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New Rainmaking Methods

Experiments now being conducted in Australia and
Hawaii test possibility of bringing rain by seasoning clouds
with salt or spraying with water.

» MAN MAY soon make rain by season-
ing clouds with salt. Or he may make rain
by spraying a cloud with water.

Experiments to find out whether this is
feasible are now being carried out in Aus-
tralia and Hawaii. The Australians claim
to have emptied cumulus clouds of their
water merely by spraying droplets of the
right size into the base of the cloud.

The theory is that drops big enough to
fall out of a cloud must form through the
coming together of lots of little drops be-
fore it can rain. However, droplets of just
the right size must be present in the cloud
before the coming together process starts.
The Australians think they are supplying
these right-sized missing droplets.

Alfred H. Woodcock, of the Woods Hole
Oceanographic Institution in Massachusetts,
has measured the amount of salt and the
size of the salt particles to be found in rain
clouds.

He has found that salt particles travel
many hundreds of miles inland from the
oceans, carried by marine winds. The size
distribution of salt particles found inland
is the same as the size distribution over the
ocean. It is known that salt particles, meas-
ured in millionths of a meter, form the
nucleus of rain drops over the ocean.

PSYCHIATRY

Mr. Woodcock’s study of these salt par-
ticles shows, he says, that there is a rela-
tionship between the amount of salt in
rain and the intensity of the rain. He be-
lieves that the salt particles play an impor-
tant role in the formation of rain even
over land.

His study suggested to him that the
failure of some large clouds to produce rain
may be due to the absence in them of the
proper kinds of salt particles.

“If such is the case,” says Mr. Woodcock,
“the possibility of inducing precipitation by
seeding with appropriate numbers and sizes
of sea salt or other particles becomes evi-
dent.”

Now Mr. Woodcock is out in Hawaii,
seeing whether his theory works out in
practice. The pineapple growers of the
islands, vitally interested in the weather, are
financing experiments in which salt is put
into the air. So far no results of these ex-
periments have been announced.

Officials at the U. S. Weather Bureau,
however, are interested in both the Ha-
waiian and Australian experiments. They
see possibilities in both theories.

Mr. Woodcock’s findings on salt parti-
cles appear in the current issue of the Jour-
nal of Meteorology (June).
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How to Handle Cranks

» SOME MURDERS like the killing of the
young girl employee of the American Physi-
cal Society might be prevented if it were
generally recognized that cranks with crack-
pot ideas and a feeling that they are perse-
cuted can be very dangerous.

Although those in scientific offices, men
in public life and newspaper editors are
especially likely to be the victims of such
individuals, you or anyone might receive
letters or visits from them.

It is a mistake to ignore these people,
thinking that they are “harmless cranks,”
psychiatrists warn. It would be a good idea
if there were some agency to which “nut”
letters could be referred to look up the
writer so that he could receive psychiatric
treatment, if necessary, before crimes are
committed.

What would you do if such a mentally
ill person with a gun were to walk into
your office? Here is some advice for you,
suggestions by Dr. Winfred Overholser,
superintendent of St. Elizabeths Hospital
for the mentally ill, Washington, D. C.

Never argue with him. Do not try to
talk him out of his ideas. If you argue, he
will think you do not understand or that
you, too, are in conspiracy against him.

Accede to him so far as possible.

Above all, listen attentively and respect-
fully. Remember, if his ideas seem crazy to
you, that is because you do not know what
is going on in his mind. From his point
of view, and based on his distorted percep-
tions, his ideas and fears are completely
logical and worthy of respect. Try to find
out by listening who he is, who his rela-
tives are, and where he comes from.

Assure him that you consider his com-
plaint important and try to get him to re-
port his grievances to the police or the FBI.

If you are scared out of your own wits,
try not to show it. Do not excite your
visitor by starting to scream or trying to
grapple with him. He might then act, in
what seems to him self-defense.

It is probably better not to call the police.
In most cases they will have no power to
act unless the man is chasing you with a
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carving knife or has actually shot you.

If you receive a threatening letter
through the mail, however, you can call on
the services of the FBI or the Post Office
inspectors. To use the U. S. mail for this
purpose is a federal offense.

Dealing with the mentally unbalanced
is a daily happening for the FBI, the Secret
Service and, especially, the White House
Police. These men, through experience, de-
velop a very good understanding of how
to deal with such situations. They are in
frequent consultation with specialists.
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