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No Visitors From Space

Chances that extra-terrestrial beings have anything
to do with “flying saucers” are virtually zero, noted astrono-
mer tells star-gazers’ convention.

» WHILE IT is possible that intelligent
beings do exist on earth-like planets in
other solar systems, the chances that such
beings would have anything to do with the
“flying saucer” phenomena are virtually
zero.

In fact, there is no reason to believe that
“flying saucer” phenomena are extra-terres-
trial. These are opinions expressed at the
convention of the Western Amateur Astron-
omers in Berkeley, Calif., by Dr. Otto
Struve, astronomer at the University of
California.

The astronomer said that the “green fire-
ball” type of objects undoubtedly are ordi-
nary meteorites.

As for the shining objects, or lights, Dr.
Struve said these must be attributed to
some ordinary physical phenomena, either
produced artificially by man or explicable
in terms of ordinary laws of physics. One
possible explanation, proposed by Prof. D.
H. Menzel of Harvard is temperature in-
version in the case of ordinary visible light.

Dr. Struve discounted the idea that the
“flying saucers” may be directed by an in-
telligence that somehow surpasses the intel-
ligence of man and, moreover, is capable of
violating some of the fundamental rules of
science and mechanics.

He pointed out that evidence is very
strong that no planet in the solar system
besides the earth is capable of supporting
intelligent life. Lichens, a primitive form of
life, might exist on Mars; it is improbable
that higher forms exist.

If we go beyond the solar system, Dr.
Struve said, we may find earth-like planets
in other star systems within the galaxy.
From a statistical knowledge of the uni-
verse, the scientist said that roughly 1,000
planets may exist in the depths of space
which could support life. These planets
would be, like the earth, satellites of stars
similar to our sun.

Even so, the vast distances in the uni-
verse and the laws of science rule against
any possibility that there might be commu-
nication between the earth and these hypo-
thetical intelligent beings.

The average distance of a star, for exam-
ple, is about 50,000 light years (one light
year is nearly 6,000 billion miles).

“Thus,” Dr. Struve said, “we receive now
the light of the star, possessing one of
these planets, which left its source 50,000
years ago and, conversely, any intelligent
beings on such an average galactic planet
would see the sun, and (if they possess
adequate instruments) the earth as it was
50,000 years ago.

“We see at once how erroneous are the

speculations of those who believe that the
visitors from another planet might have
chosen this particular time to send their
flying saucers to the earth because they
were aware of the sad state of affairs in
the community of nations of the earth.

“If they have any knowledge of human
beings, they would be aware now of the
type of human beings that populated the
earth at the time of the Neanderthal man.
Chances are that they would be completely
disinterested in what the Neanderthal man
was doing or thinking.

“Thus to an astronomer, the evidence of
the flying saucers appears to be completely
negative. Nevertheless, as astronomers, we
are not primarily concerned with the ques-
tion of flying saucers, and to us it should
be a source of inspiration that science now
favors the belief that within our galaxy
there must be thousands of planets that
now support life that is not too different
from the kind we observe on the earth.”
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AERONAUTICS
Precision-Flying Jets
Make First U. S. Bow

See Front Cover

» THE “SKYBLAZERS,” in diamond
formation, skim just above the ground in
one of their precision-flying maneuvers, as
shown on the cover of this week’s SciENCE
News Lerter. The jet team is scheduled to
perform publicly for the first time in the
United States at the International Aviation
Exposition in Detroit, Aug. 30, 31 and
Sept. 1. The Air Force fliers performed
overseas in 11 countries.
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Only 1.5% of the tungsten consumed in
this country is used in lamp filaments.

Given a chance, Aogs will eat quite a bit
of coal, but apparently they do not need it
for nutrition.

The careless habits and deliberate vandal-
ism of motorists cost the American public
$6,000,000 in 1950 alone.

Each hair in the scalp grows 80%, of the
time and rests 20%; hair on the rest of the
body grows only 40 to 50% of the time.

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to é
The Science News-Letter.
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TELESCOPES
Popular American Makes
DX Telescope . oo vvvivin e irnnnnnnnen $2.00
8X Achromatic Telescope. ... ............ 7.5

Achromatlc Telescope; Fluoride coated Varlable-power
5X to 40X; fini ed in chrome. 324 50 plus P.P.

POLAROID IN GLASS

Has been used successfully in Quartz Polaroid filter
for observing the rommences on the Sun. Experi-
ment with polarized light. Get two pieces of genuine
Polaroid that can be used in photography, etrology
physics, chemistry, astronomy, ete. ount:

cal glass 37 diamete: % 2 for $2 00 Postpald
Also: Polaroid in glass, szze 0 mm. dmme ter (3% ”)
for $1.00 P.P.

MICROSCOPE DRAW-TUBE

Made by Bausch & Lomb. From No. 31-29-47 micro-
scope. _Brass tubing beautlfully finished _in satin-
black. Brand new stock. 5”7 (125 mm.) long. All
makes of Standard R.M.S. objectives and oculars will
fit this tube. Make your own microscope. Each
$1.00 plus 10c P.P. Limited supply.

DIRECTIONAL COMPASS

Miniature insert compass.  Accurate, lively, useful.
Easy to read. ~A wonderfully fascinating and instruc-
tive toy. Ideal also for testing watches for magnetxsm
very small, only 1/2” diameter and %% thick (12
mm. x 4 mm.). Every watchmaker should have some
on hand. Excellent gxft for that bright child. Only
$1.00 PER DOZE

LUCITE BOX WITH COVER

Crystnl clear lucite 27 x 2” box_3 ” thick, with radius

f 17 on one side. Bo and lid hold together tightly.
Suxtable for screws, seeds, dry chemicals, pins, gems,
stones, powders and in fact anything which must be
seen while stored in this box but will not react chemi-
cally with lucite. Beautifully made costing twice our
price to manufacture. B0c¢ per dozen postpaid.

ONCE AGAIN

GEM CARBIDE SCRIBER

This GEM OCARBIDE SCRIBER can’t be beat!
Tipped with the hardest metal made by man. Moh’s
scale 9.5. tays sh: ar;l)l times longer than any
other metal With is pencil GEM CARBIDE
SCRIBE f'ou can do your engraying on hardened
steels, meta glass, gems, ceramics, plastics, ete.
USED BY: Jewelers. artists, craftsmen, de51gners, die
cutters, glass cutters, machine shops, laboratories and
model builders.................... Price $1.00

PRISM—LIGHT FLINT GLASS—
45 — 90 — 45 DEGREES

Fluoride coated, unmounted Meets most exachnﬁ re-
quirements. 18%7” by 1% 7 face. Suitable as diag-
onal for reflectors up to 10”7, also as star diagonal on
refractors. These prisms are the best money can buy!

Price $4.00

SPECTRUM PRISM

60 degrees, clear white Czechoslovakian glass for spec-
trum _demonstrations. Creates a _beautiful rainbow ef-
fect in sunlight. Suitable for chemlcal analysls with
the bunsen flame. Instructive. %” x 1-1/2”. Price
75¢ plus 10c postage.

A POPULAR INTRODUCTION
TO ASTRONOMY !

New Handbook of the Heavens, the best guide to the
stars for the amateur............... 50c¢ Postpaid

WALL BAROMETER

Practical! Beautiful! Guaranteed!
PLAN YOUR TOMORROW TODAY!

FORECAST THE WEATHER!
With weather bureau accuracy! _Almost 12 hours in
advance. Save rained-out social engagements—golf,
hunting and swimming dates. One of the world’s
best Barometers at any_price. Polished BLOND or
MAHOGANY f asy-to-read 314 ” open-faced
R Precision mechanism by German
F. prediction chart with each BA-

ROMETER. = Worth almost twice the price.
Only $4.90 plus 50c postage

BRILLIANT FLUORESCENCE

Amazing Black Light with Powerful U.V. Lamp
Still the most convenient, the best for all around re-
sults. Used directly on 120V A.C. or D.C., 250 big

2 to 4100 Angstrom. Gives brilliant
ﬂuorescence on most of the common fluorescent min-
erals. he_only powerful U.V. lamp at this price.
Bulb, with 8 samples (sent only express—charges col-
eCt) ...l

Reflector and ‘Cord, Extra.
Include Postage——-Remnt with Orde1

No Open Accounts — No C.O0.D
Send 25¢ for General Bulletln

HARRY ROSS

MICROSCOPES TELESCOPES
Scientific and Laboratory Apparatus
70 West Broadway, Dept. SNL-9A

New York 7, N. Y.

by 2 mm. thick............
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