MEDICINE
Wool Hospital Blankets
Iinfected With Bacteria

» THE WOOL hospital blanket is a “bad
piece” of equipment and potentially danger-
ous to patients, Dr. B. R. Frisby, Radcliffe
Infirmary, Oxford, England, reports in the
British Medical Journal (Aug. 31).

Wool blankets quickly become infected
with bacteria and to keep them sterile re-
quires more frequent washing than many
hospital laundries can give them.

Ideally, every patient should get clean
blankets when he enters the hospital, but
this was found to be impossible. As a re-
sult, blankets got washed when either a
patient using them had died, an obviously
infected patient had used them, or when
they looked dirty. This last condition
usually arose when the blankets had been
used for 12 weeks or more.

But even the just-washed blankets were
found to have high concentrations of bac-
teria, including penicillin-resistant ones.

Laundering them in special bactericidal
solutions improved the situation but unless
the washings could be done after each pa-
tient’s use, the blankets soon became con-
taminated.

Because of this, blankets made of terylene
instead of wool are being tried at the hos-
pital, Dr. Frisby reports.

They are boiled like sheets, are light and
warm, and have stood up to an average of
14 boilings very well. Bacteriological tests
have shown them to be relatively free from
contamination.

Even with such blankets, however, there
must still be facilities to wash them after
every patient, Dr. Frisby concludes.
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CHEMISTRY
Spray Prevents Fading
In Works of Art

» A SOLUTION which can be sprayed on
a priceless old painting to protect the colors
from fading and also to prevent deteriora-
tion of the protective varnish has been
developed under a fellowship program of
the Mellon Institute, Pittsburgh.

It is the ultraviolet radiation in sunshine
or other light that causes the damage to
paintings, the Institute scientists observed.

Ordinary window glass, although it
eliminates only a portion of the damaging
ultraviolet rays, is capable of reducing by
half the damage to the varnish on paint-
ings.- The new spray contains a substance
that absorbs wavelengths greater than those
filtered out by window glass. This reduces
the tendency of the film of varnish to lose
its solubility.

When a varnish loses its solubility
through aging, removing it from a painting
presents serious difficulties. In the course
of the research, the scientists also developed
a method of taking samples of varnish off
a painting periodically and testing them for
deterioration before the damage has become
so serious that the varnish cannot be re-
moved.

Science News Letter, September 14, 1957

OPTICAL BARGAINS

Photographers!

Adapt your camera to this Scope
for excellent Telephoto shots and
fascinating photos of moon!

R LA

This is an

See a thnlhn¢ spark dxsg]ay as
you set off miniature bolt of
lightning. Absolutel.y safe and
harmless — perfect for classroom

experimentation . . . ideal for
H Science Clubs.  Sturdily mad
4 stands 14” high. the han-

dle and two
tate in ogposlte directions,
collector brushes pick up the static
electricity, store n in_the Leyden
jar .condenser until dlscharfed
y the jumping spark. Count!

tricks and experiments. 24-page
instruction booklet included.

Stock No. 70.070-Q............ $10.95 Postpaid

MAKE YOUR SCHOOL A
POWERFUL ASTRONOMICAL TELESCOPE

_ Grind Your Own Astronomical Mirror
C Kits Blank, Tool and Abnslves

All over America amateurs are grindi their own
mirrors and .expensive Telescopes cheaply. You
can do the same using our Kits. These contam mirror
blank tool, abrasives, diagonal mirror and eyepiece
lenses. You build instruments ranging in value from
$245 to thousands of dollars.

8tock No. Dia. Mirror Thickness Price
70.003-Q 43" %” $ 7.50 postpaid
70,004 - 6” 1” 11.85 postpaic
70,005- 8~ 1%~ 19.60 postpaic
70.006- 10”7 13”7 80.75 postpaic
70,007-Q 127 2%” 64.75 postpa

INSTRUCTION BOOKLETS

Easy to follow—accurate 8% x 11 e size—many

illustrations.  Do-it-yourself—Save! and have mPrI}»
8tock No. Pstp.
How to Build Projectors........ 4-( 30¢
I-Iomebuilt Telesc og_es ....... 40¢
Method Clean Precision' Optics. 15¢
Homebuilt Riflescopes ......... 8- 40¢
All About Telephoto Lenses 60¢
How to Condense and Project Light'
with La:ses ............... 76¢
Reticles and Their Uses........ 45¢
ULTRA CLOSE~UP Phowgraphy 4 e0¢
Infra-red Light and Its Uses. 4 75¢
Homemade Stereo-A wts ...... 30¢
omt‘:a)ml:ii o« wiezvher% ...... 30¢
0f crography en
Mx pe ................ 29- 10¢
C ollima tm¢ ;" Systems . 7. g :
ollima -
‘“Building &)sndenser Enlarget . 38 40¢
“Fun with Opties”. ........... 50 50¢

SIMPLE LENS KITS!

Fun for adults! Fun for children! Kits include plainly
written, illustra oe& booklet showing how you can build

lots of obtical i

8took No. 2 0 lenses ..8 1. 00 Postpald
8tock No. Q—45 lenses. . .....$ B.00 Postnaid
8toock No. 10-Q—80 lenses.......$10.00 P d

This is a filne q
for clear definition and resolution.
uatorial mount with lock on both axes—you automatwally

follow stars across ted 3”7

peed f/ 10 mirror.
a 60X eyepiece and a mounted Barlow Lens, zmnz %ou
power. Accessory eyepieces available for powers up _to

An Optical = Finder Telescope, always so essential,

Sturdy, %:rdv;%otdh portal

‘‘Astronomy
tock No. 85,
(Ohlpplna wt. 10 Ibs.)

See the Stars, Moon, Planets Close Up!
3” ASTRONOMICAL

REFLECTING TELESCOPE

ASSEMBLED and
READY TO USE!

Famous Mt. Palomar-Type

60 & 120 Power — An Unusual luy!
You'll see the Rings of Saturn, the fascinating ?
craters on the Moon, Star Clusters, Moons of Jupiter in detail. Ga.lnxies!
uality, American’made_telesco;

net Mars,

engineered and built
Non-b ble aluminum cove

Aluminized nnd overcoa diameter
Each mirror Focault tested. Telescope

e heayens.
comes
lesc also included.
oge Valua le STAR CHART and 272 page

............................ $29.60 f.0.b.
Barrington, N. J.

New! 2 in 1 Combination
Pocket-Size

50 POWER MI(ROS(OI’E o

10 POWER TElES(OPE
ONLY
$4.50
ppd.

Useful Telesco
scope combin

and Micro-
in one amaz-
ing, precision instrument.
Imported! No Iargler than a

‘1‘1‘;‘“1‘»““‘ P<Micr
ower. a¢
nities 50 Times. °§ﬁgpr§ focus
at any range. Han for
sports, looking at small ob-

jects, just plain snooping.

8end Check or M.O.

Satisfaction euaranteed
$4.50

is

STEREO

MICROSCOPE

American-. Made Instrument
Saving. Up
tance—

mensional Field. Used for
inspectlons. exam: uons,
counti
ob)ectivee on ro uunf
ret n ud gair w{de
ellner Eye-
meceu Sl'e you 23_power
nd 4 3

Bmll( :‘o"' NCJ
arrin n I

back. Order
865,039- Full prleo. 398.50 f.0.b.
Shlppmx wt. approx. 11 1bs.)

BUILD A SOLAR ENERGY FURNACE

Wonderful Geophysical Year
School Project

Build your own Solar Furnace for
experimentation — many practical
uses. It’s easy—inexpensive. Use
your scrap wood. We furnish instruc-
tion sheet. This sun powered furnace
will generate terrific heat — 2000°
to 3000°. Fuses enamel to metal.
Sets paper nﬂame in see(l)tids Use our Fresnel Lens—

14%”
8toock No. 70.180 pkg. of ...$ 6.00 Postpald
pkg. of 2. .. 11.00 Postpald

8tock No. 70,131
8took No. 70,132- pkg. of 4... 20.00 Postpaid

INFRARED SNIPERSCOPE TELESCOPE & Parts
Schools Can Now Delve lnto lnlnred

See in the dark—without bemg ob: ‘War
Plus Sniperscope M-2. t cost about 81200 Used
or experiments; infrared pho aphy. troscogy,
etc. Instrumen{ com; lete, rea to Inclu
Power Pack, infrared light source. Wﬂl operate_from
6 V auto battga Bat transformer available.
8tock No. 85 Q. .00 f.0.b. Barrington, N.J.
8hpg. WL approx. 12 Ibs.
Save still more mohey! Build your own Sniperscope!
We will furnish instructions—parts, inclus dinc Power
Packs, 1P25A image tubes, ht units, filters, etc.
For details—request FREE Bulletin A-26-Q.

GQET FREE CATALOG #Q—led'a largest va-
rle'.y of olnleal Items. Bargain: lore . . . War
tic! Moroocapu Tele-
scopes, Sateilite Telescopes, Infrared Items, l‘rlsms,
Lenses, Reticles, Mirrors and dozens of other har
to-get O Ask for FREE OATAI.OO

ptical Items.

ORDER BY STOCK NUMBER

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to é
The Science News-Letter.

.SEND CHECK OR MONIEY ORDER .

EDMUND SCIENTIFIC CO.,BARRINGTON, N. J.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!'

®
www.jstor.org



