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®°First Glances at New Books

Medicine

Hearte at Firry—William H. Robey,
ed—Harvard Univ., 299 p., $3. Mem-
bers of the faculty of Harvard Medical
School prepared the lectures which make
up this book of information and advice
for the layman. The book is nontechni-
cal and easy to read. The subjects cov-
ered include heart disease, blood pres-
sure, cancer and rheumatism, and the
several authors have described and ex-
plained latest developments in each of
the fields. As the title indicates, the
subjects are of especial concern to per-
sons of middle age, but since sound
health at age 50 has its foundations laid
much earlier, the title should not dis-
ccurage younger persons from reading

the book.
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Sociology

Wuo Are THese AmEricans?—Paul
B. Sears—Macmillan, 116 p., 60 c. The
natural history of Homo sapiens v.
Americanus seen through the eyes of an
experienced ecologist and told in simple,
straightforward English. Between the
sociologist who ignores science and the
demagog who at once overrates and
falsifies science stands the true scientist
who has a more definite knowledge of
both its values and its limitations. And

therein lies the beginning of wisdom.
Science News Letter, May 27, 1939

Physics

ELectron Oprics—Otto Klemperer—
Cambridge (Macmillan), 107 p., $1.75.
The basic principles, methods and ap-
plications of electron optics for use by
the student of experimental physics and
the research worker who has not special-
ized either in geometrical optics or in

electron physics.
Science News Letter, May 27, 1939

Astronomy

THe Story oF AstrRONoMY—Arthur
L. Draper and Marian Lockwood—D1al
Press, 394 p., $3. The assistant curators
of the Hayden planetarium, New York
City, tell the story of astronomy as they
do in their lectures describing the heav-
ens at the daily planetarium shows.
Abundant illustrations are a feature of

the book.
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Entomology

Tue GeNera DermacenTOoR anp Oto-
ceNTorR (Ixopibae) 1N THE UNITED
States — R. A. Cooley — Govt. Print.
Off., 89 p., illus.,, $1.25. Ticks used to

be merely rather troublesome woodland

and brushland pests; now they are
known as bearers of dangerous diseases.
This manual gives their taxonomy (in-
cluding synonomy), detailed description,
with plates; distribution, with maps;
host relationships. Invaluable alike to en-

tomologists and public health workers.
Science News Letter, May 27, 1939

Nutrition

Foop anp HeaLtau—A. Barbara Cal-
low—Oxford, 168 p., illus., $1.75. This
book by a leading English nutritionist,
modestly subtitled “an introduction to
the science of nutrition,” purports to
be a second edition, but it has been so
much enlarged, particularly with recent
developments in field of vitamins, that
it can properly be regarded as a new

work.
Science News Letter, May 27, 1939

Archaeology

AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF
WHEELER BasiN oN THE TENNESSEE
River IN NorRTHERN AraBama — Wil-
liam S. Webb—Gov’t. Print. Off., 214
p- 50c. (See page 327)
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Agriculture

ELEvENTH INTERNATIONAL DaIry Con-
G6rREss HeELp IN BEerrLiN, GERMANY, AU-
cust 1937—Report of the Delegation of
the United States to the Secretary of
State—Gov’t Print. Off., 119 p., 15¢C.
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Architecture

THE 1940 Book or SmaLL Houses—
Architectural Forum editors — Simon
and Schuster, 239 p., $1.96. Plans, photo-
graphs, specifications, interiors, and ac-

tual costs of 144 small houses.
Science News Letter, May 27, 1939

General Science

ExproraTiONs AND FieLp-Work oF
THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION IN 1938—
Smithsonian Institution, 116 p., illus.,
free upon direct application to Smith-

sonian Institution, Washington, D. C.
Science News Letter, May 27, 1939

Agricultural Economics

CHaNGING AspicTs oF RuraL RELIEF
—A. R. Mangus—Gout. Print. Off., 238
p.; Rurar FamiLies oN Rerier—Carle
C. Zimmerman and Nathan L. Whettan
—Govt. Print. Off, 161 p.; Farmine
Hazarps IN THE DroucHr ArREa—R. S.
Kifer and H. L. Stewart—Govz. Print.
Off., 219 p. (See page 334). The three
above books may be obtained only upon
direct request from the Works Progress

Administration, Washington, D. C.
Science News Letter, May 27, 1939
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Genetics

You anp Hereprry—Amram Schein-
feld—Stokes, 434 p. $3.75. A highly
readable book, written by a layman with
the cooperation of many scientists. If
you wonder why you look like Great-
Aunt Sarah or whether it is safe for
cousins to marry or what eugenics and
sterilization of the unfit are all about, or
whether your baby will inherit his fa-
ther’s keen mind, you will want to read

this book.
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Engineering

UriLizine Hear rroM THE Sun—C.
G. Abbot—Smithsonian Inst., 11 p., 10c.
“Both solar cooking and solar distilling
of nonpotable water are practical and
efficient propositions, which it is likely
will be in common use before long if
the necessary outfits can be produced at

attractive prices.”
Science News Letter, May 27, 1939

Plant Pathology

PrantT Viruses—Kenneth M. Smith
—Chemical Pub. Co., 107 p., $1.25. A
very small book on a very big subject,
but it manages to pack into its few
pages a great deal of information, some
of which is not easily accessible else-

where.
Science News Letter, May 27, 1939

Archaeology
Toors aNp THE Man—W. B. Wright
—Bell, London, 236 p., 12 5. 6 d. An in-
formative book for general reading and
reference, designed to explain the Stone
Age from the angle of its leading indus-
trial activity. Dr. Wright shows how
stone tools evolved and improved, and
also relates the archaeological evidence
to geologic events.
Science News Letter, May 27, 1939

Geography

THe SoutH AmericaN HaNDBOOK,
1939 (15th ed.)—Howell Davies, ed.—
Wilson, 714 p., $1. Turned out in guide-
book size, this volume tells what a fact-
hunter is likely to want to know about
each country from Mexico and Cuba
southward. It includes information on
public holidays, postal rates, railways,
consulates, hints for travelers, natural

resources, etc.
Science News Letter, May 27, 1939

Physiology

PuysioLocy oF MuscuLar ActiviTy,
2d ed—Edward C. Schneider — Saun-
ders, 428 p., $3.
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