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“Just Scenery”

1 IS THERE anything in that place,
or is it just scenery?” a tourist of
the see-it-quick-and-hurry-on type once
asked a young ranger behind the infor-
mation desk in a National Park.

The young ranger was diplomatic. He
sized up his interrogator. “Just scenery,”
he told the hurried one. “I think you
can skip that part of this park.”

When the U. S. National Park Service
was first organized, the distinction was
not so very clear between the awe-in-
spiring, crowd-drawing spectacles in the
Parks—geysers, glaciers, canyons, giant
trees and so on—and the “just scenery”
areas which attract fewer visitors but
hold these longer and more firmly.

Now, however, the distinction is clear-
ly seen and is being acted upon. It is
a definite part of the National Parks
policy to set aside certain areas, chosen
so far as possible for their untouched
primitive conditions, as “wilderness
parks.” In these, roadbuilding is to be
kept down to a minimum set by abso-
lute necessity, there are to be no big
hotels, and no effort is to be made to
make life easy for visitors. They are
for the hiker, the horseback trail rider,
the fisherman, the observing naturalist.

In a few of the Western parks, where
there is plenty of room, such areas can
be included without interfering with
normal tourist traffic. In the Yellow-
stone, for instance, hundreds of thou-
sands of visitors behold and wonder at
Old Faithful, and the Canyon, and the
Mammoth Hot Springs. Yet there are
tens of thousands of acres in that park
so dedicated to solitude that even the
rangers do not enter them except when
a lightning stroke starts a forest fire.

The movement now on foot would
set aside such regions as Isle Royale in
Lake Michigan and the newly created

Olympic National Park in Washington,
to be wholly “wilderness parks”; where
the price of seeing “just scenery” is,
in part at least, the ability to get to the
vantage-points on your own two feet.
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Service Urged to Prevent
Unnecessary Surgery

O PREVENT unnecessary surgical

operations, which are said to be “not
uncommon in this country,” Dr. J. J.
Golub, director of the Hospital for Joint
Diseases, New York City, and commis-
sioner of the Saratoga Springs Authority
of the State of New York, urges estab-
lishment of regional consultation boards
to “serve all persons, regardless of in-
come or status, who are advised to sub-
mit to surgical operation.”

Details of the plan and the reasons
why, in Dr. Golub’s opinion, it is neces-
sary have been presented to the Ameri-
can Hospital Association. (Hospitals,
Oct.-Nov.-Dec.)

The service could be operated on a
voluntary plan by local medical societies
or under city government by the depart-
ment of hospitals. Competent physicians
and surgeons would consult with the pa-
tient’s physician or surgeon, examine the
patient, review the history and have
laboratory tests made if necessary. Deci-
sion of a majority would rule, although
of course the patient’s consent would be
required before operation.

Total cost of the service for the city
of New York, Dr. Golub estimates,
would be about $2,000,000 a year, at $5
for each consultation. The service could
be paid for by tax funds and furnished
free of charge to all persons or it might
be furnished on a graded fee basis from
nothing to $10, or included in hospital
service association arrangements.

Besides the service to the patient, Dr.
Golub believes there would be advan-
tages to the physicians and surgeons in
providing graduate education and open-
ing a new field of gainful part-time em-
ployment for many qualified physicians.

About 8,000,000 major and minor sur-
gical operations are performed each year
in this country by from 30,000 to 40,000
practitioners, Dr. Golub stated.
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® Adventures in Science

Science Service’s radio program presenting
news and interpretations of science with noted
scientists as guest speakers. Over the nation-wide
network of the Columbia Broadcasting System,
Thursdays, 7:15 p. m. EST. Listen in!

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to éﬁ%;%
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Four New Blakiston Books
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Irwin and Sherwood

General and Inorganic Chemistry

This text has been prepared to
serve the needs of present day
classes in general chemistry. The
book emphasizes contributions of
chemistry towards general educa-
tion. Chapters on inorganic chem-
istry are provided for students
who will continue with qualita-
tive analysis.

Illustrated. Washable Fabric
Covers. $3.50. By F. C. Irwin,
B.S., Prof. of Chemistry, and G.
Ray Sherwood, Ph.D., Asst. Prof.
of Chemistry, Wayne University,
Detroit.

Barton-Wright
General Plant Physiology

This text is a general survey of
plant physiology for under gradu-
ate university students. It dis-
cusses fundamental principles and
shows their contacts with other
branches of science.

Illustrated. 539 pages. Wash-
able Fabric Covers $4.50. By E.
C. Barton-Wright, M.Sc., Bio-
chemist, Research Assoc. British
Flour Millers, ete.

Just
The Biology of the Cell Surface

This is a book of new studies
in biology based upon the cell as
a biological unit. Structure and
function of the ectoplasm have
been emphasized as it is upon
these that the author’s theories
of the state of being alive are in
a large measure grounded.

Illustrated. Washable Fabric
Covers. $5.50. By Ernest Everett

Just.
o
Blair
Introduction to Industrial
Rheology

This new book, the first of its
kind, surveys and summarizes the
vast number of important physi-
cal and chemical principles in-
volved in the study of materials
which flow.

20 Illus. Glossary. Bibliogra-
phy. Washable Fabric $2.25. By
G. W. Scott Blair, Ph.D., A.I.C.
Univ. of Reading (Eng.)
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P. Blakiston's Son & Co., Inc.
1012 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa.
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