PRICE N ,
15¢ /

SCIENCE NEWS LET T EF

/4
4 THE WEEKLY SUMMARY OF CURRENT SCIENCE e

AUGUST 8, 1936

\] I Aid for the Land

See Page 9o

The Science News-Letter. RINORY
WWw.jstor.org




SCIENCE NEWS LETTER
Vol. XXX No. 800
The Weekly Summary of

Current Science

Published Every Saturday by

SCIENCE SERVICE
2101 Constitution Avenue
Washington, D. C.

THE INSTITUTION FOR THE POPULAR-
IZATION OF SCIENCE organized 1921 as a
non-profit corporation, with trustees nominated by
the National Academy of Sciences, the National
Research Council, the American Association for
the Advancement of Science, the E, W. Scripps
Estate and the journalistic profession.

Edited by WatsoN Davis

Subscription rates—$5.00 a
years $7.00; 15 cents a copy.
to same address, 5 cents a copy.
more than six months old, 25 cents.

Canadian subscribers please add 50 cents a year,
foreign subscribers 75 cents a year to regular sub-
scription rate to cover postage. L.

embers of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science have the privilege of sub-
scribing to SciEnce NEws LETTER at the reduced
price of $3 per year, Application for this privilege
should be accompanied by privilege card obtained
from the Permanent Sepretaw, A.AAS., Smith-
sonian Institution Building, Washington, .

In requesting change of address, please give
your, old address as well as the new one in_noti-
fication to Circulation Department, SciENCE NEWs
Lerter, 2101 Constitution Ave., Washington,

C., at_least two weeks before change is to
become effective. . i

Copyright, 1936, by Science Service, Inc. Re-
iublxcation of any portion of the Science NEws

ETTER is strictly prohibited. Newspapers, maga-
zines and other publications are invited to avail
themselves of the numerous syndicate services is-
sued by Science Service. .

Cable address: Scienserve, Washington.

Entered as second class matter at the
at Washington, D. C., under the act of March 3,
1879. Established in mimeographed form March
13, 1922. Title registered as trademark, U. S.
and Canadian Patent Offices. L.

Advertising, rates furnished on application.
Member Audit Bureau of Circulations.

ear postpaid; two
en or more copies
Back numbers

ost-office

Board of Trustees of Science Service

Honorary President, William E. Ritter, Uni-
versity of California. Homnorary Vice-President,
Vernon Kellogg, National Research Council. Rep-
resenting the American_ Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science, J. McKeen Cattell, Presi-
dent, Editor, Science, Garrison, N. Y.; Burton E
Livingston, Johns Hopkins University; Baltimore,
Md.; Henry B. Ward, Permanent Secretary,
A.AAS. Re%‘esentm¥ the National Academy of
Sciences, W. H, Howell, Vice-President and Chair-
man_of Evecutive Committee, Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity, Baltimore, Md.; R. A. Millikan, Director,
Norman Bridge Laboratory of Physics, California
Institute of Technology, Pasadena, Calif.; Har-
low Shapley, Director, Harvard College Observa-
tory, Cambridge, Mass. Representing National
Research Council, Ludvig Hektoen, John McCor-
mick Institute for Infectious Diseases, Chicago,
Il.; C. G. Abbot, Secretary, Smithsonian Insti-
tution, Washington, D. C.;" Harrison E. Howe,
Editor of Industrial and Engineering Chemistry,
Washington, D Representing Journalistic Pro-
fession, John H. Finley, Associate Editor, New
York Times; Mark Sullivan, Writer, Washington,
D. C.; Marlen E. Pew, Editor of Editor and
Publisher, New York City. Representing E. W.
Scripps Estate, Harry L. Smithton, Treasurer,
Cincinnati, Ohio; Robert P. Scripps, Scripps-
Howard Newspapers, West Chester, Ohio; Warren
S. Thompson, Miami University, Oxford, Ohio.

Staff of Science Service

Director, Watson Davis; Staff Writers: Frank
Thone, Emily C. Davis, Jane Stafford, Marjorie
Van de_Water, Robert Potter; Astronomy writer,
James Stokley. Correspondents in principal cities
and centers of research. Librarian, Minna Gill:
Sales and Advertising Manager, Hallie Jenkins.

DO YOU

Thin cream sours more easily than
thick cream.

Spring floods this year destroyed 911
state highway bridges.

China has planted millions of trees
in recent years, in an effort to reduce
flood disasters.

Green tea is unfermented, whereas
black tea is produced by allowing the
plucked leaves to wither and ferment
for a time.

Soybean meal and various salts are
used in a novel method for hardening
iron and steel.

Tobacco chemists are experimenting
with a “puffing robot” which can smoke
four cigarettes at a time in uniform
puffs, thus shedding light on the exact
nature of cigarette smoke.

The deadly mushroom amanita phal-
loides, called the “destroying angel,”
has such powerful poison, says a bota-
nist, that people studying a single plant
in a closed room have been known to
become nauseated.
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KNOW ?

An airplane makes about 87 times as
much noise as the average automobile.

It took 20,000 square yards of cotton
goods to make the bag cover for the
Graf Zeppelin.

Apricot juice and California black
cherry juice have been added to the list
of fruit juices vacuum-packed in cans.

Government plant scientists pronounce
Indian corn “the most completely do-
mesticated grain, quite incapable of
maintaining itself without man.”

The notion that stars may be seen in
daytime from the bottom of a deep well
or shaft is discounted by astronomers,
who explain that this is merely a myth.

It is conservatively estimated that at
one time 60,000,000 buffaloes moved
across three-fourths of what now is con-
tinental United States—3,000,000 more
than the domestic cattle in the United
States today.

China is to use both moving pictures
and radio programs to promote popular
education, according to a comptehensive
program of the Ministry of Education.

AGRICULTURE
Can a garden grow without soil? p. 83.

ARCHAEOLOGY
Did ancient Indians in Arizona use forts?

p. 89.

What evidence has been found of an earlier

people than the Mayas> p. 88.

Where were people buried between layers of
clay pressed together like pie crust? p. 86.
ASTRONOMY

What has the moon to do with the odd death
of eel-grass? p. 84.
Brorocy

Can cells be killed by neutrons? p. 88.

CHEMISTRY

Can an enzyme enter into direct chemical
reaction? p. 86.

What does prune beer taste like? p. 88.
What is bacteriophage? p. 84.

What is the importance of phosphates in
the United States? p. 90.

CHEMISTRY-PHYSICS
How large a sample of blood is needed for

spectroscopic analysis? p. 85.
DENDROLOGY

Did Dutch elm disease originate in Hol-
land? p. 89.

WITH THE SCIENCES THIS WEEK

Most articles are based om communications to Science Service or papers before meetings, but
where published sources are used they are referred to in the article.

INVENTION

What new wrapping has been proposed for
soap? p. 93.

MEDICINE

What _treatment
psoriasis? p. 94

has been effective for

METEOROLOGY

Is golf dangerous because of lightning?
p. 87.

ORNITHOLOGY
\\9"ith what tools is the woodpecker equipped?

p. 95.

PALEOBOTANY

What plant crossed the Pacific 200,000,000
vears ago? p. 88.

PHILATELY

How has Darwin been
p. 94.

recently honored?

Puvysics

Can an efficient boiler be run without fuel
cost? p. 87.

PuysrorLocy

What does grass contribute to an animal’s
diet? p. 86.

ZooLoGY
Do water-fleas have a youth of hardship?
92.




