PRICE

15¢

CIENCE NEWS LET TEk

THE WEEKLY SUMMARY OF CURRENT SCIENCE e

April 24, 1937

Mystery Mine

See Page 260

A SCIENCE SERVICE PUBLICATION

[
; Jg
Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to é,%:%

The Science News-Letter. BIKORN
www.jstor.org




258

SCIENCE NEWS LETTER

Vol. XXXI No. 837

The Weekly

Current Science

Summary of

Published Every Saturday by
SCIENCE SERVICE

2101 Constitution Avenue
Washington, D. C.

THE INSTITUTION FOR THE POPULARI-
ZATION OF SCIENCE organized 1921 as a non-

rofit corporation, with trustees nominated by the
Riational Academy of Sciences, the National Re-
search Council, the American Association for the
Advancement of Science, the E. W. Scripps Estate
and the journalistic profession.

Edited by WarsoN Davis

Subscription rates—$s5.00 a year postpaid; two
years $7.00; 15 cents a copy. Ten or more copies
to same address, 5 cents a copy. Back numbers
more than six months old, 25 cents.

Canadian subscribers please add 50 cents a year,
foreign subscribers 75 cents a year to regular sub-
scription rate to cover postage,

embers of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science have the privilege of
subscribing to SciENCE NEws LETTER at the re-
duced price of $3 per year. Application for this
privilege should be accompanied gy privilege card
obtained from the Permanent Secreta.
IS)mi(t:hsonian Institution Building,

ry, A.A.A.S.,
Washington,

In requesting change of address, please give
your old address as well as the new one in notifi-
cation to Circulation Department, SCIENCE NEws
LErTER, 2101 Constitution Ave., Washington,
D. C., at least two weeks before change 1s to
become effective,

Copyright, 1937, by Science Service, Inc.__ Re-
ublication of any portion of the SCIENCE NEws
ETTER is strictly prohibited. Newspapers, maga-
zines and other publications are invited to avail
themselves of the numerous syndicate services
issued by Science Service.

Cable address: Scienserve, Washington,

Entered as second class matter at the post-office
at Washington, D. C., under the act of March 3,
1879. Established in mimeographed form March
13, 1922, Title registered as trademark, U. S.
and Canadian Patent Offices.

Advertising rates furnished on application.
Member Audit Bureau of Circulations.

Board of Trustees of Science Service

Honorary President, William FE, Ritter, Univer-
sity of California; Honorary Vice-ﬁresident,
Vernon Kellogg, National Research Council,
Representing the American Association for the
Advancement of Science, J. McKeen Cattell,
President, Editor, Science, Garrison, N. Y.; Bur-
ton E. Livingston, Johns Hopkins University,
Baltimore, Md.; Henry B. Ward, Permanent
Secretary, A.A.A.S. Representing the National
Academy of Sciences, W. H. Howell, Vice-Presi-
dent and Chairman of Executive Committee, Johns
Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md.; R. A. Milli-
kan, Director, Norman Bridge Laboratory of
Physics, California Institute of Technology, %asa-
dena, Calif.: Harlow Shapley, Director, Harvard
College Observatory, Cambridge, Mass. Repre-
senting National = Research douncil, Ludvig
Hektoen, John McCormick Institute for Infectious
Diseases, Chicago, Ill.; C. Abbot, Secretary,
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C.; Har-
rison E. Howe Editor of Industrial and Engi-
neering Chemistry, Washington,_ D. Repre-
senting Journalistic Profession, John H. Finley,
Associate, Editor, New York Times; Mark Sulii-
van, Writer, Washington, D. C.; Representing

. W. Scripps Estate, Harry L. Smithton,
Treasurer, Cincinnati, Ohio; Robert P, Scripps,
Scripps-Howard Newspapers, West Chester, Ohio;
\.%lqrren S. Thompson, Miami University, Oxford,

io.

Staff of Science Service

Director, Watson Davis; Staff Writers: Frank
Thone, Emily C, Davis, Jane Stafford, Marjorie
Van de Water, Robert Potter; Astronomy writer,
James Stokley. Correspondents in principal cities
and centers of research. Librarian, Minna Gill;
Sales and Advertising Manager, Hallie Jenkins,

Science News LeTTEr, for April 24, 1937
Foxes are good mousers.

“Dry ice” is proving useful in fight-
ing forest fires.

Henry Ford’s first patent, in 1898,

was for a carburetor.

Heat waves are blamed for more ill-
ness and death than are cold waves.

About 30 per cent. of the cloth used
in India is still made on hand looms.

Ten different forms of vitamin D, as
it occurs in various animal and plant
sources, have been determined.

Skylights are being made in Italy of
two layers of glass with a layer of glass
wool between, to keep out heat from
the sun.

Providing radio programs that will ap-
peal to both Englishmen and African
natives is a problem of radio broadcast-
ing in South Africa.

An electric device which locates brok-
en needles in rugs is useful to rug mak-
ers, because needles sometimes break
and finding them embedded in the
fabric is a slow and tedious task.

KNOW?

Gourds can be made to take fantas-
tic shapes by tying bandages on them
while they are growing.

Village weaver-birds in West Africa
build their hanging nests in communi-
ties of as many as 100 nests.

A laboratory in a trailer is being used
by government scientists to study insect
pests in southern peach orchards.

A long air route is planned to link
fishing, mining and other industrial
centers of northern Russia and Siberia.

In the evolution of the automobile to
its present state, over 100,000 original
ideas have been patented in the United
States.

The word type-writer was coined by
the inventor Christopher Sholes, who
patented a practical typewriting machine

in 1867.

After frying potato chips in nine
kinds of fats, government scientists
found that oils are better than lards for
this purpose.

By giving cotton fields a winter over-
coat, consisting of a cover crop of leg-
umes, southern growers are boosting
their cotton yield.

Most articles are based on co
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Service or papers before meetings, but

ANTHROPOLOGY

Does the marriage of close relatives lead
to degeneracy? p. 268.

ASTRONOMY

‘What important observations will be made
when Mercury skims along the edge of the
sun? p. 266.

CHEMISTRY

Is the element potassium connected with
growth of cancer? p. 259.

What is epiallopregnanolone? p. 262.

What vitamin may be shaken from the
salt cellar? p. 263.

Why should fish be cooked in different
ways at different seasons? p. 263.

DENTISTRY

Do boys have as much toothache as girls?
p. 265.

ENGINEERING

What mine is being dug with no interest
in the ore? p. 260.

where published sources are used they are referred to in the article.

ETHNOLOGY
Can Indians read beads? p. 264.

HYGIENE

What should you do for spring fever?
p. 269.
MEDICINE

What is the best weapon against pneu-
monia? p. 264.

PALEOBOTANY

Have fossils been formed since 19127

p. 265.
PSYCHOLOGY

Can a chimpanzee learn to save his

“money” ? p. 270.

Do political and economic conditions af-
fect the sanity of men? p. 269.

PusLic HEALTH

What city does most to promote health
in its inhabitants? p. 264.

VITAL STATISTICS
Is motherhood becoming safer? p. 264.




