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Elopements May Succeed

Runaway Couples May Find Happiness Almost As Often
As Those With Traditional Rites; Blackmail Fails

By MARJORIE VAN de WATER

17 IN Marriage” laws, preventing

elopement and hasty weddings,
are popular means of attempting to stem
the tide of divorce and unhappy mar-
riages in the United States.

Actually, drunks and thrill seekers
are a small fraction of the numbers of
those who wed in secret. Although this
particular type of matrimonial escapade
has a very small chance of leading to
anything but disaster, elopements as a
whole turn out rather well.

Where laws requiring a wait for mar-
riage licenses are not in effect, elope-
ments are very popular. In Elkton, Mary-
land, for example, the swift and con-
venient arrangement of marriages is the
leading industry.

The runaway couple may drive up to
any of a number of peaceful little old
houses on a quiet, tree-lined village street
where is visible the sign “Minister, Mar-
riage License.” Actually, the marriage li-
cense is not obtainable there, and perhaps
not the minister either. Instead, there is a
sort of master of ceremonies. For a sum
of money, he makes all arrangements.
The marriage license clerk is located
and brought to his office, no matter what
the hour of the day or night: Appoint-
ment with the minister is arranged; wit-
nesses are provided if necessary. This
accommodating person drives the couple
on the needful trips about the town in
his car and takes care of all fees in his
capacity of a super-best man.

Wait Their Turn

At the minister’s, the couple probably
finds others before them, so that they
must wait their turn, but the telephon-
ing has helped. Soon they are shown in-
to the parlor, the service is read quickly,
the certificate ornamented with lilies-of-
the-valley design is filled out, and they
are ushered out man and wife as the
next couple comes in.

It is possible also in Elkton to find
a minister who tells you that he is “in-
dependent.” He arranges his own wed-
dings and does not charge the customary
fee for this service. But marriages are
only a sideline with him; he is an

antique dealer who specializes in fragile
old American glass.

Los Angeles County, California, home
of the movie colony, is another place
very familiar with elopements, and they
also know unhappy marriages. There,
Dr. Paul Popenoe, director of the In-
stitute of Family Relations, has made
a particular study of elopements—738
of them—taking place not only in Cali-
fornia but in many parts of the United
States. The Institute was founded to
study what science can do to save human
lives from emotional disaster.

Runaway and secret marriages are
successful for 48 out of each hundred
couples studied by Dr. Popenoe.

Does this look to you like a good
showing or a bad one? Here is what
Dr. Popenoe comments:

“If they were all in Los Angeles Coun-
ty the showing would be good enough,
for more than half of all the marriages
in this county end in the divorce court,”
he said. “But they are not even con-
fined to California (where one marriage
out of every three is terminated by di-
vorce); they are to a large extent repre-
sentative of conditions throughout the
United States.”

Educated

Since the eloping couples studied were
all educated people known to students
in Dr. Popenoe’s college classes, he pre-
fers to compare the figures with those
for divorces among educated, white,
Americans. These showed that 58 out
of each hundred such marriages are
happy. Yet this figure is not quite right,
either, because these couples had been
married for at least five years. In five
years some unhappy ones had already
disappeared from the group by early di-
vorce.

“The true figure,” Dr. Popenoe be-
lieves, “would be considerably less and
might justify the conclusion that the
record of happiness in elopements of
this group is not more than ten per cent.
lower than the average.”

When you consider all the difficulties
faced by these young people, this record
is really not bad at all.

The kind of wedding ceremony can-
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not be blamed when the marriage turns
out badly, Dr. Popenoe concludes.

All sorts of reasons lead to runaway
marriages. It seemed to Dr. Popenoe
that each couple had a new motive for
preferring secret nuptials. Yet he was
able to group them into five general
brackets. First, there are still the classic
elopements of the ladder-to-the-window
type in which the objection of stern par-
ents is the principal reason for the
elopement. Publicity is another cause for
runaway marriages. Couples elope either
to avoid publicity or perhaps, as with
some Hollywood matches, to seek it.
Another contributing factor is economy;
couples want to avoid the expense of
a big wedding. In a few cases, the elope-
ment is a parallel to the shotgun mar-
riage; it is a “shotgun elopement.” Fin-
ally, a miscellaneous grouping includes
the “gin marriages” and those embarked
on for a thrill; or impulsively, to spite
some other person.

Parental Objection Blamed

Not quite half of all elopements are
caused by the opposition of parents, but
parental objection is still the most pow-
erful single cause of runaway marriages.

And usually the parents are wrong,
Dr. Popenoe found. In fact, it might
be said that even when they are right
they are wrong.

“Even in cases where parental opposi-
tion seems abundantly justified, the re-
sults sometimes seem to be satisfactory
to those most closely concerned,” he
said.

He tells the story of a young girl liv-
ing amid sordid surroundings in a small
mining town, dominated by parents who
were quarreling continually with each
other. When a visiting baseball team
came to play the local boys, she met
some of the visitors. Within a few hours
she eloped with the third-baseman.

“The parents might well have objected
to the plan, particularly as the stranger
was a Roman Catholic and the girl her-
self a Protestant,” Dr. Popenoe com-
ments. “But the experiment has been
remarkably successful—the husband is a
hard worker and the wife is a good
home-maker. They are both wholly de-
voted to their home and their two child-
ren.”

In another case, parental objection was
even more inevitable. This girl ran away
to marry her own uncle—the. relatives

www.jstor.org



could hardly be expected to approve of
that! But the married couple lived to-
gether very happily (although childless)
until the wife’s death a quarter of a cen-
tury later.

Another girl was allowed no boy
friends. When the mother rented a
room in their house, she selected a man
who was twice the girl’s age, thinking
this would be fairly safe. But one day
the roomer and daughter eloped. They
were making plans for a honeymoon
when an auditor for the new husband’s
company arrived in town and found
him a thousand dollars short in his ac-
counts. The girl’s grandfather made up
the shortage, but the bridegroom was
out of a job. Next day his car was “re-
possessed.”

One-Way Trip

The bride’s family called a council to
decide how the family name could be
protected from further revelations. As a
result they made up a fund and bought
two one-way railroad tickets to a city
1500 miles away.

In the distant city, the newlyweds
proceeded to “live happily ever after!”

But parents are so seldom right. Dr.
Popenoe admits regretfully that his
study shows them up in a most unfavor-
able light as stubborn, possessive and
selfish. In many cases where failure did
result from an elopement, it was ob-
vious that the parents caused the failure
and that a little cooperation on their
part would have made it a success.

Parents object to a girl’s marriage be-
cause they want her earnings. Some-
times they merely want to keep the girl
—or the boy—at home. Dr. Popenoe
tells of two youngsters who were at-
tending a university a thousand miles
from home.

“In the man’s senior year they mar-
ried, saying nothing about it. Each con-
tinued to receive an allowance and they
lived together very comfortably on this
joint bank account, which would not
have been sent to either one had the re-
spective parents suspected the marriage.

“The couple now have two children
of their own in college; their married
life has been ideal even though its start
was clouded by deceit, but neither set
of parents has ever accepted the situa-
tion emotionally.”

Some mothers want college educations
or professional careers for their daugh-
ters. One even went to college with her
daughter and roomed with her for three
years. She then thought that her Julia
was properly started toward spinster-
hood and a musical career. But she had
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AN INDUSTRY

In the quiet streets of Elkton, Maryland, signs show where hurried marriages can be
arranged.

scarcely left town when Julia met a
young man and within a week Julia
was married. This marriage was a trag-
edy, for the bridegroom was as little pre-
pared for married life as Julia was, edu-
cationally, economically, and emotional-
ly.
Those who wish for a quiet wedding
may hope for a peaceful marriage, it
seems from Dr. Popenoe’s figures. The
elopers who wanted to avoid publicity
have a sixty-per-cent. record of happi-
ness. This group includes many school
teachers who feared dismissal if the fact
of their marriage became known. Stu-
dents have a similar motive in conceal-
ing their marriage until after gradua-
tion.

Poor But Proud

Here is another story in the record
that is probably repeated many times
over throughout the country during de-
pression times. The husband was a man
poor but proud. The wife had a job,
but he had none. He didn’t want folks
to know that his wife had to work for
a living. They were secretly married and
the secret was kept for six years.

At the end of the six years, he was
still proud and still poor but Mother
Nature forced his hand. The wedding
was announced and then the stork. The
couple is very happy. It just goes to
show that you never can tell.

Miss D. had had one church wedding.
It was a huge affair and the talk of
the town for weeks. But despite all the

satin and lace, the rites and the sanc-
tions, tragedy followed. Within a few
months, it was discovered that the bride-
groom was insane and the marriage was
annulled. When, in a short time, she
decided to wed again, the thought of
another round of showers, and teas, an-
other set of invitations, was overwhelm-
ing. She and her fiance just ran off and
after nine years are still very happy.

Elopements Are Cheap

Elopements are cheaper. This is a
good sound reason for running away,
as is witnessed by the highest score for
happy marriages. More than six out of
each ten elopements embarked upon to
save money turn out successfully, Dr.
Popenoe’s figures reveal.

One girl received a check for five
hundred dollars from her aunt to cover
the expenses of the wedding. The young
couple were told that any amount saved
out of this might be kept as a wedding
gift. The couple who, it is suspected, are
from Aberdeen, conferred:

Elopement, $5.

Balance on hand, $495.

But sometimes such schemes backfire.
Dr. Popenoe tells of such a case.

“The family planned an elaborate and
expensive ceremony. To avoid this, the
young couple eloped. When they re-
turned and found how much this wed-
ding meant to the female relatives all
around, they could not bring themselves
to break the news, so they went ahead
and had a second ceremony—the main
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performance, under the big tent, so to
speak.”

Dr. Popenoe found in his records a
number of stories in which the parents
on both sides insisted on a big wedding
but differed strongly as to how it should
be held or who should be invited. Elope-
ment was a wise solution.

There are shotgun elopements, too.
These are few in number and not like-
ly to be successful. Probably they were
never intended to be—the idea was not
to make a home together, but merely
to go through a form that would pro-
tect the girl and the child that was
coming. Divorce and marriage are
planned simultaneously in such cases.

In several instances the situation was
manufactured by the bride-to-be as a
means of trapping her man or of taking
him away from a rival. Occasionally,
she makes a pretense which is really a
form of blackmail.

One unhappy bridegroom, when he
asked friends to congratulate him on
his surprise marriage, received the in-
formation that his bride had tried the
same trick on half a dozen others all
of whom were sophisticated or callous
enough to refuse the bait.

“Perhaps some of them turn out
well,” Dr. Popenoe says of the black-
mail marriages. “But all of which I
have any knowledge have been failures,
though some of them lasted for a life-
time.”

Last, and neither least nor most num-
erous, are the thrill elopements and the
truly called gin marriages. Of them Dr.
Popenoe says:

“One would not expect much from
them, and the statistics show that they
do not disappoint expectation. Several
married on the impulse of the moment,
merely to spite someone else. Fortunate-
ly, state laws requiring a few days no-
tice before a license is issued, are being
more and more widely adopted and will
largely do away with this particular
type of matrimonial escapade.”

This article was edited from manuscript pre-
pared by Science Service for use in illustrated
newspaper magazines. Copyright 1938, by
Every Week Magazine and Science Service.
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Modern chemists say Tyrian purple
was inferior to modern dyes, yet 1,600
years ago wool dyed with Tyrian purple
brought $350 a pound.

A colorimeter is used to take a perma-
nent record of the exact color tone of
each painting in the British National
Gallery before and after cleaning.
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GENERAL SCIENCE

Translation and Microfilm

Unlock Science from Abroad

EVENTEEN more translations of
scientific value made under the di-
rection of Prof. L. E. Hinkle of North
Carolina State College have been de-
posited with American Documentation

Institute (SNL, March s, 1938).

To obtain any of the following trans-
lations in microfilm, order by document
(Doc.} number and remit the price in-
dicated to Bibliofilm Service, Care Li-
brary of the U. S. Department of Agri-
culture, Washington, D. C. For appara-
tus with which to read microfilm, in-
quire of Science Service, 2101 Constitu-
tion Ave., Washington, D. C.

RoHMER, P. BEzssoNOFF, N.—SANDERS, MLLE.—
STOERR, E.: Seasonal variation of milk in
vitamin C content (translated by F. Tripp)—
Vol. des discussions des rapports VIII¢ Con-
grés de L'Association Francaise De Pédiatrie,
1934. Doc. 1065. 7 pp. 27c.

RanpoiN, Lucie: International standard of vita-
min D determination of the exact value of
its biological activity (translated by F. Tripp)
—Bulletin de la Société de Chimie Biologique,

Tome XVI, N. 3, Mars, 1934. Doc. 1066.
22 pp. 42c.
BezssonoFF, N.—WoroszyN, MMe. V.: The

determination of vitamin C (translated by F.
Tripp)—Comptes Rendus des Seances de
I’Academie de Biologie, Tome CXXIV, 15 Jan.
1937. Doc. 1067. 7 pp. 27c.

EMERIQUE, Lise: Activity of Glycerophosphatase
in the tissues of animals deficient in vitamin
A (translated by F. Tripp)—Bulletin de la
Société de Chimie Biologique, Tome XVII, N.
9 et 10, Sept.-Oct. 1935. Doc. 1068. 13 pp.
33c.

EmERIQUE, Lise: Mineral chemical composition
of the white rat deficient in vitamin A. In-
fluence of inequilibrium in certain alimentary
minerals (translated by F. Tripp)—Bulletin
de la Société de Chimie Biologique, Tome XV,

_ N. 9, Nov. 1933. Doc. 1069. 8 pp. 28c.

EMERIQUE, Lise: Vitamin A deficiency in the
presence of variable doses of vitamin D (trans-
lated by F. Tripp)—Bulletin de la Société
de Chimie Biologique, Tome XVII, N. 2,
Fevrier 1936. Doc. 1070. 12 pp. 32c.

RoHMER, P.—BEzssoNOFF, N.—STOERR, E.: The
particularly high content in vitamin C of
spinal fluid among the premature and the
normal new born (translated by F. Tripp)—
Comptes Rendus des Seances de la Societe de
Biologie, Tome CXXI, 14 Février, 1936. Doc.
1071. 5 pp. 25c.

LeyNeN, Dr.: The bacillary white diarrhea in
Belgium (translated by F. W. Cook)—dAn-
nales de Médecine Vétérinaire, Mai, 1927. Doc.
1072. 52 pp. 72c.

BEezssoNoFF, N.—WoLoszyN, MME. M.: Varia-
tions in the decolorizing power of vitamin C.
in regard to dichlorphenol-indophenol in bio-
logical media (translated by F. Tripp)—
Comptes Rendus des Séances de la Société de
Biologie, Tome CXX, 15 Novembre, 1935.
Doc. 1073. 7 pp. 27c.

BezssonoFF, N.—WoLoszyNn, MmE. M.: Con-
cerning the reversible oxidation of vitamin C
in biological medium (translated by F. Tripp)
—Comptes Rendus des Séances de la Société
de Biologie, Tome CXX, 15 Novembre, 1935.
Doc. 1074. 8 pp. 28c.

BezssoNoFF, N.: An error easily made in the
course of the determination of vitamin C by
the Bezssonoff reagent (translated by F.
Tripp)—Comptes Rendus des Séances de la
Société de Biologie, Tome CXVIII, 8 Mars,
1935. Doc. 1075. 6 pp. 26c.

ROHMER, P.—BEzssoNOFF, N.—STOERR, E.: The
synthesis of vitamin C in the organism of
the nursing infant. II. The conditions in
which the synthesis of vitamin C is weak or
rendered ineffective in nursing infants (trans-
lated by F. Tripp)—Bulletin de I'Académie
de Médecine, Tome 113, N. 19, 21 Mai, 1935.
Doc. 1076. 11 pp. 3lc.

RoBMER, P.—BEzZssoNOFF, N.—STOERR, E.: Con-
cerning the inability of the animal to build
up vitamin C reserves (translated by F. Tripp)
—Comptes Rendus des Séances de la Société
de Biologie. Vol. CXXI, 14 Février, 1936.
Doc. 1077. 7 pp. 27c.

KnNouvINE, YvoNNE—EPHRUssI, Boris—HARNLY,
Morris HENRY: Genetics. Extraction and
solubility of the substances intervening in the
pigmentation of the eyes of the drosophila
melanogaster (translated by F. G. Walsh)—
Comptes Rendus de I’ Académie des Sciences,
Tome 203, 28 Decembre, 1936. Doc. 1078.
6 pp. 26c.

BERTRAND, JEAN—LEC0Q, Raour: Simple and
effective treatments for digestive troubles ot
young children during the summer (trans-
lated by R. M. Nelson)—Journal des Praticiens,
N. 21, 23 Mai, 1936. Doc. 1079. 25 pp.
45c.

MayMmoNnE, B.—Carusi, A.: Investigations of the
volumetric determination of the proteids in
the milk of water buffalo and sheep (trans-
lated by J. C. Hackney)—Sonderdruck aus
den berichten des XI Milchwirtschaftlichen
Weltkongresses Berlin, 1937. Doc. 1080. 19
pp. 39c.

BonNaRDEL, R.: The correlation existing between
two distributions of scores calculated from
the deciles of the distributions (translated by
F. C. Walsh)—Le Travail Humain, 5¢ Annce-
N. 1 Mars, 1937. Doc. 1081. 12 pp. 32c.
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Books

SCIENCE NEWS LETTER will obtain
for you any American book or maga-
zine in print. Send check or money or-
der to cover regular retail price (g5 if
price is unknown, change to be remit-
ted) and we will pay postage in the
United States. When publications are
free, send 10c for handling.
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