. The cosmic ray path,
in this case, lies in the plane of the
equator.

In the picture on the cover, a ray of
only moderately high energy is bent by
the magnet. The view on the preceding
page, taken with the magnet turned off,
shows how an extremely energetic par-
ticle could pass undeviated through the
earth’s field.

This magnetic bending has provided
physicists with information as to the
energies of the rays, and has told them
that the majority carry positive electrical
charge. To this end, measurements in
various parts of the earth—on mountain
peaks and in stratosphere balloons—are
interpreted with the aid of highly com-
plicated mathematics.
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ENTOMOLOGY

Shocks Drive Out Borers
From Infested EIm Trees

ELM BORERS infesting the trees of
Victor H. Schmidt, of Kansas City,
Mo., were dislodged in a manner lit-
erally quite shocking. Mr. Schmidt,
weary of digging them out one by one
with a pocket-knife, drove in a couple
of nails a few inches apart, attached
wires, and “‘turned on the juice” from a
small magneto he had rigged up for his
children to play with, and which they
had previously been using to get angle-
worms out of the ground. Out came the
borers in a very few seconds. Subsequent
digging with the knife showed that the
electric method had forced a hundred-
per-cent evacuation of their dugouts.

In his report (Science, July 10), Mr.
Schmidt suggests that perhaps a more
powerful current might be used to ad-
vantage by nurserymen and orchardists.
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RAMBLINGS
by Fnank Thone

Assisted Competition

UFFALO grass, the short, crisp,

curly growth that characterized the
western prairies and plains when the
white settlers first came, had no magical
connection with the huge, shaggy beasts
from which it derived its name. If
anything, it was distinguished by being
able to resist the trampling hoofs and
devouring mouths of the buffalo more
successfully than the bluestem and other
tall grasses, and so came to dominate
buffalo areas where it might otherwise
have been crowded out.

This curious biological “triangle of
forces,” in which an animal harmed one
group of plants and indirectly aided
another, is discussed in a report by Dr.
Frederic E. Clements of the Carnegie
Institution of Washington.

The key to its discovery was a surviv-
ing area of buffalo grass, growing
within sight of the tower of the Ne-
braska state capitol. Heavily grazed by
cattle after the disappearance of the
bison, it still preserved something of its
old-time appearance. The thick short
sod of the buffalo grass held almost all
of the territory, with sparse scatterings
of the tall prairie grass species here and
there in it. The buffalo grass was de-
cidedly “boss” of the situation.

Then a fence was thrown around
part of the area, and all grazing stopped
for a time. As if by magic, the tall grass
species, now free to bear crops of seed,
began to reassert themselves. They
crowded out existing weed growths in
a single season, and after a few years
were dominating a great deal of the
terrain previously almost monopolized
by the buffalo grass.

This helps to explain a phenomenon
noticed during the period of settlement,
Dr. Clements said. The pioneers years
ago noticed that wherever they went the
buffalo grass vanished and the taller

prairie grasses tended to take its place
on the rangeland. They got the notion
that buffalo grass and buffalo were
somehow linked together, and that the
tall grasses, traveling with the settlers,
choked it out. What actually happened
was that the settlers drove out or killed
the bison herds, and the tall grasses,
always present but kept down by bison
grazing, were released from this repres-
sion to get the better of their shorter
grass-competitor.
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METEOROLOGY

New Methods of Observing
Allow Better Forecasting

ORE accurate and more continuous

day-to-day observations of solar
radiation will allow forecasting of some
features of the weather two weeks in ad-
vance, Dr. C. G. Abbot, Secretary of the
Smithsonian Institution, Washington,
known for his studies on solar varia-
tions, told scientists at the A.A.A.S.
meeting.

For the new method of weather fore-
casting an extension of the present solar
radiation observations of the Smith-
sonian Institution will be needed. At
present, there are three observatories
on high mountain peaks in desert re-
gions. Financial support has been pro-
vided for adding seven observatories to
those now operating, so that the neces-
sary weather forecasting information can
now be obtained.

Another way of obtaining the infor-
mation would be to use balloons that sail
above 100,000 feet (about 20 miles)
carrying with them extremely light-
weight instruments that record the sun’s
radiation and flash their findings via
short wave radio to scientists below on
the earth.

Dr. Abbot’s studies show that varia-
tions of solar radiation ranging from
one-half to one and one-half per
cent produce well-marked temperature
changes of about 5 to 15 degrees Fahr-
enheit at various cities. And he finds
that these changes occur in all months
of the year, lasting at least two weeks
after the solar causes die away. Dr.
Abbot and other experts see in this a
method of weather prediction which
will look further into the future than
the procedures now in daily use.
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Trees planted on the outside of high-
way curves are useful in warning motor-
ists of a change in the direction of the
road.



