156

children or those with brain injuries or
speech defects were warned by Dr.
Richmond to accept their children for
what they are and not to try to force
them to meet the standards that might
be expected of those not so handi-
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capped. If encouraged to make the best
of what they have with no regrets for
what they lack, these handicapped
children may turn out very well indeed,
she indicated.

Science News Letter, March 6, 1937

More Diffusion of Science

Predicted by Foundation Head

Laboratories and Study Collections Should Be Opened
To Adult Public; Science Material Should Go on Road

REDICTING that we are now enter-

ing a period of greatly increased in-
terest in the spread of new knowledge
and the fruits of recent research and
discovery, Dr. F. P. Keppel, president
of the Carnegie Corporation of New
York, addressing the American Philo-
sophical Society, suggested a wide-
spread effort to provide educational
opportunities for adults in the fields of
science.

Science is a neglected field in adult
education, Dr. Keppel said, even
though our civilization is “based to a
degree unimaginable in the past upon
the applications of science.”

Dr. Keppel visualized the resources
of educational and scientific America
made available not alone to the chil-
dren and youth in schools and univer-
sities, but to the grown-ups.

“Institutions must open their doors,”
he said, “and in particular more col-
leges and high schools must throw
open their laboratories and study col-
lections. For use in communities where
it is not now available, we must have
suitable science material ‘on the road’
just as we have our traveling exhibi-
tions of pictures and our traveling
orchestras.”

One liability in the proposed pro-
gram is what Dr. Keppel described as
“a curious shyness on the part of our
males about being caught at improving
themselves culturally.” Until recently,
adult education in the fine arts rep-
resented ‘“‘what the geneticists would
call a sex-linked character.”

The American Philosophical Society,
founded by Benjamin Franklin and now
implemented by the Penrose bequest,
could take a leading part in this pro-
posed movement to make science more
widely understood and appreciated, Dr.
Keppel suggested.

“A few years ago the fact that in
the United States the spirit of intel-
lectual inquiry is free would have been
taken for granted,” Dr. Keppel ob-
served. “But today our relative freedom,
despite Scopes trials and teachers’ oaths,
must be reckoned as a very precious
asset. If we look overseas, certain coun-
tries which have made great contri-
butions to the advancement of learn-
ing in the past appear to us to be in
the process of committing mental
suicide. This is, let us hope, an ap-
pearance and not a reality, but at the
best they seem to be in for a consid-
erable period of intellectual hiberna-
tion.”

One serious liability in diffusing
science more adequately, Dr. Keppel
said, is the traditional attitude of so
many men of science, the very men
who should be leaders, not only in the
advancement but in the diffusion of
knowledge.

“Most of those who are themselves
advancing the frontiers of scientific
knowledge are frankly not interested in
the popular diffusion of such knowl-
edge,” he said. “"When approached
upon the subject, they are likely to
reveal a fear that if it were known by
their scientific colleagues that they were
developing such an interest, they would
lose face, and this despite excellent
examples to the contrary to be found
in England and elsewhere.

“Certain other leaders point out that
the unevenness of preparation in any
adult group adds enormously to the
difficulties of laying any solid founda-
tion of fact upon which a structure of
worth while understanding can be
erected by the individual. This liability
deserves serious consideration. If it is
proposed merely to carry over the class-
room techniques based upon uniformity
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of previous preparation, one can well
understand the doubts and fears of
these leaders. We do know, however,
that excellent results are actually being
obtained when instruction is individ-
ualized, and more important when the
adviser has skillfully limited the stu-
dent’s own objective to a degree of
understanding which his factual struc-
ture can safely carry.

“Even when the leaders in science
are willing to talk to the laymen about
these matters, it often develops that
the two groups are not talking about
the same thing. What the scientist has
in mind is a broader spread through-
out the American people of a belief
in the importance of science and of
the scientific method in modern life.
Now this is admittedly more desirable.
Indeed it is hardly reasonable to expect
that in the Jong run funds will be
forthcoming for the support of scien-
tific research in adequate amount from
taxation and corporate or private
sources, unless there is developed a
more general understanding of the
objectives of science on the part of the
public.

“But surely this is not the whole
story. Hasn't the individual American
adult a right not merely to worship,
but to learn, and in learning will he
not only enrich his own life, but help
the course of public appreciation in
the most effective possible way?”
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