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Ostriches can only kick forward.

A new lightweight, folding anchor
made of monel metal has been devised.

An albino skunk and an albino por-
cupine can be seen at Wisconsin’s State
fur farm.

A bronze statue near Middlebury, Vt.,
honors a horse, progenitor of the Mor-
gan breed.

Weather-proof mirrors have been de-
vised for use in astronomical and optical
measuring instruments.

A folder on food for children of all
ages over one year has been prepared by
the U. S. Children’s Bureau.

To aid in combating fur racketeers,
a method of identifying beaver blood-
stains has been evolved at the University
of Minnesota.

A Navy Yard Commandant states
that about 85 per cent of the cost of
every ship, regardless of size or type,
goes to labor.

A case of anthrax infection in minks
has been reported by a St. Louis physi-
cian, who warns that fur farmers should
take precautions.

X-rays used in inspecting industrial
goods range in penetrating power from
soft 5,000 volt rays, used in examining
asbestos cloth, to 600,000 volt rays that
penetrate five inches of steel.
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NEW BOOKS ON SCIENCE—SPRING 1939

This issue contains Science Service’s semi-annual comprehensive bibli-
ography of current books in various scientific fields. It lists those published
or promised during the first half of this year. Books are intelligent com-
panions for recreation or uscful tools for research. Books like those in this
list will make exceptional gifts. Science News LerTErR will obtain for
you any American book or magazine in print. Send check or money order
to cover regular retail price ($5 if price is unknown, change to be re-
mitted) and we will pay postage in the United States. When publications
are free, send 10c for handling. Address: Book Department, SciENce NEws
LETTER, 2701 Constitution Ave., Washington, D. C.

Glass cooking dishes transmit heat
faster than other kinds.

Plants well nourished with the soil
elements they need can better resist dis-
ease and insect pests.

A television studio in Italy is near
completion, and 50 transmitting stations
are to be installed this year.

The Pilgrims used to freeze succotash,
which they made by Indian directions,
and they would chop off a chunk as
needed for cooking.

Linters, the tiny tufts of cotton left
clinging to cotton seeds after ginning,
are used in 36 products, from guncotton
and smokeless powder to cushions, horse
collars, and films.

Calling tularemia “rabbit fever” is
considered unfair to domestic rabbits,
since the infection is not caught from
them but from wild rabbits and certain
other mammals and insects.

Ordinarily it takes a cataract of the
eye five to ten years to reach its mature
stage.

Federal chemists have discovered that
lignin from corn cobs effectively re-
moves iron from hard water.

A population study shows that in 28
leading countries the largest city is more
than twice as large as the next in rank.

Pamphlets on growing 14 different
medicinal herbs are being prepared for
public use by WPA workers in New
York.

The aristocratic Borzoi dog of Russia
was the result of crossing Saluki hounds
of the Near East with collielike Rus-
sian dogs.

The rare Chinela orchid has petals
four inches long on opening, but they
grow about two inches a day, drooping
like streamers until they may become 30
inches long.
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THE
RACES
OF

EUROPE

The Macmillan Company, 60 Fifth Avenue, New York

This important new book is an extraordinarily
well-rounded, scholarly survey of the racial history
of white humanity from its Pleistocene beginnings
to the present. Based on a thorough study of data
from many fields of investigation, it brings scien-
tific sanity to problems that have become today

BOOKS focal points of emotional controversy. $5.75
By Carleton S. Coon
SPARKS, LIGHT-
NING, COSMIC THE WORLD OF ELEMENTS CONTRIBUTIONS
RAYS PLANT LIFE ng PLANT TO THE
An Anecdotal. _History By THB()LOGY MECHANICS OF
of Elecytrxclty Clarence J. Hylander 1. E. Mjhu, and SOLIDS
Dayton C. Miller G. C. Kent

The nature of electricity,
from the experiments with
amber by the Greek phi-
losophers to the latest phe-
nomena of cosmic rays, is
covered in this new book.
Written in a manner that
will appeal to the general
public, it includes accounts
of the various investiga-
tions and of the resulting
scientific developments.
$2.50

This complete book on
plants, written for the gen-
eral reader, classifies and
discusses virtually every
type of plant now extant
in this country. It tells of
their physiology, habits,
uses and the various spe-
cialized structures which
enable them to exist in
specific environments. $7.50

An outstanding text for in-
troductory courses, this new
book explains the nature
of health and disease in
plants, with emphasis on
parasitism, and the char-
acteristics, symptoms, cause
and control of representa-
tive diseases. 258 diagrams
and photographs, 90% of
them original, illustrate the
book. (May.) $4.50 (prob-
able)

This book is made up of
29 articles contributed by
men outstanding in the
field of applied mechanics
in honor of Stephen Tim-
oshenko’s sixtieth birthday.
It contains much interest-
ing and valuable material
on a wide variety of cur-
rent problems in this field.

$5.00

Wew Revised Editions oj Standard éo/[eye Textbooks

THE PHYLUM CHORDATA
By H. H. Newman
Revised Edition of the author’s
“Vertebrate Zoology.”

$3.60

ril 25th.

THE CHEMISTRY OF
ORGANIC COMPOUNDS
By J. B. Conant
Second Edition. To be ready Ap-

THEORETICAL AND APPLIED
ELECTROCHEMISTRY
By M. DeK. Thompson
Third Edition. To be ready in

$4.00 (probable) May. $5.00 (probable)

BIOLOGY OF THE

VERTEBRATES
By H. E. Walter

Second Edition. To be ready in

May.

$4.00 (probable)

INTRODUCTORY COLLEGE

CHEMISTRY
By H. N. Holmes

Third Edition. To be ready in
May. $3.50 (probable)

IMMUNITY
By
Hans Zinsser, M.D.,
J. F. Enders, Ph.D.,
and
L. D. Fothergill, M.D.

This book, a thoroughly
revised, Fifth Edition of
“Resistance to Infectious
Diseases”, applies the prin-
ciples of the science of im-
munology to the practical
problems of daily medical
practice and public health.

$6.50

THE NEWER
KNOWLEDGE
OF NUg'RITION
y
E. V. McCollum,
Ph.D., Sc.D., LL.D.;
E. Orent-Keiles, Sc.D.,

an
H. G. Day, Sc.D.

To keep pace with recent
advances in the field of nu-
trition, Dr. McCollum has
completely rewritten his
book in collaboration with
two experienced members
of his staff. This new
Fifth Edition should be of
greater value than ever to
all interested in nutrition.

$4.50

THE CLINICAL AND
EXPERIMENTAL
USE OF SULFANIL-
AMIDE, SULFAPY-
RIDINE, AND AL-
LIED COMPOUNDS

By
P. H. Long, M.D.,and
E. A. Bliss, M.D.

Based on extensive practi-
cal experience and written
by nationally known au-
thorities, this book discuss-
es not only the experi-
mental work done with
these remarkable new
drugs, but also every con-
tingency which may arise
in the course of therapy.

$3.50 (probable)

GETTING READY
TO BE A FATHER
By
Hazel Corbin

The director of the Ma-
ternity Center in New
York, where classes for
prospective fathers were re-
cently introduced, gives
much practical guidance to
the husband in solving the
physical and psychological
problems faced by both
parents during the months

before a child’s birth.
$1.50 (probable)




