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American Manganese Deposits O R AD 10O
Available By New Method

PRACTICAL way of the electro-
chemical extraction of the strategi-
cally important metal, manganese, from
low-content domestic ores was reported
to the Electrochemical Society in New
York City by Drs. Colin G. Fink of
Columbia University and Morris Kolod-
ney of the City College of New York.
Except for domestic ore deposits that
are so poor in manganese that extrac-
tion by conventional heat methods is im-
practicable, the United States is depend-
ent upon foreign sources for this impor-
tant ingredient in modern steels. The
low-grade ores within the United States
can be used by electrodepositing the man-
ganese from sulfate solutions leached
from them. (See also SNL, Oct. 8, 1938)
The anodes used in snatching the
manganese from the solution have not
been satisfactory when made of lead
and iron, but Drs. Fink and Kolodney
have developed an alloy anode of lead,
tin and cobalt that decreases the cost of
extraction and works satisfactorily.

Novel Storage Battery

NOVEL type of storage battery,

already widely used in Europe on
trucks and buses, was urged upon Ameri-
can industry by Dr. Anna P. Hauel, New
York consulting chemist.

It is a cadmium-nickel battery, said
to be displacing the convenional lead
batteries now widely used. It is similar
but superior to the nickel-iron battery
invented by Edison, Dr. Hauel declared.
Following its invention in 1899 by a
Swede, E. W. Jungner, the cadmium-
nickel battery has been made in Europe
since the beginning of the century but
has been used industrially to a large ex-
tent only in the last 8 to 10 years.

Cadmium-nickel batteries are much
lighter than lead batteries for the same
output, they stand extreme cold more
satisfactorily, hold their charge when
left idle for long periods and use twice
as much of their active material as lead

batteries do during their discharge.
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METEOROLOGY

New Weather Office
Tries Combined Forecasts

NEW departure in weather fore-
casting is being tried at the new
district office of the U. S. Weather Bu-
reau, located at the Kansas City airport.
If it works out satisfactorily it may be
extended to other Weather Bureau sta-
tions throughout the country.
The new procedure consists of mak-
ing aviation and general weather fore-

Dr. F. B. Jewett, president of Bell Telephone
Laboratories, will be the guest scientist on ‘Ad-
ventures in Science” with Watson Davis, director
of Science Service, over the coast to coast network
of the Columbia Broadcasting System, Monday,
October 23, 4:30 p.m., EST, 3:30 CST, 2:30
MST, 1:30 PST. Listen in on your local station.
Listen in each Monday.

casts at the same station, by the same
staff. Hitherto, aviation weather fore-
casts have been made by special staffs
working at airports, while the general
forecasts were made independently at
the old downtown Weather Bureau of-
fices.

The new system, it is hoped, will save
expense through elimination of dupli-
cate equipment and through a better
scheduling of the time of the personnel.
A possible drawback, which must be
avoided if the new system is to func-
tion properly, might be simultaneous
demands for both aviation and general
forecasts.

The Kansas City set-up will also in-
clude a daily “breakfast-time” radio
broadcast, already popular in Washing-
ton, D. C., and Baltimore. If it works out
as well as it did in those two cities, the
“breakfast-time” broadcast can be expect-
ed to be extended to many other cities
in the near future.
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The goat-moth caterpillar gets its
name, not from its appearance, but from
its goat-like odor.
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