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ORADIO

July 20, 4:15 p.m., E.S.T.
SCIENTISTS OF THE FUTURE — Dr.
Gerald Wendt, Director of the American
Institute of the City of New York.

July 27, 4:15 p.m., E.S.T.
STRANGE WAYS OF MOSQUITOES—Dr.
L. L. Williams, Jr. of the U. S. Pub-
lic Health Service.

In the Science Service series of radio dis-
cussions over the Columbia Broadcasting
System.

Yogic breathing and concentration both
have an effect on the mental processes
during the time that they are being prac-
ticed, he found—the breathing having
more effect than the concentration. The
changes in oxygen consumption, he be-
lieves to be the clue to this effect. Men-
tal efficiency is reduced, during this con-
trolled breathing in much the same way
that it is during relaxation.

But a more profound and lasting effect
on the general personality was also ob-
served by Dr. Behanan.

“The systematized practices of Yoga
seem somehow to be able to arouse
little by little as the practice progresses,
this indomitable power of the human
mind,” he reports in his new book
“Yoga” (Macmillan).

“I have had the privilege of watching
at close range the daily lives of more
than a half-dozen Yogins for over a per-
iod of one year. I can testify without any
reservation that they were the happiest
personalities that I have ever known.
Their serenity was contagious and in
their presence I felt always that I was
dealing with people who held great
‘power’ in reserve. If the saying ‘radiant
personality’ means anything, it should be
applied to them.”

Dr. Behanan does not ask for “con-
verts,” it is pointed out by Dr. Walter
R. Miles, Yale psychologist, in a fore-
word to the book.

“The author of the present volume
does not press the reader to accept or to
reject the Yogic system,” said Dr. Miles.
“He is neither over-protective and over-
zealous on the one hand, nor is he coldly

destructive in his analysis.”
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A one-piece steel automobile top can
be formed in one operation at the rate
of go tops per hour.

More than 1,000 cities in the United
States have adopted ways of testing city
water to remove undesirable tastes and
odors.

PALEONTOLOGY

NATURE

RAMBLINGS
by Frank Thone

Real Sea Serpents

EA-SERPENT season is still with us.

It’s a poor beach resort (or one with
a poor press agent) that can’t scare up
some kind of a mysterious monster, to
scare bathers out of the water—tempo-
rarily—and to coax out a little extra
business as the season grows late.

Sea serpents are explained in a half-
a-dozen ways, from floating logs indis-
tinctly seen through choppy waves, to
schools of porpoises, basking sharks, and
(in deep-water yarns) the occasional
giant squid that comes up from the
depths waving his forty-foot arms. And
some of them are just plain imagination,
aided perhaps by suitable glasses, fre-
quently filled—and emptied.

It is characteristic of this age that
prides itself on being skeptical and
scientific (however readily it yields in
a pinch to age-old credulities) that ra-
tionalistic explanations are sought even
for sea-serpents. Former ages were not
so fussy: in medieval and early modern
times, when less was known about the
world, imagination had a much better
chance. Thus, Bishop Olaus Magnus of
Upsala, not long after America was dis-
covered, could write about a 200-foot
man-eating sea-serpent, and get away
with it.

It is a pity that the worthy Bishop
did not live in really ancient times—
say a hundred million years ago. There
were creatures in the sea then that ab-
solutely met all the specifications for the
most awesome kind of sea serpents. In
the seas of the Cretaceous geological
period swam a group of reptiles with
serpentine bodies forty feet long or more,
gaping jaws armed with rows of fero-
cious teeth, surely able to gulp down any
unlucky sailor—if there had been sailors
in those remote pre-Noachian days.

They were the mosasaurs—*“lizards of
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the Meuse,” is what the name means,
because the first skeleton of one of
these giant beasts was found on the
banks of the pleasant French river whose
ancient Latin name is Mosa.
Mosasaurs lived in the last days of
glory of the dinosaurs, but despite their
formidable size and undoubtedly fero-
cious habits they were not dinosaurs.
They were members of the same fam-
ily that includes modern lizards and
snakes, and hence fairly entitled to be

called real sea serpents.
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ENTOMOLOGY

Gnats Survive Tomb
Of Snow in Mountains

NATS entombed in snow but still

alive were discovered by a snow-
gauging patrol in Yosemite’s High Sier-
ra, reports Long Garrison, one of the
rangers on the patrol. Dipping up a pail
of snow to melt for drinking water, the
ranger discovered the insects, resem-
bling mosquitoes. They crawled very
slowly until warmed. A few of the in-
sects were put in a match box for preser-
vation. When the box was opened to add
additional specimens, those first put in

had warmed sufficiently to fly away.
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G\l;)iL;,Gi;ing Geologists to See
Huge Scientific Map of USSR

EOLOGISTS who will gather in
Moscow late this summer for the
International Geological Congress will
be able to see in advance what kind of
territory they will traverse on the various
geological field trips that will follow the
meeting. A huge map, 32 square meters
(345 square feet) in extent has been pre-
pared as one of the exhibits at the Con-
gress. It shows all geological formations

that have thus far been mapped in the
USSR, states Tass.
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A Japanese company will manufacture
artificial indigo.
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