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IT NEVER SETS

The great dipper is always to be seen in the northern skies, but this month it is
so low that it grazes the horizon.

the date of the eclipse, is only a few
days past apogee, the time of its great-
est distance of the month. Thus, even
when the moon is seen squarely in front
of the sun, it will not cover the latter’s
disk. A narrow ring of the sun will
always remain in view. This is called the
annulus, the Latin word for the ring,
and hence such an eclipse is known as
an annular eclipse.

Crosses Date Line

Another interesting feature of this
eclipse is that it begins on the day after
it ends. Its path crosses the International
Date Line. Here the new day begins.
From this line the day gradually shifts
westward, until after 24 hours it has en-
circled the world and the following day
begins, to go through the same process.
When the eclipse starts, off the north-
western coast of Australia, it will be
sunrise of Monday, Dec. 14, for that
day will several hours before have
reached that point. In Auckland, New
Zealand, it will be almost noon of Mon-
day, when the sun is covered to the
greatest extent. But then, as the eclipse
view shifts eastward, it crosses the Date
Line. Then it is afternoon, but of Sun-
day, because Monday is still some hours
away. And when it ends, in mid-Pacific,
it will be at Sunday evening sunset.
Though this feature is curious it is not
unusual, for many eclipse paths cross
the Date Line, and whenever one does
this condition obtains.

Perhaps of more interest to us will
be the event of 7:27 p.m., Monday,
Dec. 21. At that moment the sun
reaches the southernmost position in the
sky. This is called the winter solstice,
and marks the beginning of winter. On
that day the sun rises farthest to the
south of the east point, climbs to the
lowest noon day position of the year,

and sets farthest south of the west point.
With its path across the sky so
shortened, it takes it less time to get
actoss than on any other date and this
is the shortest day of the year.

The fact that the sun then shines on
us for a shorter time than in summer
partly accounts for the winter season.
But the low altitude of the sun is even
more important. Its rays fall upon the
ground of the northern hemisphere at a
low angle, and they are spread over a
much larger area than in June, when
the noon day sun is nearly overhead.

The moon’s phases in December are
shown below. It will be in apogee
(farthest from earth) at 3:00 p.m. on
the ninth, 252,100 miles away. Perigee,
when it is closest of the month, comes
at 4:00 p.m. on Christmas day, when
its distance is but 225,900 miles.

Phases of Moon

E. S. T.
Last Quarter ....Dec. 5, 1:20 P.M.
New Moon . ..... Dec. 13, 6:25 P.M.
First Quarter ....Dec. 21, 6:30 A.M.
Full Moon . ..... Dec. 27, 11:00 P.M.
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MEDICINE

Army Medical Library
Celebrates Its Centennial

N OUTSTANDING American in-
stitution is celebrating its hun-
dredth birthday this year. Although rela-
tively few Americans may ever have
heard of it, its fame has spread all over
the world.

This institution is the Army Medical
Library, or, as it is also known, the
Library of the Surgeon-General’s office.
It is housed in a modest red brick build-
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ing adjacent to the Smithsonian Institu-
tion. Within this building may be found
a collection of rare and historic medical
specimens, photographs, and a veritable
treasure mine of medical literature. The
Library contains 1,000,000 items, 400,-
000 of which are books. It has been
called “the best medical library in the
world.”

The Army Medical Library played an
important part in the development of
medicine in America and, according to
Dr. Henry E. Sigerist, medical historian,
“has made itself felt all over the world.”

“It is probably the only case in his-
tory,” Dr. Sigerist states, “where a mili-
tary authority in one country has
contributed so much to international
knowledge.”

The high esteem in which the library
is held may be seen from the fact that
Sir Humphrey Davy Rolleston, one of
England’s most eminent physicians,
journeyed to this country especially to
deliver the oration of the evening at the
library’s 100th birthday party, held in
the library building in Washington on
Nov. 16.

You can find in this library references
to everything of importance on medi-
cine and allied subjects that has ever
been published in any language “since
the world began.” These references are
available through the world-famous
Index Catalogue which the library pub-
lishes. This Catalogue was started by
the library’s first librarian, John Shaw
Billings, to whom also goes credit for
building up the library itself.

The Index Catalogue was started in
1880. Since then three series, making
up 47 large volumes, have been pub-
lished. One series takes from 15 to 20
years to complete. Every year one volume
containing 75,000 to 100,000 references
is published.

Besides publishing the Index Cata-
logue, which goes to libraries and medi-
cal institutions all over the world, the
library receives and makes available a
vast store of medical literature. About
1,800 medical journals in 18 different
languages are regularly received. Of the
600 known medical incunabula (books
dating before 1500 A.D.) in the world,
the library contains 450. It has the larg-
est and most complete series of French
theses on medicine to be found any-
where in the world. This collection is
not even approached in France itself.
The number of German theses on medi-
cine in the Army Medical Library is
even larger.

The work of the library is carried on
by a staff of 26 persons.
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