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conditions the loss can be minimized;
but Dr. Schertz has grave doubts of the
practicability of maintaining the neces-
sary supply of this and other vitamins in
storage lasting many years. He advocates
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thorough-going research as a necessary
preliminary to any such comprehensive
and costly scheme as a “super-normal”
granary.
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Big Business (B.C.) Invented
Writing—Because It Had To

Earliest Bookkeeping Entries Still in Existence
Because They Were Written Solidly on Bricks

W HEN man could no longer do
without writing, he invented it.
Imagine priests in a Mesopotamian
city in a busy temple, taking in herds of
sheep as offerings, buying lands for the
temple estates, making loans to hard-up
devotees who can’t pay up just now.

It is a science of big business in its
earliest form, in the southern Tigris-
Euphrates valley over 3000 years before
Christ. The growing problem of han-
dling so much wealth has the temple
staff dizzy remembering who paid, how
much, what is promised, what is due—

Writing has to be invented. And so,
it is.

Archaeologists have been able to trace
writing back to its start in these cities of
Sumerian people in southern Mesopota-
mia, because buried in the ruins are
hard, baked clay bricks inscribed with
temple accounts. The oldest writing pre-
served in the world is baked into the
oldest and crudest of these tablets of
clay.

Whether these Sumerians were the
world’s first literate people may never be
known. Other ancient peoples who had
writing systems apparently began by
using less durable writing materials, and
their early efforts have not survived.

Writing was a city man’s invention, in
Sumeria. It was the development of city
life that brought so much complicated
finance to the temples.

That the invention of writing was
probably inspired everywhere by the
peculiar, practical needs of urban econ-
omy, is the view taken by Dr. V. Gor-
don Childe, professor of prehistoric
archaeology at the University of Edin-
burgh.

It is no accident, he explains, that the
world’s oldest writings turn out to be
bookkeeping accounts and dictionaries.
The accounts are office files. The diction-
aries are schoolbooks used in teaching

young scribes to write. And if Egypt’s
earliest writing had been preserved, it
would, he believes, be of some such
severely practical nature.

Not only were these early entries care-
fully made; they have been permanently
preserved. Almost everything Babylonian
scribes ever wrote is still in existence.

That is one of the real wonders from
the ancient world. And it is true, not
only of Babylonians, but also of Persians,
Assyrians, and other civilizations that
used clay bricks for stationery.

It is not easy to visualize, in this day
of flimsy paper and incinerators, that
every clay letter, read and thrown away,
is buried somewhere. Every legal docu-
ment, every book on science, religious
psalm, and political treaty entrusted to
clay is there, buried deep, perhaps, but
waiting to be dug out and read.

All this has been realized only since
archaeologists began exploring the Near
East. Even modern scholars are vastly
impressed, as full implications of the
situation become evident.

Dr. George Cameron, of the Oriental
Institute of the University of Chicago,
speaking at a meeting of the American
Institute for Persian Art and Archae-
ology, said:

“Who would have believed as few as
ten years ago that 29,000 tablets—and
more—would be discovered in Iran, all
from one site, Persepolis, and belonging
to one or two short generations of man-
kind?”

One serious difficulty besets the scho-
lars striving to read this mass of writing.
Many of the clay bricks were badly
broken when library shelves collapsed in
ancient wars and earthquakes. But even
this fails to depress workers like Dr.
Cameron, who reason that, if an epic or
other writing was significant enough,
copies were made in many cities.

In time, he cheerfully predicts, the im-
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Start The New Year With . . .
ANOTHER LANGUAGE

Acomp|efe LINGUAPHONE Set for master-
ing at home in spare moments

FRENCH e GERMAN

SPANISH e ITALIAN

or any of the other 20 languages—including
RUSSIAN—available in Linguaphone Courses
on electrically transcribed records.

The quickest, easiest and most delightful way
to acquire a new language.

Eva Le Gallienne, Sir Hubert Wilkins, Sinclair
Lewis, Sylvia Sidney, Paul Muni and thousands
of others have mastered languages at home
by the aid of Linguaphone.

Send for FREE Book or Call for Demonstration

LINGUAPHONE INSTITUTE

35 Rockefeller Center New York

portant literature will be pieced together.
Already, it is surprising to realize that
we know more about daily life in a
Babylonian city than life in Athens.
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Real Tough Rough Riders
Were Sumerian Charioteers

See Front Cover

STRONG though the temptation is to
call the bearded charioteer pictured
on the front cover “Ben Hur of Ur”, it
would not be quite accurate to do so.
For the little statuette comes not from
the famous Chaldean city but was dug
up at Tell Agrab, near Baghdad. Prob-
ably, though, Ur’s warriors drove to bat-
tle in just such jolting war-chariots be-
hind teams of four scampering donkeys.

Notable are the big copper studs that
circled the wheels, tire fashion, and
the driver’s not-too-comfortable position
astride a continuation rearward of the
chariot pole. It is to be noticed espec-
ially that he is shown standing on the
floor of the chariot—he probably didn’t
sit down much.

This interesting find, which dates
from about 2800 B. C., was made by an
expedition of the Oriental Institute of
the University of Chicago.
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