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FOOD FROM SHALE
By Dr. Edwin B, Slosson

The 0il shales with which our country is so abundently supplicd may sowme
day in the far futurec come inio play t¢ help out cur failing food supply as
well as our dearth of sasnline. The probiem has slready passed from the ques-
tion of possibility to tha guestiocn of profitsbility. The chemist is confident
that he can muke edible fats from shale oil, tut he cannot yct compete with the
cottonseed or the hog.

In fact, the chemist has now up his slecve processes for making fats from
almost any kind of carbonaceous meterial; coal, lignite, petroleum, wood tar,
gaydust, and othor unappetizing stuff. He can not only moke the scores of fats
and oils that are found ready made in plants and animals, but he can moke Jundreds
of other that nature never tnrught of. And otherstliat he h2s most recently
patented prove to be just as nutritious as thosc that the humen race has been
living on for the last hundred thousand years or so.

The reason why the chemist can make symthetic fats in such variety is be-
cause they arc all built on the same simple structure, a long chain of carbon
atoms, hond in hand like the chains of paper dolls that we used to cut out of a
folded newspaper. =Each carbon has two hydrogens attached on the side, except
one of the end ones which carries two oxygens. This is what is knovn as a "fatiy
ncid" and therc is a large family of these fatties. All those found in nature
have very oddly an even number of carbons in the chain, but the chemist can nnke
the missing odd membors that come in betwecn, and so complete the series. The
most common fats and oils , such as butter or lord, clive or peanut oil, consist
mostly of various mixtures of those memters of the family having 14, 16 or 18
carbons in the chain. These are combined with glycerinc in the fat foods, but if
you substitute sodium for the glycerine, which y-u can easily do by adding lye-
your great grondmother kmew how if you don't- you will get a soap,

Now tar, petroleum, shale oil and other mineral oils consist of similar
carbon chains, but lacking the oxygen-tipped end which makes the acid. Often
indeed the chain has n» end for it is hooked up into a ring. Bui the chemist
has discovercd that he can introduce the oxygen by driving hot air throvgh the-
mincral oil, or.by using thot concentrated and active form of cxygon Imcwn as
“ozonc". The conbin~tion may be aided by high pressure of some heavy metal, suck
as mangoncse, lead or mercury, thatacts as a catalyst or carrier for the oxygen.
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After the 6il is cracked up andoxidized by such means, alkali is added and soap
is produced. The yield is poor and the process is sxpensive, butl proffers en-
ticing possibilities of future development. In Germany much has been accomplish-
ed in this field, and in the Unitecd States many chemists are actively engaged in
cracking up petroleum to produce verious useful products. What they have found
out will not bz revealed to the putlic until it hes been vhispered into the ear
of ‘the Commissioner of Patents, but it ie known that they have found it possible
to get, not only a greater yield of gasoline, but also fatty acids, and a lot of
aleohols and other oxidation products, thet src much in demend of late for the
new lacquer solvents.

But suppcsing ve can get fatty acide from coal or nineral oils, where can
we get the glycerine that is necessary tc combine with them to form edible food?
To rob the natural fats of their siycerine to add to our synthetic fats vould not
get us ahead any. One solution to thic problem is the discovery that glycerine
may be made by fermentation from sugar or molasses. During the wer a thousand
tons a month were made by this method in Eangland where glycerine was needed in
large amount to make nitrcglycerine.

But there is another possibility that I will only hint at :in closing since
it may be regarded as chimerical. These fatty acids will unite not only with
glycerine but also with the sugers and starches. This would add to their nu-
tritive power, for such a food would give at once the fats and carbohydrates
essential for diet; butter and potatocs, not merely on the seme plate but ir the -
szme molecule. Ho~ ruch & syathietic food woull taste I don't know, but doubt-
less the chemist eould fix up tne rlavor to suit.

e e e e e i

BLOODY 7ATERS OF BAY REVEAL MARINE MYSTERY

Why Freachuen's Bay, laine, periodically becomes blood red at noontime, should

be probed further, according to Prof. Ulric Dahlgren of Princeton University.

For scveral years it has been observed that each summer, at periods about
2 month apert, the moderately dcep water near the entrance of the bay becomes
blood red ebout midday.

Prof. Dehlgren has traced this crimson color to a2 hitherts undescribed
habit of a morine worm., This worm casts its red eges in untold mambers into
the botton waters of the bay. During a rapid develcpment these rise to the sur-
face at about the middle of the day. As the day goes on, however, tho worms in
their tadpole stage start avay from the light and move toward the bottom, so the
water takes on its natural color agein.

Just vhat influences this worm to lay its eggs with such a monthly bill-like
regularity is yet to be detcrmined. Other marine worms, however, show similar
periodicity which scme have tried to connect with the influence of the moon on the
tides.

et et e e st et ot

Therc ars varieties of mosguitos thot do not drink human blood, but live
exclusively on the nectar of flowers, on the sap of certain plants, and the
Juice of overripc fruits.

P T ——
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EVIDENCES FOf TVvCLUTION

MAN BEFORE BIRTH HAS TAIL
LIXE THAT OF HOATEY

Embryology Proves Thet Man's Ancestors Once Had
Appendage Like Those NowSported by Monkeys
in Zoo.

By Dr. Adolph H. Schultz,
Research Associate, Caraegie Institution of VWashington.

(Dr. Schultz is one of America's foremost embryologists and from his lab=
oratory located in the Johns Hopkins Medical School, Baltimore, has come nuch
new knowledge about the early stage of the human being.)

How can a self-resmpecting scientist claim thet his and everybody else's
ancestors once possessed tails like those of moakeys? TFor no less 2 reason
then that every man at an carly stage in his ova life-time is orrnamented with
such an appendage, whicli, Lo be true, serves no otiher vpurvose than that perhaps
of making him feel justiy proud of the fact that this organ long ago ceased to
be a permanent part of his cuter tody.

The embryologist has irrefutable and abundent proof tc demonstrate that
man, long before birth and when measuring but a third of an inch, bears a true
external tail cne sixth the length of his body. This tail projects for a con=-
siderable distancc beyond the tlace where the legs branch from the trumk. It
contains anyvhere from 7 to 9 vertebral rudimcnts, bringing the toial number of
segments in the spinal colwmn to as many as 33. This tail soon becomes complete-
ly overgrovn by neighboring parts and disappears from the surface. Some of the
vertebral rudinents become resorbed so that in advlt man there are only 4 or 5
of them left - small vestigial bones of the so-called couccyx, at the lower ead of
the spine vhich in advlt man consists of only 33 or 34 vertebrae. Even the last
of these lies in full-grown man, when sitting on a chair, very consicerably above
the seat. This goes to show that the embryonic tail of man, particularly the
bony elements in it, shifts in a n upward direction in the coursc of growth. The
spinal cord projects at first beyond the 38th vertebra, that is to say to the
outermost tip of the tail; with the advance in age this viital part of his nervcus
system also migrates upward, and even more so than does the spipal columm, since
in the adult the cord reaches only as far as the 21st vertebra,

Frbryology farnishes still further justification for comparing the vertsbral
rudiments in the tail of unborn man with the tail vertebrac ia monkeys. In many
of the latter are found on the lower side of the first few caudal vertebrae typ-
ical so-called chevron bones, which protect the blood vessels supplying the teld-
functioning tail. In an exactly corresponding place in the human embryo occur
rudinentary structurcs vhich can unmistalably be identified as nothing else but
these chevron bones.

The undoubted tail vertebrae, amcunting in total length to about 16 per
cent. of the sitting height in the embryo, have shrunk ir adult man to less than
4 per cent. of the latter measurement. Even in adult life these last segments
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of the spine are readily diagnosed by the ruscles, which arc attacled to them,
as teue tail vertebrae. In some individuals & greater variety of these imscles
if found than in others; they are always »f 2 rudimentary character, but they
ingariably correspond to muscles found in the tails of monkeys. TVhereas in
man they arc no longer capsble of wagging the tail, which has become internal,
their purposcless existence can alone be expleined as last vestiges of formerly
well functioning muscles.

The regular, normal occurrence of a proporticnatzly lerge outer tail at
an early and temporary stage in the development of man, together with the un-
equivocal remnants of true tall vertebrae and muscles, in the full-grom per-
son, forms overvhelming evidence for the only logical assumption that man, as
well as monkey, descended from ancestors with well develcped tails. Only from
such progenitors - no matter hor remote - cen man have acguired these absolutely
useless but significant structures, ard, indeed, this reminds one of the passage
in the Bible: "The sins of the fatXers shall ve visited upcn the childrea:!

In some apes, notably the orang-utan, the evoluvionary reduction of the
tail has gone further than in man, since in the former only three, scmetimes
two, tail vertebraec have rewziued and the adjoining muscles arc still more rud=-
imentary than in man's owr aratemy. Moreover, a human being is born occasionally
with an outer tail. Such a case, for instance, occurred some few years 220 in
Baltimore, and a reputedle scientific g@urnal gives an account of a 12 year old
boy who had an outer *ail of the record length of nine inches. These so~called
joft tzilscontain no vertebrae, but blood vessels, muscles, and nerves, and are
of the same consistency as the short tail of the Barbary ape.

The embryologist in searching for truth in his field cannot escape noting
the striking resemblances between man, ape, and rworkey in early development which
can be understood only by assuminz one commor origin for all, from which they
inherited the tendency for the same growth processes. These processcs have become
modified in certain forms through a variety of later specializations. A loag
ghain of proof has been produced by science for the further conclusion that the
human body in a number of points is less removed from ancestral conditions, and
hence refiainod in some parts more original and primitive, than havc some of man's
simian cousins.

(Copyrisht 1925 by Scieace Service)

TZW KIND OF SOUTH SEA ISLAMND
SNAILS ACTUALLY EVOLVING TODAY
Columbia Frofessor Discovers New Species of Land Snails
in Tahiti's Jungles Not There Sixteen Years Ago.
By Dr. Henry E. Crampton,
Professor of Zoclogy, Columbia University.

To the majority of people, cvolution means a long line of succcssive gener-
ations, and the production of a new kind of living thing differing from its earl-
ier ancestors to such an extent that it can justly be called a ner species. This
is evolution, it is true, but the special gtudent knows that the larger differ-
ences vhich come about in long time are the accwmlated smaller variations such
as 21l creatures display vhen they are comvered with their immediate parents. No
one has yet found a single animal or plant that is exescily like eithier of its pro-
genitors or like another of its owa family. Hence everyone kmows that "individ-
ual differences" come about naturally. “hen such differeaces are summed up in
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‘time to be more obvivus contrasts, we speak of “verietics", or "sub-specics";
and vhen two kinds of descendants from common ancestry come t0 bhe oven more
separate, they are called species.

During ninetcen yeors, the present writer hae beon investigeting the pro-
cesses of change displayed by some of ‘he lend-snails that live in the forests
and jungles of many islands of the South 3cas. At first sight, the animals do
not scem interesting, but ncvertheless their ctuly hes revcaled abundant evidences
that new "kinds" have actually come intc cxistence within that short period of time.
Some of these "kinds" are only slightly di{fereni from their parent stock, odut
others are more distinct, and, as roal varieties, thcy are well on their vay to
the status of new species.

The evidences in question have been sccured through a fortunate combination
of circumstances. An American naturzlist zamed Garrett workcd among the islands
of the great Pacific Ocean durinz meny decades of the nineteenth centuyy, and he
left full descriptions of the spocies of sneiis belonging to o genus called Part-
ula, as they were ¢ . ' . @lstributed in kis time. He showed how each group
of islands possesses its owvn species not fruad cliserhere, and how each island of 2
single group is the home of unfque kinds which are closcly relnted to the species
of ncarby places but vhich have come to be distinet in correlation with the sep-
aration of the islands where they occur. Turihermore, the @iffcrent wvalleys of
an individual island, like Tahiti, bear distinct varicties of one ard the sanme
species, vhich are cven morc nearly related to onc another, s their differences
are relatively slight in degree.

My omm work comsisted in going cver much of the ground covered by Garrett,
collecting ell of the species and varieties in the various ¥alleys and islands, and
comparing them as they now exist with vhat Garrett observed and described. Nany
a colony proves to bc a much changed assemblage when contrasted vith what it was
a few decades ago.

Perhaps the most striking evidences were found in Moorea, an island near
Tahiti in the Southern Seas. Eighteen years cgo , ncw "kinds" were found which
were apparcntly not known to Garrett, and vhich could nct kave been present in
his time in the velleys where they first came to light. It is still more important
that the writer has found, during the last threec ycars, new kinds of very distinct
nature vhich had not been present in the samc areas sixteen years previously.

Many of these are what the biologist calls "mutations", or offspring that differ
from their immediate forebears in very obvious respccts and degrees. For example,
a few rare specimenss possess shells that twist in a spiral that is the eract
oppositc of what the parent had. Others are "dwarfs", while still others display
patterns of color that are unique.

Thus we have in noture the elementory episodes of real bodily change that
need only to be added up during successive generations to result in the production
of varicties and even species of mew character. It does not require very much in
the way of reasoning to recognize that such elemcntary cpisodes are just as truly
evolution as the longer process of organic chrnge which is accomplished merely
by the summing up or accurmlation of the srall diversities that come about with
every new generation.

(Copyright 1925 by Scicence Scrvice, Weshington)

VY eeeee————————
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BRILLIANT NE7 STAR FLASHES OJT IN SCUTHERN SKIZS

Fleshing out from obscurity to a teuporery brillisncy cxcceding that 9f tbe
Pole Star, a nova, or "mow ster" ms disccvered in the southern skics on May 25

by R. Wetson, an amptevr asironomer o% the Oape of Good Hope, South Africa, accord=
ing to an announcement by Dr. Herlsw Shapley, dirsctor of the Hrrverd Col}ege Cb=
servetory. The nova is in the constellatioa of Pictor, the "Painter", which can
never be scen from points morth of the Trepic of Cemcer, but which from New Zea-
land, SouthAFrica and th: scuthern pard of Scutlh Anerica, con be seen in a part

of the sky as prominent as that cccupied by the Grest Bear for Anmcricam observers,

Thile such new stors arc nob umcommdon, an averece of about eight or ten a2
year having been discovered since the Harmard Observatory, with the assistance of
its southern brench at Arcouipa, Peru, begon to search systamatical%y for thejt
one of the brightness of that in Pictor jc rore. Lccoraing to Dr. "hapley it‘xs
the brightest thnt hes L:a;/ﬁf?%u August 1920, vhen ome wppeared in
the constcllotion of Cygnus, tas Swan, or M"iorthern Cross". Nova Cygei III, as
the rstronomers refer to it, beczuse it is the third that has been recorded in
that constellation, was of the 3.5 megritude on August 20 when it ves discovercd:
and on the 24th it had reached the second magnitude, but by Sept. 10, it was again
too faint to be secn —ith the uncided cye. ZXove Pictoris is being anxiously w?tch-
ed to see if itconbinues tc becone brighter. Dr. Shepley sisted that the derverd:
breach stotion in Perw has bren notified of it, as w211 as other observatories in
Argentira, Caile, Mcxico and Cuda,

. The cause of 2 nove is still in doubt,but rany astronomers believe them to
be due to the collision of a star with ancther, or to its passage through a mass
of nebulous material. In such & cnse the friction wiuld generate a great amount
of heat, and the star would become rmch dbrizuter. This theory is given support
by the fact that mogt novas are soan to de surrounded by nebulous raterizl for a.
considerable time after their outburst.

o e e e

TXPLODING METFORS CLAIVMED CAUSE CF LUNAR CRATERS

Millions of metsors, hitting the moon with a speed of as much as fifty miles
a second, end exploding with a violence greater than thatof T. N, T,, dynanite, or
nitroglycerine, were responsible for the rmititude of crnters that can be seen to
cover the surface of our satellite, when viewed with a tclescope or even a pair of
binoculars, according to a pew theory proposed by A. C. Gifford, of the Fector
Observatory at Tellington n &E/Zealand. The eetion of the metecrs was much the
samo as thet by which cxploding shells produced miniature editions of the lunar
craters in the battlefields of France, when earth thrown into the eic by the force
of the cxplosion returned to the ground to form in a *ing somevhat highor then the
surrounding plain.

These meteors were not greatly different from those that no— rcach the carth,
but vhile thousands of them enter the earth's atmosphere daily, frictionwith the
air is so great that most are burned up before they reach ground, and vhen this
occurs at night, a Yshooting star" is the result. The for- thet do lend have been
so greatly sloved down that they cen do little demage., Since the moon has no ap=-
preciable atmosphere, they hit the lunar surface with their full speed, frequently
of 40 miles a scecond. "Tith this wclocity," says lir. Gifford, "if the meteor is
stopped within one-tenth of & sceornd, it will penetrate two miles into the surface.
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In this time it is chonged into a gas, but confined temporatily in a seversly
limited spece. The prcssure is so iniense, the expansion so rapid, tkat it is
instantanecusly shattered ena ejecied by £n cxplosion five hundred times as
poverful, and mich more rapid then that wkich weuld result &f on equal mass of
dynemite were exploded in a cavity within the lunar crust®.

4s further evidence in suprort of Ris theosry, Mr. Gifford has calculated
the shape cf & cratcr formed in such a vay, and his figurss clcsely reselble those
of actual craters seen on the moon through a telescope.

D T —

NEV CURE FOR PELLAGRA ANNOUNCED BY COVERNMENT

The United States Public Health Service has announced results of experiments
which prove that severe cases of huran pellagra can bz either prevented or cured
by means of dried yeast. Surgeors Josepn Goldbersor, G. A. Wheeler, and W. F.
Tanuer, after the successful treztment of 25 oul of 26 patients, hhve united in
& report vhich reveals that they were led to this discevery by following another
disease in dogs.

Black tongue, a bacterial disesse with somewhat similar effects on the skin
as are produced in severc cases of rellagra, also @ bocterial infection, was pro=-
duced oxperimentally in dogs. Then the dricd yeast wes given. The cures were
80 satisfactory in the cases of the dog diseasz that the Public Heslth Service
surgeons tried the yeast %reatmenton pellegra votients. Ls early as the second
or third day after the treatment beneficial effects were noted.

It is.only in severe cases of pellagra that such dried yeast treatment is
necessary ~s in milder coses careful feeding is sufficient, the surgeonsd declare.
Breveris yoast has been used so far, but the ezperimenters believe that bakers!
yeast will work as well.

DL T ——

PREDICTS USE OF SMOLE TO BUILD AND PAINT HOUSES

Fire dust fron chimmeys will, undoubtedly , inthe near future, find some
cormercial usc in the industries either as filler for pint, fertilizer, or
other products, or as 2 base for some building meterial, according to Prof. 4. G.
Christie of Johns Hopkins University.

Much work is now being dene to develop methods of cabching the fine particles
vhich fly up the chimnecy with the flue gases , he pointed out.

"It should be a public duty, " he says, " tc reduce as for as possible the
discharge of dust and smoke from shimmeys of stoker plents and of those using
pulverized coal. Such dust floating in the air lessens the amount of sunlight
reaching the surrounding earth, increases fog condition, increases the cost of
keeping cities clean, increases disease, and lecssens the health and vitality of
those who breathe the air it contaminates,”

The cconomic 1oss frommental diseasc in this country is estimoted at
$200,000,000 anmually,
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SZA PIRDS FOLLOT ICEEBERGS TO ORTAIN FOOD

Beceaume of the large quantity »i food trought dewa by icebergs, birds are
folloving them ou to soa, aczording to remcrts rcceived here from the U.S.
Cocst Guard Cutter Lodoe", on ice potrol dutyr in the North Atlantic.

"Increasing preseace of bird life,® suid Cnptain WolZ, " has been noted upon
aproccl of the vessel ko icebers arens, in the imnedicte vicinity great nuribers
of fulmors werc found, resting in the weter ancns the frasrents broken or washed
off, and circlipg absut the borg. Thea the ship left the vicinity, nunbers of
tac birds would follow somo distance, thea lerve to veturn to the ice. It would
appear that the see fowl firnd 2n cdded food supply in the vicinity of the bergs,
by the nction of these masses of fce in breaking vo the scas which dash against
then. At vorious tines were obscrved shearwaiers, feluers, mirre, kittiwekes,
and o for dovekics,"

UFPTR LAYER OF EASTERN POPULATION NCT REPLACING ITSELF

In the great, thiclkly populnted ragions of the New Englond, Micddle atlantie,
Eest NMorth Central and Pacific states, the large class of people nov sendinz their
children to college did no% have ensugh progeny to reproduce themseclves. This
fact is revealed in o study made by Dr. Tarren S. Thompson, dircctor of the Scripps
Foundation for Populetion Studiss at Miemi University.

Under the conditions of 20 yenrs ago it probebly tcok about 3-3/4 to 4 child-
ren per family heving children to replree the class as a vhole, Dr. Thompson ex-
plained, and in thesc scetions of the country this production rote is not quite
aeintained on the avernge.

In the other four sections of the United States, however, the perents of col-
lege students arc doing more than keeving the population stationary and are en
the avarege having e sufficiently large mmber of children to cause the mmbers
of their cless to increase.

"fhe people of the South, the lountoin States znd the stetes between the
Rockies and the lMississsippi arc still adding rather larse incrementds to the
pepulation annually, Ysays Dr. Thompson. "I% is interest ing to note that the
peoples of these states arc of Teutcnic stock, using this torm in its broad sig-
nificance, and consequently the same type of stock vhich originelly settled this
country is probably still adding the largest proportion of our annual increacse."

Dr. Thompson found that vhile the pcople engaged in professions, trade and
menogeriel work had the smellest fanilies, formers hed the largest nurmber of
children,

The average number of children in each feaily fron which college students
come is as follows for the differeant divisions of the United States: New Enzland,
3.51; iiddle Atlentic, 3i59; East liorth Central, 3.86; Wast No-th Central, 4,40;
South Atlentic, 5.31; Best Souvth Central, 5.05; Test South Central, 5.05: Mountain,
4,09; Pocific, 3.94.
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STOMACE ACTS AS LUKG CN SWALLOTUED AIR

Breatring through our stomnchs as we do through our lungs was recogrized
as a possitility by Dr. A. D. Dunndf the University of Nstraska Medical College
in a talk before the Oushe branch of the American Chemical Society.

Gas onm the stomach and conseguent eructeticn or belching is ceunazed by swal=-
lowirg 2ir. The air is sometimes swallowed voelurtarily ard sometimes without the
pergon realizing it. The oxygen of the svallcwed air is &h3orbed in the stomach
ard revlaced by cerbon dioxide - the same exchange tuat takes place in the lungs,
except on a smalier scale.

"The fact that this is an actual breathing process for the stomach probably
explains why swallowing air and belching gives a fesling of velief in some cases
of stomach trouble," says Dr. Dunn, "Stomach -gas, then, is not, as many SupLOSe,
a trouble in itself, but a natural attempt to rolicve some other trouble.”

Yeasts and bacteria, contrary to some authorities, cannot cause stomach-zas.
Dr. Dunn, who has made en intensive study of this problem, showed that the cestric
juice in the stomach is too acid for them to work, This explains vhy eating yeasts
and reicins together fails to render an alcohclic Wkick!.

GIRLS MORE EEADSTRONG THAN BOZS

If your baby girl at eighteen months yells when you went her to comply with
some mere adult wish or your three-year old pushes you away and says, UNo, 1
wen't," do not be alarmed ai this show of obstinacy. Periodic spells of resis=-
tance to even pleasant suggestiors ere part of the normal development of the nor~
mael child, according to Dr. D. M. Levy, psychiatrist, formerly with the Illinois
Institute of Juvenile Research, who has made an extended investigation of resis—
tence in children,

Babies of less than six months tend to be calm, even when just awakened or
interrupted at meal time, says Dr. Levy; but from, six rionths on, perverseness '
increases until the third year, often with a2 minor high point of resistance at the
eighteenth month, which is particularly apt to appear in the case of girls. After
the third year rosistance gradunlly decreases until the child at five years read=
ily cooperates with an adult who knows how to make himself agreecable. Girls, on
the whole, show more resistance than boys.

In the course of his work Dr. Levy examihed many babdies and soon found his
associates agreed with him that three-year olds shoved ‘the greates? resistance
to any kind of examina%ion, even to the "games" which composc *he mental test
for & youngster of that age. To check up on this general feeling, Dr. Levy de-
vised a series of simple tests which cculd be given uniformiy to children fron
six months on, to test, not mentality alone, but degree of resistance in comply=
ing with the directions given. Seated oh the mother's lap, cach child is tested
as to its ability to grasp objects in front, above and tehind the head. Placed
on the floor by the examiner, the baby is next tossed a ball with instructions
to cateh it, and then is asked to throw the ball back to the examiner. The baby
is then placed on a table by the examiner and further tests given. A1l the time
the baby is closely obscrved as to its behavior, and careful notations made in

+ writing together with the age of the baby and other data meeded. The number of
tests the baby refuses to perform gives the degrece cof resistance,
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= To check the results, a nurber of children were examined in their owm purs-
ery under favorable conditions - and the percenteze of resistant+ babies remained
the same. Personal dislike for the exeminer was tesied by having themmothers ask
their children tc perform the tasks ~ amd the bebies were still contrary. Theresc
fore Dr. L vy concluded thet gradually increcsirg resistence to the third gear,
followed by a decercase, is normal in the growth of a child's personality.

NEGROES LIKE SAME CCLORS AS "HITE PEOPLS

Negroes and white people are about the sane ag regards their preference for
gay colors, according to anarticle in the next issuz of the "Journal of Compara=
tive Psychology". Tests were mede by liiss Fiorenze M. Mercer, of the Texas . =
Women's College, on 1006 negroes in the Texas public schools.

It was found thet negro children inthe first and second grades had a strong
liking for red, with blue, green, ¥iolet, orangec, yellow and white following in
order of preforence. This order of color preference changes throughout thecsuce
ceeding higher grades until in the eighth grade it was found that preference for
blue led all colors by a wide margin and that red had dropped to the zero level
of color choice, ’

Bducation operates aschange in native cclor preference and seems to produce
in the negro a suppression >f color preference for all colors but blue.

Miss Mercer states that similar results were obtained in a like experiment
on white school children and thet comparison of the results indicates little dif=
ference in color preferences between the two races.

HOST CHILD POISONINGS DUE TO STRYCENZNE

Of seventy deaths due to accidental poisoning during 1924 among children
between the ages of one and four years insured in the industrial department of
the Metropolitan Life Insurance Co., twenty-four were dne to strychaine, This
was four times as wany as the number due to lye and other alkelies, which came
second in numerical importance. "Cathagtic pills, containing strychnine and
left within the reach of children, were cne of the most important sources of
poisoning," the company stated,

It is estimated thatonly 50 per cent. of the school children in this country
have ever had their eyes tested.

The almond is related to the peach which it resembles in manner of growth and
character of blcssoms and leaves.

The hottest place in the world is Azizia, an inland town of Italian Tripoli,
where the temperature was recently found to register 136.4 degrees; over tvo degrees
hotter than the record for Death Valley.



