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Student Worksheet: Developing Dioramas
A Moment in Time
Explore a local ecosystem and identify a place in your ecosystem that shows the relationship between humans and nature. Take at least one picture of this part of your local ecosystem before answering the questions below.

1. What are different ways that people can tell a story?



2. Describe the aspects of your local ecosystem that were captured in your picture. 



3. Explain the relationship between humans and your local ecosystem and describe the impact of humans on your local ecosystem. Does your image show any of this human impact? Why or why not?



4. Write a 1-3 sentence story that you want your picture to convey.



5. What are the advantages or disadvantages of telling a story through only one picture?



6. People can also tell the story of one moment in time visually using models. How are these visuals different from pictures? Are they more or less accurate?



Model Moments
Answer the questions about your ecosystem story below.

1. What are the subjects of your picture? These subjects should be the key components in your ecosystem that help tell your story. For example, these key components could include any animals, plants, objects, or other prominent storytelling devices.



2. Describe how each subject helps tell your story. If your story includes human impact, describe how the subjects responded or are responding to this human impact.


3. What items or components visible in your photo do not help tell your story? What could you leave out of the photo without changing your story?



4. Describe how you might create a diorama that tells the same story as your picture. Would you change anything about the subjects of your picture when creating the diorama? Would you add anything to the diorama that did not appear in the picture? Why or why not? 



The Diorama Dilemma
Read the introduction of the Science News article “Do science dioramas still have a place in today’s museums?” and the section of the article titled, “Reframing dioramas.” Answer the associated questions. 

1. What is the “diorama dilemma?”



2. How can dioramas evoke an emotional response? Why do people stop and look at dioramas?



3. What are the benefits and drawbacks of traditional dioramas, such as those described in the “diorama dilemma”?



4. How do exhibits like “Special Species” and “Reframing Dioramas” help change the way people view dioramas? What are the benefits and drawbacks of these new, innovative kinds of dioramas?



5. Think about the perspective of the dioramas discussed in the article. How does the perspective, or angle, from which the diorama is viewed change the story? Give an example based on what you’ve read.



6. What is the perspective, or angle, of your picture? How can you use your knowledge of perspective to help enhance the ecosystem story told through your diorama?





Developing Dioramas
Create a diorama that tells your ecosystem story using the materials provided by your teacher. To accompany your diorama, write a 3-5 sentence description of your diorama and its story.
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