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9. Give good measure of serious satis-
faction.

10. Redeem all
ments.

The first law is important because the
best of jokes may fall flat unless it “taps
a stream from one of the eternal glee-
reservoirs” (such as sex) or unless a real
emotion interest is built up.

The reason for the second law is that
we cannot laugh about what matters too
much. Death is seldom the butt of a good
joke. The audience must be in a playful
mood if anything is to seem funny.

The labored joke is wearying. Hence
law 3.

“By a practical joke,” says Mr. East-
man of his fourth commandment, “I do
not mean setting a can of water on the
upper edge of a door and then calling
someone in the next room—although that
is a practical joke and a good one, es-
pecially if the person does not come, and
you forget what you wanted him for
and get up and go after him yourself.”

He means a joke which comes to a
point as distinguished from the humor-
ous story which is laugh - provoking
throughout. Laws 5 to 10, the importance
of which are obvious, apply only to the
pointed joke.

These laws bar the dragged-in joke,
the chestnut, the inverted joke or riddle,
and the attempt to emphasize the point
by repetition.

The final commandments require that
the joke have some link or pertinence in
the more serious interests of life.

“During the depths of the Great De-
pression,” says Mr. Eastman, “a story
went around about a young man who
had a nervous breakdown. The doctor
recommended to his parents that they put
him somewhere where he would not be
disturbed, and so they put him in busi-
ness.”

This article was edited from manuscript pre-
pared by Science Service for use in illustrated
newspaper magazines, Copyright, 1939, by
Every Week Magazine and Science Service.

Science News Letter, February 18, 1989

serious  disappoint-

Over 1,500,000 new houses have been
built in Britain in about six years.

More than 100,000 miners were trained
in first aid by the Bureau of Mines in
the past year ending June 30.
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New Deadly Disease Is
Destroying Elms in Ohio

NEW -FOUND, deadly disease,

caused by a filterable virus instead
of a fungus, has killed many hundreds
of American elms in Ohio. Plant patholo-
gists of the U. S. Department of Agricul-
ture fear that it will prove even more
destructive than the so-called Dutch elm
disease that they have been fighting for
several years in the neighborhood of
New York, unless its cause can be dis-
covered and means for combating it de-
veloped.

The disease was first called to the at-
tention of government scientists in Iron-
ton and Dayton, Ohio. During three
years it killed more than 1,000 out of
about 1,800 elms in Chillicothe. It is
now rampant in Columbus. It was at
first thought to be a “city” disease, but
it has since been found in forest trees
in West Virginia, northern Kentucky
and southern Indiana and Illinois.

Symptoms are: first, a slight shriveling
and brittleness in the leaves; then a
rotting of the roots and the inner bark
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of the trunk. Within a few months the
tree may be dead.

The new disease is not at all related
to the Dutch elm disease of the North-
east. That is caused by a fungus which
is carried about by a beetle. The Ohio
valley elm disease has been proved to be
due to a filterable virus—a mysterious,
self-multiplying something that is too
small to be seen through a microscope.
How it gets from one tree to another is
still unknown. The present outbreak is
the first known instance of a virus dis-
ease causing a fatal epidemic among
trees.

Since the disease may have gained a
foothold outside the Ohio valley, govern-
ment authorities wish to be informed re-
garding trees showing symptoms of its
presence. Notices should be sent to the
Division of Forest Pathology, U. S. De-
partment of Agriculture, Washington,
D. C. Because the disease is caused by a
virus that cannot be isolated and identi-
fied, there is no point in sending dis-

cased samples.
Science News Letter, February 18, 1939

L eading Scientists Are
Born and Trained in East

TO THE Yankee ingenuity and curios-
ity of New England stock, America
apparently owes the development of most
of her most outstanding scientific men.

A survey of the names in American
Men of Science, starred for their emi-
nence, reveals that New England con-
tributed far more, in proportion to gen-
eral population than did any other sec-
tion of the country. The yield of 77
per million in the wooden nutmeg coun-
try was double that of the Middle At-
lantic States (37 per million) and far
outdistanced that of the East North
Central (30), Pacific (27), West North
Central (22), Mountain (17), South At
lantic (11), and South Central (4).

The East has also contributed the
training for these scientific men.

“Of those who received American
bachelors degrees,” writes Prof. Stephen
S. Visher, of Indiana University, in re-
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porting his survey to the American Jour-
nal of Science, “nearly 30 per cent grad-
uated in the East North Central States,
22 per cent in New England, but less
than one-eleventh in the South. For their
doctorates, over one-fourth of those with
American doctorates went to New Eng-
land, nearly one-fourth went to Middle
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Dr. Henry Field, Curator of Physical Anthro-
pology at the Field Museum of Natural His-
tory, will be guest scientist on
Science” with Watson Davis, Director, Science
Service, over the coast to coast network of the
Columbia Broadcasting System, Thursday, Feb.
23, 7:15 p. m. EST, 6:15 p. m. CST, 5:15 p. m.
MST, 4:15 p. m. PST. Listen in to your local
station. Listen in each Thursday.

““Adventures in
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