SINK OR FLOAT
The essence of the new coal refining proc-

ess is shown here. Dr. E. F. von Wett-
berg picks the pure coal from the top of
the bowl which is filled with a liguid of a
density between that of the slate and the
coal. The slate remains on the bottom.

been named, is expected to replace me-
chanical sorting means now used by coal
mine operators to separate some of the
coal from second grade material con-
taining slate.

The “jigs” used at present for this pur-
pose, are relatively inefficient, leaving
considerable coal on the refuse pile. The
process is important economically partly
because of the fact that pure veins of
coal, particularly anthracite, are inade-
quate to meet the demand.
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PSYCHOLOGY

Babies Imitate Without
Any Need for Teaching

HEN baby first says “Da-Da” after

his proud father, it is not because
he has been taught to imitate, Dr. Wayne
Dennis, of Clark University, declares.
In an experiment reported by Dr. Den-
nis, twin babies were brought up with
no rewards for imitation and no at-
tempt on the part of adults to imitate
the babies. The baby naturally repeats
his own actions or imitates himself, and
he imitates the adult at the very first
opportunity, Dr. Dennis said. The twins
very seldom imitated each other, how-

ever.
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Science News LerTer, for May 7, 1938

ASTRONOMY

New Kind of Star Group

Discovered at Harvard

Egg-Shaped Mass Undiscovered Until Present Because
Light From its Thousands of Stars is Extremely Faint

GIGANTIC star-cluster, unlike any

known class of cosmic systems, pos-
sibly a member of a whole family of
such star clusters previously unsuspected
in the universe, has been discovered by
Harvard astronomers.

The egg-shaped group is located in
the southern constellation Sculptor. Be-
cause its light is extremely faint, only
the most powerful telescopes can de-
tect the individual star members. This
unusual faintness probably explains why
the cluster has been hidden from man
until now. Otherwise, its tremendous
size, including thousands of stars and
extending over a range of two degrees
in the heavens, would easily have re-
vealed its existence.

Discovery of the group as described
by Dr. Harlow Shapley, director of the
Harvard Observatory, was largely a mat-
ter of good luck, for only the fact
that an unusually sensitive photographic
plate happened to be exposed on Sculp-
tor on a very clear night, revealed its
existence. The exposure was made at
Harvard’s South African observation
station at Bloemfontein.

Resembles Three Types

Many characteristics of the new clus-
ter are similar to those of three en-
tirely different types of stellar systems,
the globular star clusters, the Magel-
lanic clouds and the spheroidal galaxies.
The Sculptor group differs markedly
from each of these on many points, how-
ever, and thus may be representative of
a heretofore unknown class somewhere
between these three.

Able to count the thousands of stars
now visible in the cluster with relative
ease, astronomers have not yet been suc-
cessful in measuring its distance or size,
characteristics essential for proper classi-
fication of the object. Astronomers are
now photographically combing the clus-
ter for variable stars whose flickerings
can be used as astronomical yardsticks
in determining these distances.

Except for a small elongation in the
east-west direction, the cluster appears
roughly globe-shaped, and its individ-

[ ,f\’;
Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to [P

ual stars can be seen and counted easily
on the best photographs. They are ar-
ranged fairly compactly at the center
of the group with the space between
each star increasing fairly regularly to-
ward the cluster’s rim.

The very brightest stars in the sys-
tem are only about the eighteenth mag-
nitude, extremely faint, inasmuch as the
naked eye can detect stars only up to
about the sixth magnitude. In general
the brighter stars seem to be bunched
more closely in the center, although
there is no nucleus to the cluster or
any outstanding nuclear stars. Off-cen-
ter clusters, cloudlike formations or
other irregularities which would spoil
the system’s marked uniformity are also
absent.

Little Total Illumination

About 10,000 stars are in the group
with magnitudes between 18 and 19.5
according to preliminary estimates. As-
tronomers have no idea how many faint-
er stars it may contain. Despite this tre-
mendous number of stars, the cluster
yields surprisingly little total illumina-
tion and Harvard astronomers are of
the opinion that some unusual phy-
sical characteristics of the stars, or of
the group, cause this low brightness.
This conjecture substantiates the sus-
pician that the cluster may be typical
of a large family of such objects scat-
tered throughout the universe whose
low luminosity has heretofore concealed
them.

At first astronomers tentatively inter-
preted the faintness of the cluster as in-
dicating they had found a super-galaxy,
an unusually far-off system of thousands
of island universes, each of them similar
to and about the size of our own Milky
Way, but later photographs showed that
the cluster’s separate bodies are not in-
dividual groups of millions of stars but
individual stars.

Most probable of the conjectures of-
fered concerning the nature of the clus-
ter, in the light of evidence so far un-
covered, Dr. Shapley said, is the theory
that the stars may have an absolute
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